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BOOK V. 


e 
The aut hort introduction to this volume conſiſts 
of an apology for making no introduction at 
and his reaſons for that omi ſſiam. 
INCE my ſetting about this work, I have 
ſeen ſeveral late treatiſes that are half taken 
up with introductory Prefaces to the public; 
—on a ſerious examination to what end thoſe 
diſcourſes were penn'd, they ſeem to me to have 
been occaſioned either by one or the other of the 
following motives : 

Firſt, That an author having contracted with his 
bookſeller for a certain number of theets, without 
having well conſider' d whether his head be ſtored 
with BAD mario make aned his engagement, 
finds himſelf under a neceſſity of filling up the va- 
cant pages by ſaying — by way of an in- 
— — preface, dvertiſement to the 
re 


Or, ſecondly, That fearing the eyes of the pub 
1 open to the merit of his 
OL. 


Per - 
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performance; or, perhaps, not have the curioſi- ; 
ty even to look into it at all, he thinks proper to Cn 


beſpeak their favour by a pompous prelude, and 
ſounds his own r N the door 7 
of a Puppet - ſhe w. 


Now I am too great a lover of ever to 
bind myſelf by any ſuch flaviſh agreement; the 
Geſt of theſe incentives is quite out of the queſtion, 
and cannot poſlibly have any weight with me. 

And as to the ſecond, As a more perfect 
knowledge of myſelf, than I perceive ſome others 
have, will not it me to be over vain in any 


thing 1 do, fo the indolence of my nature will not 291 
i me to be over anxious for the ſucceſs. _ 
Beſides not baving the temptation of the motives 


aforeſaid, I have more adventures to relate than 
can be eaſily crowded into this volume, therefore 
have neither time nor r to ſpare fcr an ad-. Y 


dreſs, which would _ ſo little fatisfaftion to ed, 
ſelf in the writing, per leſs to my rea cann 
2222 * 4 mel: 
It may, indeed, be faid, that as I gave fome ſerve 
account of myſelf in the beginning of this work, it tow: 
would be no more than good-manners to take a divir 
decent leave of the public at the end of itz but to ful 
this I muſt have leave to reply, that there is a wide men 
difference between coming and going :—when a 


A 
man intrudes himſelf into ſtrange company, it cer- Lac 
tainly behoves him to tell the buſineſs that brought hou! 
him there ; but when he has done that, and has the 
no more to (ay, I believe every one will allow that priv 
it is the beſt good - breeding to quit the place without ados 
ceremony, as I ſhall do. 4 by 

I my 
| four 
glol 
100 
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CHAP. II. ; 
Contains ſuch matters as, it is highly probable, 
will be the leaſt pleaſing to thoſe for whoſe ſervice 

it is moſt intended. 


HERE is, according to the wiſe man's phraſe, 
a folly under the fun, which, in my opinion, 
has as little to be faid for it as any one of the 
others of the age, — and that is,—an infati- 
able inquiſitiveneſs into future events, as if the 
fore-knowledge of what is to come would enable 
vs either to alleviate or avert the decrees of Pro- 
vidence.—Well does mr. Dryden ridicule this pro- 
penſity, when he lays, | 

© If fate be not, then what can we foreſee ? 

And how can we avoid it, if it be? 

Yet are all ages, all degrees of both ſexes, taint- 
ed, more or leſs, with this epidemic frenzy.—It 
cannot but afford the moſt aſtoniſhing, as well as 
melancholy refleftions, in a thinking mind, to ob- 
ſerve bow many impoſtors, in and about this 
town, are maintained by pretending to the art of 
divination, while the induſtrious followers of law- 
ful occupations periſh for want of due encourage- 
ment. 

As I was one day on my Inviſible Progreſſions, 
I accompany'd a mi crowd of people inta a 
houſe ſituated in one of the moſt obſcure parts of 
the city :—at firſt I imagined that this was ſome 


ivate chapel, where perſons reſorted to pay their 


adorations to the Deity in a manner not authoriſed 
by the government; but was ſoon convinced of 
my miſtake, hen, inſtead of a pulpit and deſk, I 
found the room we came into furniſhed only with 
globes and telleſcopes, and other implements of a 
loothſayer — looking round me 

2 theſe 


* 


: 
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theſe lines of Dr. Garth's came immediately into 

my head : | 

An inner room receives the num*rous ſhoals' 
Of ſuch as pay to be reputed fools : 
6 — volumes on volumes 
* And g ſchemes amuſe the eye. 
The ſage in velvet chair, here lolls at eaſe, 
To promile future health for preſent fees: 
Then, as from Tripod, ſolemn ſhams reveals, 
* what the Stars know nothing of, fore - 

tels. 

One aſks how ſoon Panthea may be won, 
And longs to feel the marriage fetters on: 
© Others convinc'd by melancholy proof, 
© Enquire when courteous fates will ſtrike em 


© off: | | 
means they may redreſs the 


| © Some by what 
c Wron ö 
When fathers the poſſeſſion keep too long: 
© Others would know the iſſue of their caule, 
And whether gold can ſodder up the flaws. 


I had not patience to ſtay to hear what idle pre- 
diftions this oracle would ſpout forth, — 26 
I had no acquaintance with any of thoſe who I ſaw 
came to conſult him; fo took my leave of the de. 

- ceiver and the deceived, full of indignation againſt 
the one, and a pity, mingled with contempt, for 


| | the other. 


However, as the moſt learned of all ages have 
always allow*d that the ſtars have an influence over 
the affairs of this ſublunary world, it muſt be con- 
feſs*d that thoſe men who profeſs the ſcience of 
Aſtrology have the moſt plauſible pretence of any 
_ among the various tribes of fortune tellers, for the 
— prafiſed on the credulous part of 


* But what can be fad in defence of the under- 
ſtanding 


rr 
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ſtanding of thoſe people, who waſte their time and 
money in conſulting thoſe abject dealers in futurity ! 
— Creatures who would make you believe they can 
read the moſt hidden decrees of fate in the grounds 
of coffee, tea, chocolate, or powder-blue ; nay, 
even in the dregs of cherry-brandy I had often 
heard much talk of theſe ſhe-conjurors, but not 
till I was convinced by the teſtimony of my own 
ſenſes, could ever be brought to believe that perſons 
endow'd with a liberal education could deſcend fo 
far as to liſten to tieir inconſiſtent prate, much le 
give credit to what they utter d. 

But fo ſtrong is the deſire of looking into the 
ſceds of time, eſpecially among the fair ſex, that 
ſometimes the moſt proud, as well as the moſt 
nice and delicate, will throw-afide all conſideration 
abs — are, or would be thought, and for 
th - 


imagine her capable of harbouring any notions 

beneath the dignity of her birth and character. 

A long acquaintance gave me the privilege of 
DIY frequently, and never was deny'd 

3 -I was 


LF 34: 
15 
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*-ſhew her into my chamber, and bid her flay a 


© little ;*---then turning to her friend, ſmũ·d 
On each other, nodded, - winked, ſeem' d 

big with ſome ſecret between 1 

I found by all this that preſence mig] | 


well be ſpared at this time, fo turn'd down my cup 
after the ſecond diſh and took my leave.---As I 
was going down ſtairs, I heard Lyſetta order her - 
ſelf to be deny'd to whoever ſhould come that e- 
vening z which convincing me of what I before 
had reaſon to imagine, that there was ſomething 
more than ordinary in hand, I reſolved, if poſſible, 
8 fathom the myſtery. 

Accordingly I went home, popp'd on my Invi- 
ſible Belt, put my Tablets in my pocket, and re- 
turn'd with all the ſpeed I could ;---a lazy footman 
lolling againſt a poſt, with the door wide open be- 
bind him, gave me an eaſy entrance into the houſe : 
— I very well knew the fituation of Lyſetta's 
chamber, and went directly thither ;---but, to my 
great mortificati n, found the ladies had bolted 
themſelves in, and all I could diſtinguiſh of what 
was doing, for ſome time, was only the horſe baſs 
of a loud laugh from Lyſena, and the ſqueaking 
treble of a ſhrill te. hee from the other. 

I ſtood centinel, however, at the top of the ſtair- 
caſe, and, at laſt, was happily relieved,---Lyſetta 
open'd the door,---rung her bell, and calPd to her | 
woman to bring clean cups, having now gain'd 
admittance, I foon perceived what they were a- 
bout ;---a coffee-pot upon the table,---the dregs of 
the liquor it had contain'd pour'd into a baſon, 
ſeveral cups with more figures on the infide than 
Chineſe makers had japan d on the outſide, and the 
yet-regent circles, they had left on being whelm'd 
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Foertune- teller. Here is a man, madam, that 
©: ſeems to bri money ;—here are papers too, 
© I do ner hacks tr they may be bills. 

Lyſetta. © Very likely; for I expect my banker 
©. here either to-day or to-morrow.” 

Fortune-teller. * Then here is a bundle of fome- 
© thing brought to your ladyſhip's houſe.” 

| Lyfetta. © Oh,—that is a new ſack I have mak- 
ing But is there nothing more? 

Fortune- teller. Not in this cup, madam; — but 
I will look into the nent.“ 

Lyfetta. * Do, for you have told me nothing of 
F 1 I 


HOSP: 


D © Þ by 


* 
8 @® * 


— 2. 


9 
Firtune-teller.. * I ſcarce think you do, madam, 


: 
f 
2 
l 


© at nt ; but your ladyſhip 
II be, 
© a one; ſor here is a figure of three 
© —it muſt be either in three days, or 


L 
1 


1 
I; | 
1 


1 


. 
8 


11 
z 


poſitive 
it, —and a parſons,. 


Fortune-teller. © Well—this is wonderful in- 
© deed;—of all the cups I ever turn d in my life, 
© I never ſaw any thiag like this here is your la- 
© dyſhip band in hand with that ſame gentleman 
* who I told you was in the other -I would no.] 
© ſwear that your ladyſhip will be a wife before 


1 any one imagines you have any thoughts 
way. 
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CHAP. II. 

Preſents the Reader with a very fooliſh adventure 
of Lyſetta's, to which all that was contain d in 
the preceding chapter was only a prelude ; with 
fome ſhort remarks of the author's own on the er- 
treme danger, as well as infatuation, of conſult- 
ing Fortune-tellers of any kind, and giving cre- 
dit to their idle and abſurd prediftions. 


1 444 folly in Lyſetta, which 
before I could never have imagin'd, I began 
now to be cenſorious enough to ſuſpect ſhe might 
alſo be guilty of others, and therefore took it into 
my head to make ber ſome Inviſible Viſits, at thoſe 
hours in which it was likely her behaviour was moft 
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ber chair while the broke the feal, and the con- 
tents were as 


To the hoacurable LysETTA. 


May it pleaſe your Ladyſhip, 
. — 
ope your goodneſs will pardon the liberty a 
ſtranger writing 
_ CES YH Þ bd ada 
40 who can introduce me to 
« I am obliged to become 


4 


with any 
your ladyſhip, 
my own ſollicitor, and 


© T ought not to give him leave to viſit me, 

: not on his firſt requeſting it. — Yet I ſhould be 
* glad, methinks, to ſee if he any anſwers the 
„ deſcription the gave of hum if I ſhould 
* refuſe him, ſome accident or another would 

* us together; for it is certain that there is no 
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© thing as diſappointing fate ; --- Why therefore, 
© ſhould I keep myſelf in ſuſpence ? --- no, I will 
© ſee him, and hear what he has to fay ; --- it may 
© be he may come upon ſome other buſineſs than 
© what I imagine, — and then it would be vaſtly 
© filly in me to avoid him. --- Whoever he is, or 
© whatever his deſigns are, it can be of no prejudice 
© to me to fee him once ; --- he cannot run away 
© with me; cannot have me againſt my will.” 
She then call d her ſervant, and bid bim tell the 
rr 
in the afternoon, and at leiſure to be 
ſpoke with by any one who had buſineſs with her. 

The 1 ran down, but had ſcarce time to 
deliver the meſſage he was charged with before 
ſhe repented of it, as may be ſcen by this excla- 
mation : 

Lyſetta. © Lord! what have I done ! if be is 
© really the perſon I take him to be, he muſt think 
* me ſtrangely forward in fo eaſily granting him ad- 
© mittance.* 

While ſhe was ſpeaking this ſhe ran to the ſtais- 
caſe with an intent to retract what ſhe had ſaid ; but 
a ſecond thought witholding her, the turned back 
into the room, and cry'd out, 

Lyſetta. een 
© know that I have conſulted with a fortunc- teller, 
© nor that I have any reaſon to gueſs at. the buſineſs 
© that brings him hither ; — Why therefore ſhould 
I ſhun him? — What ſhame can my ſeeing him 
reflect upon me? — it will be time enough for 
© me to forbid his viſits when he has declared him- 
© ſelf my lover.” 

How the would have continued in that mind 
e 
wih them to the Park, be- 
ng 5 fn lr momting ; 1 which en b, 

c 


es sse 188 d A 
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with a full reſolution to return in the afternoon, 
event the expected interview would 


greatly was I ifppoimced 2. L:had 
no ſooner entered my 8 
letter requiring my attendance at a judge's chamo 
that ſame * at four o clock, which 
the very time in which it was reaſonable to 
Lyſetta's new would be with her 
affair I was ſent for upon, however, was of 
much conſequence to be hazarded for the ſake 
ſatisfying an idle curioſity ; but I do not re- 
member I was ever more vexedin my whole life. 
Having diſpatched my buſineſs, which indeed bap- 
ſomewhat aver hen 3 cating I put on 
my belt of invilibility and went to the houſe of Ly- 
ſetta;—1I ſaw a chair waiting, — wandion, 
and I was obliged to ſtay in the ſtreet for a conſider 
able time, I believe not lefs than an hour, before 
it was opened for any perſon, either to go in or out. 
I got entrance at laſt, and paſſed directly to the 
Ro _ — ˙ 2 
__—_ e 
„I ſav he had fo much the reſemblance of the 
— * drawn for him by the fortune - teller, that I 
preſently perceived ſhe mult be better 
with his features than the cups could make her, and 
— io anne ef ſhe was a marriage-broker, under 


a coffee-grounds calculator. 
540 228 — very cloſe to Lyſetta on 
af — muſt have been a declaration 


r 
into the room. 

Lyſetta. * Sir, it does not become me to heark- 
© en to any profeſſions of this nature, from a per- 
© ſon to "whoſe family, fortune, and charadter I 
* ary ſo an entire firanger.. 
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Orſames. It will be eaſy forme, madam, to 
give you full ſatis faction in all theſe particulars ; 
but till I can do fo, I beg you will permit me, at 
© leaſt, to convince you of my paſhon.”  _ 
 Lyſetta. * Tho”, Sir, there is no room to doubt, 
t either by your —— or behaviour, but that 
© you are a gentleman and a man of honour, yet I 
© ſhould be glad, methinks, to know ſome perſon: 
© with whom you are acquainted, ” 

Orſames. © Unfortunately for me, madam, there 
© is not one ſoul in this town who can give any ac-- 
© count of me:— this, perhaps, you will think 
© ſomewhat odd; but permic me to give you a 
© ſhort ſketch of my hiſtory, and you will ceaſe to 
© wonder at it.” 

Lyſetta. Then, pray Sir, oblige me ſo far.“ 

Cramer. * It is no boaſt in me, madam, to 
© aſſure your ladyſhip that my family is among the 
© number of the moſt ancient in England, having 
© been ſettled here long before the conqueſt, and 
© many of them been biſhops, judges, and privy-- 
© counſellors ; but my father, taking ſome diſguſt 
© at the meaſures in a late reign, reſolved to quit his 
© native country for ever ; and to that end fold the 
© ſeat of his anceſtors, with a very conſiderable 
«eſtate in Somerſctſhire, and carried the purchaſe 
© money, together with his whole family, to Phi-- 
© ladelphia, where he had then a brother, reputed 
© the moſt wealthy merchant in that place ;—it was 
there, madam, I was born, and am the only fur-- 


* viving iſſue of my parents, and conſequently the 


© fole heir of their poſſeſſions, as alſo of my uncle's, 
© ke dying without leaving any child behind him.---- 


© I fear 1 tire you, madam,” 


Lyſetta. No, Sir, I beg you will go on.” 
Orſames, From my very infancy there was 
* fomewhat.in my natafe which could not. reliſh 


© among, 


The Inviſible Sev. 17 


among them z---I had read a great deal, and heard 
© much more concerning England, and had always 
« a paſſionate deſire to come to it; but my father, 
© even after my arriving at maturity, would never 
« liſten to any intreaties I made him on that ſcore :-- 
after his death, my uncle was no leſs averſe to 
© my removal; but on his demiſe, finding myſelf 
© freed from all dependency, and entirely maſter of 
my own actions, I left all my effects to be dif- 
* poſed of by a perſon whoſe integrity I am well 
© aſſured of, and — me only a thouſand 
© ouineas, juſt for preſent uſe, embarked in the firſt 
© ſhip that failed for England, where I happily ar · 
© rived about fix weeks ſince. 

Lyſeita. * my oe it not have * 
© Sir, that aid at Philadelphia 
© affairs Com ſettled ?* ee 

Orſames. * Not at all, madam ; I have friends 


| © there that will manage for me as well as if I were 


© there in perſon ; --- beſides, an irrefiſtable im- 
© pulſe hurried me to England ;--- I could not then 


. © account for my impatience, but am now convine- 


© ed it was my guardian angel called me to behold 
© im reality that lovely face I have fo often ſeen in 
dreams. 

Lyſetta. * What, dream of me“ 

Orſames. * Yes, madam, though ſo many 
© leagues diſtant, my ſpirit has been often with-you, 
* -.- converſed with you, and avowed that 
© my mortal part now feels.” 

Lyſetta. ls it poſſible !* 

Orſames. True, by Heaven !“ 

Lyſetta. © And are you certain I am the ſame 
© you ſaw in 2” 

Orſames. 2 =Þ not be deceived ; --- the 
© firſt moment my eyes were bleſt with - 


< ſalemaity of the place, and the pious 


your di 
© vine preſence at the Chapel Royal, I forgot the 
© that 
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n and as the poet 
V 


_— my prayers to Heaven, 
And ended them to you. 


Eyſetta. * "Tis very wonderful; ---- but Nis 
© time 


to talk of theſe things. ---- As you 
© have relat 
would like to know in what manner you intend 
© to regulate the future.“ 

Orſames. * That muſt be ſubmitted to my 
Y directreſs; all my affairs, as well as 
© my heart, muſt henceforth wy at your diſpoſal.--- 
© I had thoughts, indeed, of purchaſing a ſmall 
© eſtate, of about fifiecn hundred or two thouſand 
© pounds a year ; --- but whether 1 ſhould put the 


© remainder of my fortune into the public funds, 


or lay it out on an employment at court, 1 had 


2 vor or | 
Teta. Oh, by all means buy a place at 


© Court z--- the Court is the only Heaven upon 
© Earth.” 


© heart ſo much as to imagine it capable of being 


© charmed by any other far ! --- No, - if all my 


© love, my ſervices, my prayers, ſhould fail to 
© move the adorable Lyſetta, I vow an eternal ce 


0 | 
= © You men always talk thus when you 


* would impoſe on the credulity of our ſex ; - 
© but, Sir, it is time adder true touch- 


„ 


to me the former part of your life. 


11388 


ce 
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oOrſamner. Madam, it is, and to that, employ- 
© ed in my aſſiduities, and your own goodneſs I 
: fell wall this Secliion of iny — 
* I ence mare ingeede your permiſſion to repeat 
© my vows, 2 — adi bemany 
© like yours demands from love like mine.” 
Lyfetta. * I will not hear fo much of love; --- 
* but as you are a ſtranger in town, and as yet 
© have no acquaintance, I cannot be uncharitable 
* enough to refuſe you the privilege of viſiting me 
© ſometimes.” 

Orſames. Heavenly creature ! but it is in this 
I ought to thank your 7 
With theſe words he thiew himſelf upon his 
knees, and ea ching hold of both her hands, preſſed 
firſt the one and then the other to his lips with the 
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readers, juſt as I found them the next morning en- 
on my Tablets. 
. . Lyſetta. * Well, this is the oddeſt accident! 
© fare there was never thing fo aſtoniſhing !--- 
3 ſay what they will,---there is a great 
8 in the throwing of a cup z--- that woman is 
© certainly the devil ; --- how exactiy ſhe deſcribed 
© this gentleman.---I have ſaid I wculd never mar - 
© ry, but if the ſtars have ordain'd it other wiſe, it is 
© in vain for weak woman to reſiſt; and if his for- 
© tune be ſuch as he pretends it is, I can ſee no 
© cauſe for any one to blame me. 

Here ſhe ſtopp*d, and fell into a little refverie ; 
but ſoon coming out of it, thus renewed her eja- 
culutions. 

Lyſetta. There is nothing in the 
© addreſs of this new lover, but what is perfectly 
* agreeable, --- and I believe I ſhall like him 
4 well on a litle more acquaintance 
« with him; --- he ſeems vaſtly charm'd with me; 
© but one ought not to build on what the men ſay 
© on theſe occaſions. There is ſomething ſtrange- 
© ly particular, indeed, in his dreaming of me 
© without ever havirig ſeen me :---in fine, the more 
< I conſider, the more I find the hand of fate is in 
< this buſineſs, and I muſt ſubmit.” 

After this ſhe ſeem'd ſomewhat more compoſed, 
and began to read the letters ſhe had received ; --- 
I alſo look'd over them at the ſame time; but found 
they: were only from relations, of family affairs of 
no moment to the public, 'or to the narrative I am 

— 

When I came home, had thrown myſelf into 
my caſy-chair, and began to ruminate on the ex- 
traordinary ſcene I had been witneſs of, I knew 
not whether the baſe deſign, which 1 now plainly 
perceived had been concerted between the fortune- 
teller and Orſames, 66 
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n- X of Luyſetta in giving credit to their romantic lies, 
X had the moſt right to engroſs my amazement. - 
— ow prafiiked Dn the workd, my 
_ | im I Y 12a W in my 
at XX wonder ceaſed, on account either of the fortune · 
2 - ior Ie — 
a on the ſimplicity of Lyſetta.--- It now 'd not 
= * ſtrange to me, that the moſt illiterate and abject 
is = wretches ſhould be endow'd with a natural tore of 
— XZ cunning, which, back'd by impudence, renders 
0 chem capable of forming contrivances to deceive z 
elſe how do we fo often ſee common pick- 
; | and houſe-breakers circumvent the w of 
- I the moſt cautious ? but then thoſe ſort of — 


rob us when our heads are turn*d another way, or 
when we are ſleepiag in our beds; but in 
to fortune-tellers we are defrauded with our eyes 
broad open, and give, as it were, our own 
to the worſt kind of theft, that of ſtealing away our 
underſtanding. 

People guilty of this egregious folly, when de- 
tected in it, pretend they conſult thoſe ridiculous 
oracles for no other end than merely to divert tem- 
ſelves, without believing, or even remem 
afterwards one ſyllable of the — > deli 
to them. This may, perhaps, at firſt be true; 
but there are too many inſtances which prove that 
cuſtom, by degrees, turns into earneſt what might 
once be meant but as a jeſt. The reaſon is this : 

Thoſe fubtle creatures fr ly find means, 
either by emiſſaries they employ — that purpoſe, 
or by inſinuating themſelves among the ſervants, to 

into the ſecrets of families, aud one real fact, 
ns make all they ſay believed, gives them 
the power to. work the perſon who depends upon 
them. almoſt to any point they am at. 

The moſt pernicious deſigns have been carry'd 
on this way.---Huſbands have been {ct agaiuſt their 


wives, 


et © aca. 4a. 44. 4_ 


» 
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wives, and wives againſt their huſbands ;—parents 
have been made to difregard their children; and 
children to forget all obedicace to their parents ;— 

the beſt matches have been broke off, and the moſt 
Shropertionable ones made :—in fine, there is no 
kind of miſchief but what has happen d when a 
Fortune-teller has been bribed by ſome baſe perſon, 
who has an intereſt in bringing about ſuch events. 
Therefore, as I think there is a law in force 
againſt theſe pretended dealers in futurity, I cannot 
help ſaying, that I regret its not being executed 
with greater punctuality ; fince the more fiwple an 
evil appears, the more dangerous it proves in us 
effects. 


CHAP. IV. 
Contains — * 2 of an affair, which the re- 
ht not to give offence t9 one, 
et perſon — reſentment the author will 
upon as a misfortune. 


| N. ET T A was fo ſtrongly perſuaded in her 


mud, that it was her ia'e to marry Orf mes, 
that ſhe made not the leaſt attempt to check the 
growing inclination ſhe had for him, but rather 
_— virtue in her to encourage the moſt ten- 
der ents for a perſon ordain'd by Heaven to 
be her huſband. 

I made ſeveral viſits to her, both in my Viſible 
and Inviſible capacity, and ſeldom went without 
Orſames there, and every time more free 
and than before. He made fo ſwift a 
progreſs in his courtſhip, that in leſs than a fort- 
night he became the Major - Domo of her family, 

---commanded all the ſervants, and behaved as if 
already their maſter, as indeed he was in every 
thing except the name. 

To add to all 5609 
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kindred were very much alarmed at it; 
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duct her to all public places; they took the air 
together in the Mall, -Gardens, and 
Hyde-Park, and fat in the fame box at the Play- 
houſe ; he always dined and ſupped with her, what- 
ever other company were there: ---in a word, they 
were never aſunder but in thoſe hours when decen- 
cy obliged them to be fo. 

So ſlrange a revolution in the behaviour of Ly- 
ſetta made a great deal of noiſe in town; all her 


——ů— — 1 TIT 
nary favours was altogether unknown in the world, 
nor could they get the leaſt account of him. 

Theſe, who cither a long converſation 
or affinity of blood, could take the privilege of 
diſcourſing with her on this head, did it in a very 
free manner ; but the anſwers ſhe gave to their in- 
terrogatories were far from being fati to 
. 

it to her, they treated it with contempt ;— 
ſome faid,—that he was an iĩimpoſtor ;z—others 
more modeſt, that they wiſhed he was not ſo 
to both which ſhe returned, that whatever he 
were, ſhe was certain it was her fate to 
him, and therefore deſired that they would give 
themſelves no fai ther pain on that occaſion. 

As ſhe was naturally of a haughty obſtinate diſ- 
poſition, it is highly probable that the remon- 
ſtrances they took the liberty of making to her, 
rather ſtrengthened than abated her reſolution of 
giving herſelf to him: —I was at her houſe one 
day, under cover of my Inviſible Belt, when I 
heard the following converſation between them : 

Orſames. * Condemn me not, my angel, for 
© being ſometimes melancholy even in your divine 
0 though you have promiſed to make 
* me one day the happieſt of mankind, and I look 

| upon 
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+ upon every word of that dear mouth as unfail- 
© ing as an Oracle, yet when I conſider the length 
" time detween me and the confummaiion of 


© to have one's happineſs 88 on the uncertain 
© winds and waves, it ic may be yet tuo months be- 
© fore my effects can arrive from Philadelphia.” 
| Eyſerra. And do you call that fo long a 
© time ?? 
 Orſames. © A million of ages in the account 
© of love; and even, according to common cal- 
© enlation, longer than human nature can ſuſtain 
© continual torments eight whole weeks, fix 
© and fifty anxious days, and as many refflef. — 
© nights ; upwards of thirteen hundred hours of 
© teczous expectation ; and minutes almoſt num- 
© berlefs, waſted in pain which might be paſſed in 
© pleaſure, if you would Morten the tremendous 
©: date.” 
 Tyfetta. © What would you have me do?” 
" Orfames. * Ah! if you loved, you would not 
© need to be told; but of yourſelf — briog 
the bleſſed event nearer to my wi 

\ Lyfetta. * You would not have me marry yau 
, dl your affairs are ſettled, and things can be 
done regularly for our mutual ſatisfaction. 
Orſamer. I underfiand you, madam - the 
* arncles of jointure ard pin-money, I know, are 
* cuſtomary in modiſh marriages ; but the paſſion 
© you have inſpired me with is of too ſublime a 
© nature to ſtoop to ſuch mean forms. — I ail not 
hat your fortune is, but — ſetile the whole 
He I don vely perſon is all the 
< treaſire I am ambitious ing ;—the reſt 
Lyſetta. 
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Lyſetta. * That is kind, indeed; but more 
© than I deſire or would accept of.” 

Orſames. Ohl that you had no other fortune 
© than your beauty ;—then would the fincerity of 
* my love be proved by endowing you with all 
© that Heaven has made me maſter of.— Alas] you 
© know not how ardently,—how faithtully I adore 
4 u. * 

Lyſetta. Les, I am vain enough to think IL 
© have ſome ſhare in your affection. 

Orſames. Some ſhare !—oh! could you be 
© ſenſible of the thouſandth part of what I feel, pity, 
© if not love, would compel you to caſe my throb- 
© bing heart of the ſuſpence it labours under, and 
you would give yourſelf to my deſpairing dy- 
ing burning bleeding paſſion.? 

Lyſetta. L have already faid I will be yours, 
© and now again repeat it. 

Orſames, *©* But when, my Angel” _ 

In ſpeaking theſe words he threw himſelf upon 
his knees her, —durſt into a flaod of well 
diſſembled tears, and graſp'd her Robe de Chambre 
with agonies which I cannot but ſay had much the 
appearance of reality, while in theſe terms he 
proſecuted his deſign : 

 Orſames. I have till now ſupported life but 
n the rapturous hope of being one day bleſs d in 
© your poſſeſhon : but even hope, by its uncertain- 
© ty, becomes at laſt too weak an aid ; and ſoon, 
very ſoon, my adorable Lyſetta, will you be- 
© hold your faithful lover a cold breathleſs corps, 
; . kindneſs recruits the * 

amp, and gives freſh vigour to my depreſs” 

and breaking — Y 4 

Lyſetta. I cannot bear to hear and fee you 
© thus 3—xiſe, ſir,—this poſture does not become 
the man whom I intend to make my huſband.” 
Orfames. * No, by Heaven, I will never quit 
Vos. II. C © your 
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your feet without an affuragce of my happineſs, 
* Say then, —oh I fay ! when ſhall be the bliGful 
day that makes you mine !” | | 

Lyſetta. Since it muſt be ſo, —even when 
* you pleaſe. —No, hold,—I had forgot myſelf.” 
'  Orſames. Oh, Heavens, what now! 

Lyſetta. * I promiſed a reverend clergyman, 
my near kinſman, that if ever I married, he 
© ſhould perform the ceremony ;—he is at preſent 
© out of town, but will return next Sunday, and 
on the Tueſday following it ſhall not be my fault 
+ oder br do bragiony 

amen. Extatic ſound !—-may I depend on 
* . rformance of this Heavenly Sms 1 

Lyſetta. © You may, and be entirely eaſy on 
that point; take now my hand, as an earneſt of 
© my giving it to you in a more folemn manner 
© before a parſon :—hencefarward I ſhall look up+ 
© on myſelf as yours.“ 
 Orſames. Angel - Coddeſs !---thus then let 
© me {cal the covenant on thoſe charming lips that 
© has pronounced it. 

Lyſetta. The covenant will not hold good in 
© law without both parties interchangeably ſign 
© their aſſent,” f 

She uitered theſe words with a. moſt pleaſing 
ſmile, and at the ſame time threw het arms about 
his neck, and returned the paſſionate ſalute ſhe had 
received from him, adding this tender expre ſſion: 

Lyſetta. * My dear, dear Orſames, I do not 
© now bluſh to confels to you, that from the firſt 
moment you declared yourſelf my lover, my 
heart correſponded with your vows, and told me 
© what would be the event.” 

He affected too much tranſport, on hearing her 
fpeak in this manner, to be able to make any other 
reply than kiſſes and embraces, which, as ſhe was 
far from repelling, or ſeeming the leaſt — 
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I know not what advantages he might have taken, 
on fiading her thus faften'd by his a:tifices, if a 
ſudden interruption had not, happily for her, broke 
off this dangerous entertainment. 

A footman came in, and tald her that her aunt, 
lady Gravelove, was come to viſit her; on which 
ſhe cry'd with ſome peeviſhneſs, 

Lyſetta. * Piſh,—Why did you not ſay I was 
© from home ?” bluoft 

Fat man. * Your ladyſhip gave me no ſuch or- 
© ders; but if vieals, | will gn cnd tell her 
that I was miſtaken, and that your ladyſhip went 
* out without my knowing you had done fo,” 

Lyſetta, * No, no, I muſt fee her; go and 
* ſay I will wait on her preſently.” 

Then turning fondly to Orſames, ſeid, 

Lyſetta. Do you chuſe to join company with 
© my aunt; or ſhall I fetch ſome book to amuſe 
vou with till ſhe is gone?“ | 

Orſames. * No, my deareſt love ;---this lady 
has always look'd upon me with an unpleaſing 
© eye, eſpecially of late, therefore will not offend 
© her with my preſence ;—aneither are my ſpirits 
enough compoſed, in the exceſs of joy you have 
© inſpired me with, to read any thing with atten- 
© tion — 0 will take a little walk.” 

Lyſetta. *©* Do fo but I ſhall expect you back 
© to ſupper, — ny aunt ſeldom ſtays longer than to 
© drink tea, I am ſure I ſhall not preſs her at 
© this time,” | 
No mare was faid on either fide ;—they embrac- 
ed and parted, —ſhe went into the next room, and- 
he down ſtairs, in order to go where his buſineſs or 
inclination called him. - 

As I pever believed this fellow was what he pre- 
tended, I had taken ſome pains. to diſcover the 
truth of his circumſtances ; but withaut, any ſuc- 
ceſs, till it now came into my mind to follow bim 

6 after 


74 


23 The Invifable Se v. 


after he had left Lyſetta's houſe ; which I did, re- 
fol; ing not to loſe fight of him till he ſhould re- 
turn to her again. a 
He went directly to Drury- lane, walk'd very 
faſt, and never ſtopp'd till he came to the entrance 
of a narrow paſſage between that place and Wild- 
ſtreet, where he ſtood ſtill, and look'd round him, 
as I ſuppeſe, to ſee if any one was near who might 
know him; for day was not yet quite ſhut in: 
then paſs'd a liule farther, --- look'd about him 
again, and finding the coaſt, as he thought, clear, 
none being in the alley but his Inviſible attendant, 
= baſtily into a little dirty ale-houſe, where an 
old woman met him, and told him his friends were 
all above, on which he ran up ſtairs and puſh'd 
open the docr of a room, pretty ſpacious, indeed, 
but had otherwiſe all the ſigus of beggary and 
wretchedneſs about it. | 
| Here we found five or ſix men, tolerably well 
habited ; but had ſomething in their countenances 
which made me gueſs their occupation before they 
diſcover'd it by their converſation ; for they were 
no better than a gang of thieves and ſharpers,--- 
they were ſitting round a table, with a great bowl 
of punch before them, when Orſames ruſh'd in 
and with a gay air accoſted them in theſe terms: 
 Orſames, * Wich me joy, my lads, - my 
© hearts of ſteel, —wiſh me joy ;—I have gain d 
© my point ;—all is over, i faith. * 
Firſt Man. What, married!“ 
'  Orſames. * No, but as good as married; 
© the wench and her twelve thouſand pounds are as 
'© ſure to me, as if I had the one in my arms and 
the other in my pocket ;— Tueſday is the day, 


1 c my buffs.” | P — 
As he ſpoke this he drumm'd with his hands up- « of 


on the table, and roar'd with a ſhrill voice this 
crap of an old ballad: 


* 
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Orſames.. On Tueſday moraing *twill be all 
my care, 
To powder my locks and to comb up my kair: 
Hey, fo trim and fo ſmug vpon Tueſday. 


But 1 muſt have more money; by G— , I have 


© not a ſingle doit leſt.“ 

Second Man. How !—AIll the fifiy pieces gone 
© already ?” 

Orſames. Ay, faith, and well laid out too; 
© —{ ſhall return it with intereſt ;—you ſhall I 
* ſhare in the money, and the woman too. But 
© come, — no ſtands ſtock among you? 
Third Man. * Curſed low :—:ho* we have been 
all out to day we have not collected above thirty 
pieces, and four gold watches that muſt be knock d 
to pieces, and the caſes melted down, or the 
makers names may betray us.“ 
Fourth Man. * The road grows worſe * wats 
every day, I think ; - people are either poorer or 
more cautious than ever they were. 
Orſames. * But did you get nothing from the 
four ladies that the Fortune teller told you were 
to take the air this morning on Barnes-Com- 
mon ?* 
Fifth Man. I ſhould have done; but as the 
devil would have it, juſt as they were going to 
pull out their purſes, three gentlemen, with fire- 
arms, came galloping towards us 3, and oblig'd me 
to make off without my 
Orfames. * *T was damn'd unlucky,” | 
Firſt Man. One meets with a thouſand ſuch 
diſapppiatments ;---for my part I am half ſick of 
© the dibneſs, and fo I believe we are all.” 

Secand Man. Ay, faith; for what wi-h-ſezing 
* inakeepers, coachmen, fortune- -rellers, and other 
* ſuch ncceſlary informers, we have the _ pait 
* of the profit to ourſelvc s.“ 
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Third Man. Ay, -I wiſh, Orſames, you were 
© once married, that you might ſet up a gaming- 
© table under the ſanction of your lady's name 

gaming is ten times more profitable, as well as a 
© ſafer way of thieving.” 

Orſames. * You know it was my bargain, and 

© you may depend upon my honour that it ſhall be 
the farſt thing Til do. 

Feiurth Man. © It will be a joyful day; for 
© ſince taxes have been fo high, and trade fo low, 
© ſuch numbers of rs are obliged to take 
© the road, that we old practitioners can ſcarce get 
© a living by it,” 

_ Or james. * Well, well, all this will be over in a 
© ſhort time; but you muſt raiſe me ſome caſh ; 

aan eaſily give you an account of the fiſty 
© pieces.” 

Fifth Man. © No, no, it needs not ae know 

© you would not fink upon us.” 

Orſames. © I chuſe, however, to do it:—the 
© Mt article is five guineas to the Fortune-teller, 
© as an earneſt of the hundred ſhe is to receive af- 
© ter my marriage with Lyſetta: the fecond is 
twenty pounds for a gold ſnuff box, which I pre- 
* tended to have brought from Philiadelphin — 

22 to her lady ſhip: the third is about ten 
© more, ſpcnt in three ſeveral jaunts I made with 
© her to Richmond, Windſor, and Greenwich :— 
* the remainder, you may believe, might well be 
© ſpent in donations to her ' ſervants, 2 
} 22 my own man, — paying my lodgings at two 
ineas a week, chair hire, and other neceſ· 

o 


| expences.” 

- of Ain. * You could do no leſs. © 
©" Second Man. © Ay, ay,—nothing of all this could 
W Fr 
it peittem? 
. Orfames."©1 believe twenty pieces will Row 
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© the whole charges of the wedding, which is all I 
© want ;—after them, my boys, I ſhall have enough 
© for you all.” 

On this every one turn'd out his pockets, and 
the ſum requeſted was immediately made up and 
laid upon the table, which Or James put into his 
purſe ; and then fome diſcourſe enſued among this 
vicious company which I chuſe to paſs over in fi- 
lence, as it would be no fit entertainment for the 
chaſte ears of my fair readers. | 

Orſames ſtaid with them about two hours, and 
then took his leave in order to ſup with Lyſetta, 
as ſhe had defir'd he would ;—I accompanied him 
not thither, but went home to my own apartment, 
more full of confuſion at the diſcovery I had made 
than I 2m able to expreſs. 

Tho' I half deſpiſed Lyſetta for the follies I had 
feen her guilty of, yet when I reflected on her birth, 
and the character ſhe had hitherto maintain'd in the 
world, I could not bear the thaughts of her becom- 
ing the victim of the baſe deſign concerted agai 
her ; and her fortune, reputation, and eternal peace 
of mind, the prey of ſuch a neſt of villains. 

My whole ſtudy was now fully bent how to 
hate this unfortune lady from that gulph of perdi- 
tion ſhe was upon the brink of, and fo near plung - 
ing into. | 
I was extremely divided in my thoughts what to 
do on this occafion ; to give her any hints concern- 
wg the dangers to which ſhe expoſed herſelf and 
reputation, by ercouraging the addrefics of a man 
whoſe character the was fo little acquainted with, I 
knew would be in vain, as ſhe had rejected all the 
Warnings given her on that ſcore, and refuſed to 
— to the D f of her bet n 
neareft kindred.— had it in y power, indec 
inform her of much more ay 8 W 
even guels at; but then I could not red das 

© hs I had 
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IT had been witneſs of without diſcovering at the 
ſame time the ſecret of my Inviſible Belt, which 
was by no means proper for me to entruſt her with. 

To acquaint her by letter with what I knew con- 

cerning Orfames, and the villainous conſpiracy had 
been form'd to ruin her, I fear'd would be to as 
little purpoſe; and doubted not but ſhe would look 
upon an anonymous intimation only as a piece of 
malice, and treat it with the contempt it might 
ſeem to merit ;—as this, however, was the only 
method which I could take to fave her, with any 
convenience to myſelf, I refolved to purſue it; and 
accordingly wrote to her the next morning a full 
account of all I had been witneſs of between Or- 
ſames and his wicked companions, 
I made this letter be left at her houſe before the 
time in which ſhe uſually got out of bed, to the 
end ſhe might have leiſure to conſider the contents, 
without being interrupted by any company coming 
in ;z—as I was deſirous of ſeeing in what manner 
ſhe would receive this intelligence, I went, under 
cover of my Belt, and gained entrance juſt as ſhe 
had finiſh'd the peruſal. 

Her behaviour was ſuch as I had apprehended it 
would be ;—ſhe tore the letter, —ſtorm'd, and cry'd 
out, 

Lyſetta. * Was there ever ſo much impudence ! 
ure the perſon that ſent this infamous ſcrawl 
* muſt have a very mean opinion of my under- 
* ſtanding to think I could give the leaſt credit to 
* ſuch a vile aſperſion.—Orſames an impoſtor ! a 
companion for thieves and vagabonds ! — ridi- 
0 culous.” 

And then again 
4 Lyfett 


@. * This muſt certainly be a contrivance 
<<: of ſome of my wit. kiadred — the 
eee could find in my. heart. to ſend for 
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© much I deſpiſe their little malice :—but tis no 
matter, Tueſday will ſoon arrive, and that will 
put an end to all.” | 12 
I ſtaid a full hour, in th: ſuppoſition that Or- 
ſames would make her a morning's viſit; but find- 
ing, by ſome diſcourſe ſhe had with her maid, that 
ſhe did not muſt i and wes mad Prey 
ready to go among the ſhops for things ſhe want- 
ed to 4 I quitted her — much diſcon- 
certed at the ill ſucceſs of what I had done. 
However, as I had little elſe to employ my time 
that day, I went again in the afternoon, Orſames 
was now there, and two ladies of Lyſetta's parti- 
cular acquaintance :—whether ſhe had mention'd 
any thing to him of the letter I cannot be certain 3 
but am apt to think ſhe had not; for he appear'd 
with an alertneſs, which, by all I could diſcover, 
had nothing of conſtraint in it. 
Cards were call'd for, and they were juſt going 
to fit Whiſt, when word was 
couſin, Capt. Platoon, was juſt ar- 
riv'd from Carliſle and come to wait upon her, 


Lyſetta, * You will not go?” _ 

Orfames. * The affair that calls me is of conſe» 
cannot ftay.” ba: 

e was going to make ſome reply, but the Cap- 


tain came that inſtant into the room ;—while' he 


was paying his compliments to his coufimiand-thie 


other ladies, Orfames had taken up h bat and wa 


endeavouring to flip out unperceived p but tlie 
C 5 quick - 
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quick ſightedneſs of Lyſetta prevented him; — ſhe 
Fan to him, and catching . delle be flee: ſpoke 
thus : 

Lyſetta. © You ſhall not go, at leaſt till I have 
*- mms you to my couſin.” 

Then turning to the Captain ſaid, 

Aeta. This is a gentleman, couſin, whoſe 
5 acquaintance, I believe, you will hercafter think 

© yourſelf h in. 

On this the . 
neſs 10 embrace the perſon his fair kinfwoman pre- 
ſented to him ; but had no ſooner fix'd his eyes 
upon his face, than he ſtarted back with the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment, and cry'd out to Ly ſetta: 


© wait on your ladyſhip another time.” 
rere 
| ve made but one ſtep to tl 


One Sig, I don't underſtand this uſage; 
© you neither know me nor did I ever he you gs 
— | 
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Capt. Platoon. Dog, — do you think I am to 

© be deceived by the dreſs I fre you in f* : 

Then addrefling himſelf to Lyſeita, who Read 

4 as motionleſs as if transfix'd with thunder, went on 

Capt. Platoon. Madam, by what means ſoever 

© this villain has impoſed upon you, I do affure 

© you, upon my honour, that two months ago he 

© was a private man in Cutcomb's cempany. 

and drum'd out of the regiment for pi ing, 

ö and other miſdemeanors; for ſome of which, in- 
1 © Jeed, he ought to have been hang d. 

1 On theſe words Lyſetta ſcream'd out, —* Oh! 

N Heavens! —and fell into a ſwoon ; the Captain 

: ſeeing this, quitted his priſoner to run with the two 

a ladies „„ „„ 

| ity of making his eſcape. 

6 — means beg apply'd, ſhe ſoon recovered, 

3 nr 

Fo diforder vented themſelves in tears ;—the Captain 

appear'd a little impatient to know how ſhe became 

t acquainted with fuch a wretch as Orfames ; but 

= ſhe told him ſhe was not then in a condition to in- 

form him of the particulars, —faid, ſhe was very ill 

and mult lie down, and defired to fee him ano- 

ther timez—on which he took his leave, as did the 

two ladies, who knowing Orſames had profeſs'd 


— 
- 


2 him, I could perceive ſmiled within them- 


ves at the diſcovery, ww 
Thus was Lyſetta preſerved from ruin, ant had 
for her folly than being laugh'd 


. 


* 0 
at by thoſe who were privy to the affair; 

Orlames, I Have fince met bim about town in « 
very ſhabby and tatter'd condition ;—the gang; of 
-and 
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Treats en various matters, 


eee 


deing introduced by 


ſome among them, was dazling to my eyes at firſt 


—Jady Playfeild receiv'd all of them with her ac- 


nile ſpur-to my euriofi 
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fome of which,” 1 au- 
thor dar es venture to aſſure the public, will Beve- 
after be found not only more entertaining, but alſo 


4 more conſequence than at preſent they appear 


HAD been told that lady Playfeild's rout was 
an aſſemblage of the moſt brilliant and polite per- 
foes of och Rees, and tho? I never had any great 
opinion of theſe fort of m yet I was tempt- 
ed to go thither, in order to be myſelf a witneſs 


conſonant to truth.—As I am an entire 
her ladyſhip, and did not care for the formality of 
any one who went there, I 
to make this viſit in my Inviſible Capacity. 
The great number of wax-tapers, the ſparkle of 
the ladies jewels, and the extraordinary beauty of 


entrance; but I ſoon found that I had the fame fault 
to find with this as I had done in all other mix'd 

I ever faw; — a kind of hurry and con- 
fuſion, which deſtroys that ſolid converſation that is 
„ einne friends are met 


was very near nine o'clock when I went thi- 
ther, yet there were ſeveral who came in after me ; 


cuſtom'sd politeneſs ; but for a great while there was 
nothing in the falutations on either fide which en- 
grol'smy attention fo far 3 to make me fred my 


blets to retain it 
indolent to every thing that 


I was indeed, quite 
was faid, till the entrance of lady Allmode gave a 
I had heard much talk 


* 


of this lady, not only 


I 
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fond of every new faſhion, but alſo for a certain pe- 
culiarity in her manner of converſation, which made 
her admired. by people of a low education, and as 
much laugh 


* 
* 


plain 
ſhe called the vulgar 
ſhe talk'd, even on | 


the firſt compliments were over, lady 
yfeild addreſſed herſelf to her in-theſe terms: 
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6 of aſtoniſhment, to think that my aunt 
© could marry and ſettle among ſuch aliens to po- 
© liteneſs, — ſuch heathens to the laws of good 
breeding and the Drawing- Room. | 

Gentleman. * Perhaps, madam, the cuſtoms and 
© manners you mention were in vogue at the time 
© of your aunt's marriage? 

Lady Allnade. I proteſt, fir, you have hit 
© upon the ſolution of this enigma;z—it was, indeed, 
in the reigh of Anne that ſhe married. 
of this fine lidy, and did not 
chuſe to have my Tablets crowded with ay more 
of her unintelligible jargon, ſo retired to another 
part of the room, where I ſaw three ladies got to 
gether, and ſeemed very earneſt in difcourſe. 

But little was I like to be the'better for my near 
approach, for being on the topic of ſcandal, each 
was fo full, and fo highly delighted with the thoughts 
of it, that all ſpeaking at the ſame time prevented 
me from ing diſtinctly what was faid by any of 
them; and all I could gather at laſt was, that a 
certain lady of their acquaintance had been caught 
with her footman ; that her huſband contented 


I had been informed of the particulars of -this 
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ture had beſtow'd on her, for the loſs of what was 


among 
number of the unfortunates, but not of the impa- 
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preſent; ſo I paſs'd on among the tables, 
r m un- 
'd. 
. to obſerve the va- 
rious attitudes of thoſe that play'd; and I think 
there is not a more ſure way of judging people's dif- 
poſitions than to ſee them at this diverſion ; —ſome 
of thoſe who ſwept the ſtakes received the favours 
fortune beſtowed on them with an eaſe and calmneſs, 
which ſhewed that they had not been over anxioug 
whether ſhe ſmiled or frowned ; but there were ma- 
ny more, who ſnatch'd up the glittering metal with 
a greedineſs which ſufficiently demonſtrated that 
avarice was the chief excicement to what they did. 
As for the loſers, it gave me an infinite ſatisfaction 
to ſee the unconcerned behaviour of ſome few a- 
mong them ; — while others again filled me with a 
no leſs ſenſible diſquiet at their impatience :—I was 
aſhamed to find a gentleman of rank and fortune for- 
get all politeneſs, and ſometimes even common de- 
cency, to thoſe who had his money in their pockets ; 
and forry in my heart to fee alady bite her lips, wrin- 
kle her forehead with unbecoming frowns, diſtort 
every feature, and disfigure all the charms that na- 


not worth half that anxiety to preſerve. — * Good 
* Heaven! faid I to myſell, if this be the effects of 
© gaming, what madneſs is it to venture one's peace 
Tin that uncertain gulph ?” 
I member » fying of old Matlager's, which 
may be applicable enough on this 
uf onerous re LEG 
That which they cannot loſe without repining,” 


The beautiful Iſmena was this night 


the 


tients, — I ſtood behind her chair, and ſaw - her 
empty a well fill d nn 
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the laſt guinea with a ſmile ; — ſhe was, indeed, a 
oung lady lately come to the pollefſion of a very 
— fortune, and could not want what ſhe had 
thrown away; but the ſame might alſo be ſaid of 
Clarinda, who play'd at the fame table with her, 
and had alſo loft a conſiderable ſum to fir Charles 
Fairlove, with whom theſe two ladies had been 
this whole evening at a Poole at Picquet :— 
but ſee the difference, the latter of them roſe from 
the table in a fury, — tore her fan, and cry'd, 
Clarinda. * Cuifſe the cards, —I will play no 
© more this night, — that I am reſolved — leaſt 
© not with fir Charles.” 
Iſmena. * Nay, madam, we have no nan to 


© be angry with fir Charles, for having done by us 


© what we would gladly have done by him; — for 
© my part, tho* he has ſtripp'd me of all I had 
© about me, Iam as good friends with him as ever.” 

Sir Charles Farrlove. I hope ſo, madam, other- 
© wiſe the good-Juck I have had at play would prove 
© the greateſt misfortune of my life.” 

Clarinda. * The devil's in the cards to-night, I 
© think 1 never loſt at Picquet in my life before, 

* —and now I have thrown away, I cannot juſtly 
* fay how much, — but Þ'll fee.” 

She then turned to the table, and pour'd out of 
a purſe what was remaining in it, and having coun- 
ted the ſum went on in the ſame heat as before. 
 Clarinda. © Yes, —by Heaven | * ot 
© no leſs than fix and 2 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * I ſhould be — ma- 
p 2 ths give you any diſquiet on the ſcore of ſuch 

2 Hf pr do no more _ —_— 

2 all you have — 
© pleaſe, I ll fk fe — 2 
Clarinda. I ſhould loſe that too, I ſuppoſe: 


Iſmena, * Venture", r r ben 


Tu 
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Tu be your halves, and ſend you the money to- 
© morrow morni 
* Wen then I will make one mare 
Wab theſe wendks the fit down again; — they 
play'd ; ſhe was the winner, and now appear'd 2s 
gay and happy as ſhe had lately been diſcontented; 
ſir Charles ſmiled with ſome diſdain at this reverſe 
in her humour, and turning to Iſmena, faid, 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Now, madam, you muſt 
© take up the winner.” 

Iſmena. © She muſt give me credit then, fir; you 
© both know I have no ſtake to lay down.” 
Clarinda. Lou muſt excuſe me for that, ma- 
dam, — it may turn my luck ;—beſides, one has 
© as Heact to play when ont docs net fer the mo- 
© ney on the table.” 
Sir Charles Fairlove. * Well then, beautiful IC- 
© mena,—T will give you credit or if you pleaſe, 
2K 

ours. 
— © With all my heart, fir Charles.” 
The ill- nature, the ill-manners, and, indeed, the 
gratitude of Clarinda, in refuſing to give the cre- 
dit of a ſtake at cards, to a friend who had juſt be- 
fore offer d to pay half the loſſes ſhe ſhould ſuſtain 
in playing with another, made that young lady as 
di in my eyes, as the ſweetneſs of diſpo- 
fition and generoſity of the ſprightly Iſmena made 
her ing to a much greater degree than ever 
the had r 
be confeſs d ſhe is ;—dut to 
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„ Iſmena. © Well, — I may now fing Fortune is 

hen ge content myſelf, for the remainder of 
4 * night, with being an humble ſpeCtator of o- 
ther people's diverſion, ſince I am not in a con- 
dition to partake of it myſelf.” 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * It will be your own fault 
© then, madam, Fe I have an 
q hundred and ſome odd pieces about me, winch are 
| © all at your devotion.” 
= Iſmena. ] thank you, fir Charles; but I do not 

A „ chuſe to riſque ſo much as that at one fitting :— 
do not care, however, if I become your debtor 

X * for twenty pieces.” 
3 Sir Charles Fairleve. * You do me a 
3 madam, in accepting any part of the offer I made 
—_ © you: — there is the trifle you mention, if you 
* want more I beg you will command it. 

Iſmena. * No, fir, I am determin'd to play 
* no farcher than this, — am much oblig'd to 

© you for the favoor, and will return it to-morrow 
© morning. 

She then took up the twenty guineas fir Charles 
had laid down and put them into her purſe ; but 

while ſhe was doing ſo, he reply'd to her laft words 
in this manner : 

Sir Charles Fairlove. There is no occafton, 
© madam, for you to give yourſelf the trouble of 
© ſending this trifle to me — I have bufineſs that 
© will bring me into your neighbourhood to-mor- 


* row morning, and if you are ſo good to permit 
© me that honour, r 


e , on my being at 


Clarinda, who had not open'd her mouth all this 
time, no ſooner ſaw her fair friend receive the mo- 


ney than the laid her hand on hers, a 
air faid to her: 


 Clarinda. s I am ready for 
| vou, 


2 mes < 
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© you, if you . and willing to venture as 
© much with you as you have borrow'd of 
© Charles.” 
To this Iſmena reply'd, with more ſeriou 
than ſhe was wont to put on : 
Iſmena. * No, madam,—T have been very u 
© lucky here, and am reſolved to change hands 
* —l ſee lady Longmore has given out at the Whiſt 
table yonder,—I'll go and take her place. 
Wich theſe words = haſtily from her ſeat 
and did as ſhe had faid, without waiting to hear any 
thing that might be cffer'd to detain her by either 
of thoſe ſhe had been playing with.—vir Charles 
Fairlove follow'd her to the other table, aud ſtood 
behind her chair till he ſaw her win more than the 
ſum he had lent her. 
On the company's breaking up ſhe look'd round 
the room for fir Charles, in order, as I ſuppoſe, to 
return the money to him; but if ſhe had any ſuch 
he had taken care to prevent the execution of 
it, by leaving the place ſome little time before ſhe 
had done playing. 
This action of fir Charles, join'd to fome amo- 
rous glances I had perceived him to regard her with, 
made me ſuſpect he had ſome farther view than mere 
complaiſance in what he had done; but as he was 
generally accounted a man of honour, and ſhe had 
an unblemiſh'd character, I ſuſpended my judgment 
'till I ſhould ſee the event of the viſit ſhe had pro- 
miſed to receive from him the next morning, 

After I had quitted this ſcene of gay confuſion, as 
Mr. Addiſon elegantly expreſſes it, and had time to 
ruminate on the tranſactions that evening. had pre- 
ſented me with, fir Charles Fairlove and Iſmena 


— 


| heard ſeveral of the hr ſay to 
| moſt beautiful 


young 
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g creature, and would certainly be the re ign- 
toaſt of the town if not ſpoiPd by the affec- 
of her mother; and this dittinct deſcription 
ave me a curioſity both to ſee the girl, and in 
at manner her ſelf-ſufficient ladyſhip behaved 
tpwards her. 
Accordingly I laid down a plan for my progreſ- 
on the next morning, which was this: --- to go 
to — Allmode's as early as it was reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe ſhe and her daughter would be ſtirring, and 
from thence paſs on to the apartment of Iſmena at 
the time Sir Charles Fairlove had appointed to be 
there ; and then, is point in 
my mind, began to remember that the night was 
very far advanced, and went to bed, as it is pro- 
bable ſome of my readers may find it nece 


CHAP. VI. 
Contains ſuch things as are not often to be met with, 
neither in the one nor the other ſex ; yet are, or 


at leaſt ought to be, equally intereſting to both. 


ROSE the next morning more early than I 
I had been for the moſt part accuſtomed to do, 
in order to prepare for the two viſits I intended to 
re 
pra ound myſelf obliged to poſtpone either 
the one or other till another = N 


with a 
an 
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af meeting with ſomething of more | 
in her interview with Sir Charles Fairlove thag I 
could expect to find in any diſcourſe 1 © 
dy Allmode and her daughter; — I went thither in 
a lucky time,— Sir Charles Fairlove was juſt ſteg 
ping out of his chair when I came to the door. 
I followed him up ſtairs, and Iſmena received him 
cat deal of gaiety, but accompanied with 
air of modeſty ; --- as ſoon as they were 
ſeated, ſhe faid to him: 

Iſmena. *© Your money was very fortunate to 
© me, Sir Charles, I did not loſe one guinea aficr 
© I became your borrower.” 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Madam, I congratulate 
* myſelf for being ſo happy to ſerve you, tho' on 
< ſo infignificant an occaſion ; = but ſhould be bet - 
© ter pleaſed to have it in my power to do ſo in 
much greater things.” 


© time, Sir Charles, — aefry return the 
© your you have already co upon me.” 
In 1 is ſhe drew — 
tw table, 

his 


— on the 
Charles took put into his po 
very careleſs n 
Sir Charles Fairlove. This trifle, 
© neither worth your returning nor my receivi 
nor ſhould I have ever thought on it, if 1 
© not given you credit on an iafinitely more 
© luable account. 

na. Credit | — As how, Si 
Sir Charles Fairlove. * Yes, madam, 
© which I am too impatient to wait long 
payment of, and am now come to clai 


, 
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Nena. You rally well, Sir Char les; — but 


0 


* 


prepared to an anſwer.” 
2 — ew No, i faith, madam, you 
© will find me extremely ſerious; --- but furely 
© you cannot be fo ſtrangely forgetful as not to re- 
collect what you loſt ro me laſt night at * 
Iſmena. * I loſt nothing but what I paid, Sir 
© Charles.” 
Sir Charles Fairlove. 13 * madam ? 
mena. * No, upon my honour. | 
— . 
ry thing, your honour, madam ;---when a lady 
Re hems at a table, and is fo 
< unlucky as to loſe, the maſt expect to pay the 


S150 


9 
* 


© to me, and I now demand the immediate poſ- 
* ſeſſion of what I fairly won, and * 
© refuſe to yield I have a right to ſeize.” 

Jena. © Ridiculous.” 

Sir Charles Fairlov#: © Madam, the 

© you eie — A 


. T8516 


ern 
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© is trifling; Iam ſurpriſed you will oblige me to 


© have recourſe to force for what is lo much my 
© due, and I ſhould fet a higher value upon if chear- 3 
© fully reſign'd.— Come, madam;——T think this 
* way leads to your bed- chamber k 

He then catch'd hold of her a ſecond time, and 
made an offer to bear her into another room ;— 
the graſp he had taken of her was not fo ſtrenuous, ? 
however, but that ſhe eaſily diſengag'd herſelf ; 3 
and having done fo, cry'd out with a voice and air 
full of the extremeſt diſdain. i 3 
Nena. Till this action I ſcarce could think you 
© were in earneſt: baſe, and preſuming man, How 
dare you entertain thoughts fo unworthy of mel 
Sir Charles Fairlive. Ho dare you, madam, 
* hazard on the chance of a game at cards what 
© ſeems fo precious to you ?? - © 
| Iſmena. * Oh, deſpicable !—to turn that into 
a matter of ſeriouſneſs which you well know was 
© only meant in jeſt.” | 
Sir Charles Fairlove. * We men, madam, 
© take all the advantages we can when we play 
© with a fine woman; and you may be aſſured 1 
© ſhall not eaſily be prevailed upon to relinquiſh 
© thoſe I have gain'd over you.” 

ms. * The vain idea will little avail your 
4 * | 
Sir Charles Fairlove. Lou may be miſtaken, 
© madam ;—the laws of Weſtminſter. hall, indeed, 
© will ſcarcely take any cognizance of an affair of 
© this nature; — Hut thoſe laws by which the polite 
world are chiefly govern'd, I mean the laws of 
gaming, will infallibly give it on my fide ; that 
© pride of your's will be a good deal humbled when 
© you ſee your ſtake of honour become the public 
« jeſt, and all that has paſs d between us the ſub- 
jet of a news-paper.” | 

Mena. Te confounded !—you cannot 
© certainly be the monſter you appear = 
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Sir Charles Fairlove. * I would not wiſh you, 
© madam, to put me to the proof, 

Nena. Oh, Heavens !—o what has one 
© unguarded word expoſed me 

She could not utter t is exclamation without let- 
ting fall ſome tears, which I perceived had a great 
effect on fir Charles, by the change it occaſioned 
in his countenance ; — he affected, however, to 
take no notice of it, and reſuming his former bold 
neſs went on : F . 

Sir Charles Fuirluwe. You fee, madam, how 
© it is;z—you are intirely in my power, and if I 
* cannot have my agreement, I will have my 
© revenge, or at leaſt an equivalent for both.“ 

Iſmena. * What equivalent! fay,—tell me at 
once ! 

Sir Charles Fairluve. You muſt redeem your 
© forfeit honour by a ſum of money.” 

Iſmena. Name it then.” 

Sir Charles Fairlove, * Let me conſider, ma» 
© dam,—a woman's honour, as times now are, 
and beauty renders itſelf fo cheap, will bear but 
* a lowprice at the market; but as you are well- 
* born,—vell accompliſh*d—are extremely hand- 
* ſome, and have more perfections, both of mind 
* and body, than moſt of your ſex can boaſt of, — 
* I think five hundred pounds is the leaſt I can de- 
© mand.” 

Iſmena. Lou ſhall have it, fir.” 

With this ſhe ran haſtily to a little cabinet that 
ſtood in the room, and baving taken from thence 
what ſhe wanted, turn'd again to the table ſaying, 

Iſmena. * Thoſe two Bank-bills, fir, contain 
the ſum you mention, — take them, I beſeech 
vou, and eaſe me of your preſence.” | 

Sr Charles Fairlove. I muſt firſt examine, 
* madam, if they are genuine: — yes they are 
* right ;—and now, W tis pity to rob yo do 
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* of ſo much money,—five hundred pounds will 
© purchale five hundred pretty trinkets, and I 

cannot receive it without fecling ſome concern. 
Iſmena. *© Oh, fir Charles, you need be under 
no concern on that ſcore ;—were it five times 
the ſum, nay my whole fortune, I would glad- 
© ly give it to be rid for ever both of you and 
© your impudent demand.“ 

Sir Charles Fuirlabe. Let, in ſpite of all 
© this ſeverity, I ſhall willingly reſtore theſe bills 
© on one condition.“ 

Iſmena. Sir, I ſhall make no conditions with 
© you ;—therefore be gone and leave me. 

Sir Charles Fuirhue. Not till you have hear 

© me, madam ;—the condition I would ſtipulate is 
© only this, that you will male a ſolemn promiſe 
© never to play again, except for mere diverſion, 
© with ſome ſelect friends who you are certain will 
© take no ungenerous advantage of you.” 

. Iſmena. There is litile occaſion for me to 
© bind myſelf by a promiſe to avoid a thing which 
© I have already proved fo miſchievous ;—the in- 
© ſults I have received from you will make me 
* henceforth deteſt the fight of cards, and fly the 
© ſociety of all who pur ſue that dangerous amule- 
ment. 

Sir Charles Fairlove. It is enovgh ; — my 
. © ends are fully anſwered; and thus, on my knees 
© let me reſtore your bills, and with them a heart 
* which long has been devoted to you, and never 
harbour d a wiſh to your diſhonour,” 

Never had 1 known =_ anxiety for any 
thing not relating to myſelf, or my particular 
friend, than I did for the iſſue of this converſa- 
tion 27 bon extremely ſcand-lized at ſome 

of {ir Charles's behaviour; yet, by many in- 
— could not ſet him AR ac — mind for 
the tnercenary villain he affected to be, and was 
now 
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now as much rejoiced to fee a likelihood of not 
having been deceived in my conje ctures in his fa- 
your, as the reader will preſently be convinced. 

Iſmena, bcing too much amazed at this fudden 
turn to make an immediate reply, he went on thus, 
—ſtill knecling : 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Oh, Iſmena; forgive 
the ſeeming brutality I have been guilty of; 
© I counterfeited the libertine, the villain, only to 
© (thew you there was a poſlibility for you to have 
© met with ſuch a one in reality; and aſſum'd 
© the moſt o dious character, i» order to render 
* your's more truly adorable :—thz tender paſſion 
* you ĩaſpu d me with has made me keep a watch- 
ful eye over all your actions; I found you per- 
* feA in every thing except a too great readineſs 
to follow the example of others in the deſtru- 
* Ctive love of play; — I know the dangers to 
* which your ſex are expoſed by it, and that there 
© were many ſnares ſpread for your innocence in 
particular; by this means even laſt night ſome 
© there were in company who wanted but the fame 
opportunity I had to behave as I have done, tho” 
* with far different views. Oh! pardon, therefore, 
© the only ſtratagem I could think of to clear your 
mind of a propenſity which might in time have 
© fullicd all us brigh:nets.” | 
Iſmena. * Riſe, fir Charles ;—the diverſity, I 
might ſay, indeed, the perplexity of my thoughts 
binder 'd me, till now, from obſerving the poſ- 
ture you were in; - pray be ſeated, fir. —If I may 
give credit to your words, I am infinitely o- 
© blig'd to you for the care you took of my repu- 
tation, when you ſaw it fo totally neglected by 
© myſelf.” 

Sir Charles Fairl;zve. * No, madam, ſay not ſo; 
© —[ dare believe you never have fai d in a due te- 
© gard for reputation, and am certain that the 
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breath of ſlander has never preſum'd to blaſt it ; 
and I could not mean to reproach you for any 
* thing that has been, but to warn you againſt what 
might be; un immoderate inclination for gam - 
' © ing in your ſex, I take to be the ſame as an im- 
* moderate inclination to drinking is in ours, both 
* are equally intoxicating and deſtructive to right 
* reaſon ; they make the brain grow giddy, inca- 
© pable of reflection, or any other purſuit than the 
* darling folly, and they run headlong on, inve- 
© lop'd ina miſt of errors, where fortune, fame, 
and peace of mind are fomctimes irrecoverably 
* loſt.” 

Iſmena. * Oh, ſir Charles, you have open d 
my eyes to ſee that black abyſs into which my 
inadvertency might one day have plunged me. 
Sir Charles Fairlove. I know very well, ma- 
dam, that you wanted only to be reminded of the 
danger to enable you to avoid it; - the manner in 
which I have done fo may have, perhaps, ap- 
pear'd too preſuming; but I fear'd more gentle 
methods might not have had the effect.“ 

Iſmena, * Make no apologies, fir Charles, — 
* am now convinced you meant me well, and I 
thank you for it.” 

Sir Charles Fairleve. If you accept it as a 
proof of friendſhip, it may in time engage you to 
believe that a ſincere and tender friendihip in a 
* perſon of my ſex to one of yours deſerves a ſofter 
name, and call it love.“ 

Nnena. We will not cavil about names, but 
-* muſt acknowledge, fir Charles, by what motive 
© ſ;ever you have been actuated, the benefit is 
mine. 

Sir Charles Fuirhwe. How bleſs'd am I in 
* this confeſſion ! But, charming Iſmena, may I 
* not be permitted to wait on ame 
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© have leave to hope the ſervices I ſhall hereafter 
© pay you will not be rejected ?” 

Iſmena. * I flatter myſelf with being able to re- 

© gulate my future conduct ſo as not to give you 
© occaſion to offer any of that frightful fort you 
© have done this morning; and it I ſhould relapſe 
© into my former errors, could neither expect nor 
deſerve you ſhould take the fame trouble ſor my 
reformation ; — therefore, I think, may ſafely 
venture to admit your viſits. 
She ſpoke theſe words with ſo obliging a ſmile, 
that ſir Charles could not forbear teſtifying the tran- 
ſport he was in by imprinting ſeveral paſſionate 
kiſſes on one of her hands, after which, looking on 
her with an equal mixture of tenderneſs and reſpeQ, 
he ſaid, 

Sir Charles Fairlave. Incomparable Iſmena ; 
© how impoſſible is it for me to expreſs either what 
you deſerve, or what I feel in a full ſenſibility of 
* your perfeCtions ?” goons 

Iſmena. I defire you will not go about to ex- 
© preſs either the one or the other ;—the only me- 
* rit I can boaſt of is in being ſo early convinced 
© of my fault, and that I am fo is wholly owing 
to yourſelf ;—for I confeſs to you, fir Charles, 
that though it is but lately I have begun to like 
play at all, yet by converſing with thoſe who 
* ſeem to have no other way of paſting their time, 

it grew by very ſwiſt degrees more pleaſing to 
me; and I believe that it would, in time, have 
become fo habitual to me, that I ſhould have 
expected the hour of fitting down to cards as na- 
turally as that of fitting down to dinner; — but 
in the mirror you have preſented to me, I now 
ſee that to indulge this amuſement to an exceſs, is 
not only a folly below the dignity of a thinking 
mind, but alſo a kind of Scyila or Caribdes, 
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formed by ourſelves in the ocean of life, as if on 
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« purpoſe to wreck our fortunes, honour, reputa- 


© tion, and every thing that is dear.” 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Oh, madam! every word 
© you ſpeak on this occaſion thrills me to the ve 
© foul; —I am charm'd,—I am raviſh'd to find in 
© a perſon of your iex and years ſuch ſolid reaſon, 

* —ſuch an amazing quickneſs of apprehenſion.” 

1ſmena. * You are relapſing into the 
* ſtrain z but | will hear no more of it: Mu muſt 
give me leave to play the Monitor in my turn, 
l have been your convert, and you muſt now 
© be mine ;—remember, fir Charles, that to liſten 
© to the tongue of Rattery is no leſs pernicious than 
1 the folly you have taught me to be aſham'd of.” 

Sir Charles Fairl;ue. * I grant it is, madam ; 
© but the juſt praiſes of a real virtue cannot cauſe 
© a bluſhcither in the face of the giver or the re- 
© ceiver. 

Iſnena. Well, I find you will have the better 
© of the argument, whether the tenet you take up- 
on you to maintain be right or wrong;—there- 
+ fore to put an end to it, what think you of a 
turn or two in the Mall this morning?“ 

Sir Charles Fairlove, © Madam, I ſhall be hap- 

© py to attend you any where.“ 

She then call'd for her capuchin, and little muff, 
which being immediately brought, fir Charles gave 
her his hand to lead her down ſtairs, and I retired 
to my apartment. 

1 I had met with nothing a great while that gave 
i me a more ſenſible ſatisfaction than to find a lady 
1 ſuch as Iſmena, in all the pride of blooming youth, 
. beautiful, gay, and ſurrounded with a crowd of 
IM flatterers, bear with ſo much chearfulneſs the con- 
viction of her error, and teſtify ſo much gratitude 
to the perſon to whom ſhe was indebted for her 
reformation. 
- The rough method * taken for this pur- 
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poſe, was fo far from raiſing any reſentment in her, 
after once knowing the motive, that ſhe look'd up- 
on him as her beſt friend, eſtcem'd and loved him 
for.it ;—conſcious that it required no leſs than ſuch 
a proceeding to rouſe her from that thoughtleſſneſs 
which alone had made her fall into an error, the 
danger of which ſhe might otherwiſe have too late 
perceived. 

I thought that I diſcovered ſomething in theſe 
two accompliſh'd perſons, that ſeem'd to me as if 
Heaven had form'd and ordain'd them for each 
other, and I ſoon found that I had not been mif- 
taken; they are now married with the higheſt ap- 
probation of all the friends and kindred on both 
ſides ; and in the opinion of as many as have the 
pleaſure of their acquaintance, bid fair to be one of 


the moſt happy pairs that ever enter'd into Hy- 
men's bands. 


CHAP. VIL 
The Author has been in ſome debate within him «lf, 
whether he ſhould inſert ar nat, as he is conſcious 
it will be little reliſh'd by the r genteel 
part of his readers ;—and t is fill _ 
can 2 neither much entertainment, nor much 
improvement to the athers. 


HERE is ſomething very unaccountahle in 

an over · curious diſpoſition ; — it makes us 
eager, impatient, anxious, indefatigable, in prying 
into things which promiſe us not the leaſt pleaſure 
in the diſcovery of when known ;—a reader who 
has not this propenſity in his nature, will doubtleſs 
think, by what I ſaid of lady Allmode in the fifth 
Chapter of this Book, that I had already ſeen enough 
of her behaviour to keep me from being deſirous of 
ſeeing more; but this is judging according to the 


rules of right reaſon ; whereas» perſon who ne- 
| 4 


glects 
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glects his own affairs, to find out the ſecrets of others 
with whom he has no concern, cannot be ſuppoſed 
to have any. 


But as every one is willing to find ſome excuſe 
or other, even for the ſillieſt things he can be guilty 
of; and according to the vulgar phraſe, put pillows 
under his elbows; fo I thought that in being a 
ſpectator of lady Allmcde's conduct in her own fa- 
mily, and the manner in which ſhe train'd up her 
daughter, ſomething might preſent itſelf to me that 
would more than compenſate for the time I ſhould 
expend in going to her houſe. 

How far the public may be of my opinion in 
this point muſt be left to the determination of here- 
after; for the humour of the preſent age is ſo fluctuat- 
ing and uncertain, that it is an utter impoſſibility to 
foreſee either what will pleaſe or what offend, —as 
a poet of many centuries ago expreſſes himſelf on 
a parallel occaſion: 

———-* Inconſtant ſtill and various, 

There's no to-morrow in us like to- day; 

© 'This hour we are cloudy, ſullen and ſevere ; 

© The next, with madding mirth diſturb the air.” 
But all this is foreign to the purpoſe, and therefore 
impertinent it is enough to ſay that I went, with - 
out repeating the motive that induced me to it ;— 
I ſhall therefore add no more, but proceed to the 
ſucceſs of my viſit. 

I gain'd an eaſy acceſs, the door happening to 
be open juſt as I reach'd it, to let out a footman in 
a gay livery, who had come to deliver ſome meſ- 
ſage; but was a gocd deal bewilder'd on my en- 


trance, as I had never been in the houſe before, 
and was intirely unacquainted with the fituation of 
any of the rooms ;—T judged, however, that as it 
was morning, her ladyſhip would probably be a- 
bove ſtaits; on my coming to the top of the ſtair- 
caſe I was as much at a loſs as before; —1 . 
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ed there were ſeveral rooms, but the doors of them 
all were ſhut, and I durſt not touch the lock of 
any one of them for fear I ſhould be heard by thoſe 
who miglu chance to be within. 

The meaſure of time is always doubled when we 
wait for an event with impatience ; I remain'd not 
long, however, in this dilemma, —a fervant came 
running haſtily up the back ſtairs at the farther end 
of the gallery, with ſome drinking glafles on a ſil- 
ver waiter in his hand, —I foliow'd him into a room 
where a woman, who by her appearance I gueſs'd 
was her ladyſhip's Abigail, received from him what 
he had brought, and carried it into an inner-cham- 
ber, the door of which ſhe ſhut after her, but not 
ſo ſuddenly as to prevent my entering with her. 

Here I found lady Allmode ; but had ſhe ap- 
pear'd to me in any other place, ſhould never have 
known her for the fame I had ſeen at lady Play- 
feild's route, —ſo vaſt a difference is it in the power 
of art ſometimes to make. 

At the time of my coming in ſhe was under the 
operation of having her eye-brows ſhaped with 2 
ſmall pair of pincers, by one of thoſe perſons who 
go by the name of Tyre- women; but, in my opi- 
nion, ought rather to be call'd face-menders, ſince 
their buſineſs is not ſo much to ornament the head 
as to rectify the defects of the features: the im- 
portant work being over, lady Allmode turn'd to a 
magniſier that ſtood upon her toylet, to ſee if all 
u_ right, and having look'd into it, cried out ha · 


y: 

Lady Allmade. * Oh, mrs. Prim, — ſure your 
© eyes are in eclipſe to day ou have left no leſs 
than three exuberant hairs on my right brow, and 
© I chiak arch'd it ſomewhat higher than the other. 

Mrs. Prim. I beg a thouſand pardons of your. 
* ladyſhip, but I will preſently remedy that error. 

Lady Allmade, * as” „ 
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On this the artiſt employ'd her little inſtrument 
for a ſecond eſſay, —after which lady Allmode 
look'd in the glaſs again and faid, 

Lady Allmode. It is very well now ;—but I 
© look wretchedly to day,—and it is no wonder; 


What do you think, mrs. Prim, that carelefs 


Pinup. I am very ſorry for it, mrs. Prim ;— 
© but it was fo late when | 
© bed ;—and her lady 


© —the creature threw it into ſome corner or other 
* where Veni got at it, and this morning it was 
© found half devour'd.” | 

Pinup. * Your ladyſhip knows I have almoſt 
© cried my eyes out about it, —and that I offer d to 
© beſpeak another, and pay for it out of my own 
6 , 

Lady Allnode. * Pay for it, ideot.—But tell me, 
© creature, what atonement can'ſt thou ever make 
© for thefe depredations on my countenance? — 
© Here I ſhall loſe a whole day; for tis impoſſible 
© I can think of appearing in public z and do'ſt 
© thou conſider, wench, that a day waſted in pri- 
© vate is an age in the life of a woman of quality ?* 

Mrs. Prim. "Tis very true, madam but I 


| 
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© ſome ladies they would have turned her out of 
© doors that inſtant ;—mars toujours les douceurs du 
* coeur lay an embargo on my indignation.” 

Pinup. * Your ladyſhip is all goodneſs.” 

Mrs. Prim. There are few ſuch ladies.“ 

Pinup. No, indeed ;—and I could tear myſelf 
© to pieces for having, thro” negligence, offended ſo 
© ſweet a lady.” 

Lady Allmade. Well, well, —ſay no more a- 
© bout it I am ſorry I ſtruck you in the heat of 
© my — ;—but take the Dreſden ſuit I had 
on yeſterday, and let me fee you in it on Suns 
© da 

; A © I humbly thank your ladyſhip.” 

Lady Allmode. Say no more of it —Oh, mon 
© Dieu! | begin to feel the effects of my diſcon- 
* certion ;—every membrane throughout my whole 
© frame has a pulſation in it ;—give me ſomething 
© to take this inſtant, or I ſhall faint.” 

Pinup. I have it ready, madam.—I ſuppoſe 
© your ladyſhip chuſes brandy ?* 

Lady Allmode. * Aye;—I think brandy is the 
© beſt compoſure of the animal faculties :—a little 
© more ;—{till nearer to the top of the glaſs 
© hold, tis very well, I do not love it running over. 
Now fill for mrs. Prim.—Pray drink, mrs. 
* Prim,—'tis right Coniac, I aſſure you.” 

Mrs. Prim. I know your ladyſhip has the beſt 
* of every thing :— ladyſhip's good health.” 

Amade. I thank you, mrs. Prim.—But 

© as to the Sperma-Ceti maſk, is it not poſſible for 

© you to get one ready for me before I fleep, elſe 
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© to take off the ſcent ; I will ſend your lady ſhip one 
© this afternoon.— But is not your ladyſhip out of 
Pearl powder, you had but one ounce laſt week? 
Lady Allmade. * No, nor I do not think of hav- 
ing any more,—it leaves a certain roughneſs on 
the ſkin which is diſagreeable ;—I will uſe no- 
thing but Italian pots for the future;—the paſte 
incorporates itſelf, as it were, with the fleſh, and 
gives a kind of fattiny delicacy to it let me 
have two pots.“ 

Mrs. Prim. Ves, madam.— Has your ladyſhip 
© any farther commands? 

Lady Ailmed:. * Yes, you may ſend me a box 
of red for my checks ; but do not let it be quite 
© ſo high colour'd as the laſt.” 

Mrs. Prim. I ſhall take care to mix it ſo as to 
© plcaſe your lacyfhip.” 

In ſpeaking this ſhe was preparing to make her 
exit with abundance of low curthes ; but lady All- 
mode would not ſuſfer her to depart without taking 
another dram. 

Lady Allmade. * Stay, mrs. Prim, — I muſt give 
© you a taſte of ſome of my Italian cordials ;z—1 
© had a freſh cheſt came in yeſterday, with twelve 
© bottles all of different forts ;—Will you have the 
© Roſaſoli, La Bergamotta, La Floretta, or La 
© Citroni?” 

Mrs. Prim. Alack, madam, theſe rich things 
© come ſo ſeldom in my way that I am no judge 
© of them — but ſince your ladyſhip is ſo good, I 
© ſhall take a little of any one of them.” 

Lady Allmade. Fetch La Floretta, Pinup. — 
© You muſt know, mrs. Prim, that this is a quin- 
© tefſence extracted from the moſt fragrant flowers 
© the garden of the world affords.” | 

Mrs. Prim. * "Tis extremely fine, indeed, ma- 


dam l never taſted any thing like it.” 


The good woman was fo charm'd with the fla- 
pour 
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vour of this exotic liquor, that to prolong it as 
much as ſhe could, ſhe ſipp'd it like a hot diſh of 
Tea ;—lady Allmode perceiving ber fo delighted, 
might probably have been induced to give her an- 
other glaſs, if word had not been brought that mr. 
Ruben the Jew was come to wait upon her lady- 
ſhip, on which the bottles and glaſſes were hurry'd 
away, and mrs. Prim took her leave. 

The Jew was preſently introduced, and received 
by lady Allmode with the utmoſt courteſy and affa- 
bility, and after making him be ſeated ſhe faid to 


P 

him : 
* Lady Allmode. You are a great ſtranger, mr. 
= © Ruben ;! have not ſeen you this long time, and 


© was quite impatient to congratulate you, and the 
* whole Hebrew nation, on the late act paſs'd in 
© your favour.” | 

Ruben. Me do moſt humbly dank your lady- 
© ſhip; — we did, indeed, obtain it wid muſh 
© preater facility dan we expected, in ſpite of all 
de fine promiſe had been a long time ago. 

Lady Allmode. * I afſure you, mr. Ruben, 
that I was perfectly tranſpcrted when I found 
© the bill paſs d both houſes.— dare ſay his Grace 
© was very ſerviceable to you on this occaſion.” 

Ruben. Yes, madam, we are muſh obli 
© to his Grace, as well as to an honourable gentle- 
© man inde lower houſe ; but our acknowledg- 
© ments are chiefly to de good Lord B——ps. 

Lad Allmoade. True, mr. Ruben; for if 
they had made any oppoſition to it, or, at leaſt, 
any worth mentioning, the rabble would preſent - 
© ly have taken it into their heads that their reli- 
© gion was in danger, and made as great a clamour 
© againſt Judaiſm as in a former reign they did a- 
* gainſt Popery,” 

3 Ruben. © We do not care what deſe Skellams 

unk ; — if dey offer to affront us, we —_ 
ä nov 
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© how to be revenged :——=we have de ſame law, 
© de ſame priveledge, as demſelves. 
Lady Allmode. The vulgar are not to be re- 
© garded ; they are no more than moving clods 
© of earth ; but you muſt own, mr. Ruben, that 
© for the honour of the Engliſh nation, the nobility 
© and gentry, thoſe of taſte I mean, are entirely on 
© your ſide.” 
| Ruben. Some of dem have been our good 
© friends indeed ; and it is vary true that we have 
© received more favours from de Engliſh dan from 
© any nation in the vorld:—in all de Popiſh coun- 
© tries, and, indeed, in moſt of de Proteſtants one 
© too, ve have been driven from deir cities, and 
© ſcaiter'd like chaff before de vind,—treated as 
© vagrants, and made to vear upon our heads or 
© on our coats, ſome badge or oder of infamy 
© and contempt ; but by dis hoſpitable act of de 
Legi ve (all be gather d together like ſheep 
© into one fold, and have de liberty to ſettle and 
© multiply in dis land of plenty.” 
| Lady Allmode, © I hope, mr. Ruben, it will 
© prove a ſecond Canaan to you. —But pray what 
© new curioſities does your warehouſe afford ?* 
Ruben. * It was dat I did come to tell your 
© ladyſhip ;—me have define German work for de 
© head-dreſs, de ruffle and de tippit for de ladies, 
© farcxceeding de Dreſden ;—me have de curious 
© little pictures for the cloſet, from Italy, and 
© handkerchiefs dat will not loſe deir ſcent with 
© vaſhing ; den me have ſome pieces of rich em- 
© broidery from Lyons, and gloves from Marſcilles; 
© ſnuff of de right Batavian manufacture 
© Japonees under petticoates, —and oder tings, juſt 
imported from all parts of de world. 
Allmode. © Well, — vou Jews are cer - 


Lach 
* tainly the moſt charming people upon earth. 
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6 I will come in a day or two to your warc- 
© houſe, and rid you of forme part of your cargo.“ 

Ruben. Me fall be proud to fee your lady- 
© (hip ; —but me mult now take my leave, - me am 
© obliged to wait on lady Fantaſye, he did fend 
© to ſpeak vid me dis morning.” 

Lady Allmade. Oh, then I will not detain 
© you ; I know her ladyſhip is a good cuſtomer.” 

Ruben. Pretty well, madam ;—the pay me, 
© tho” ſhe do no body elſe. — Your ladyſhip's moſt 
© obedient ſervant.” | 

Amade. Your's, mr. Ruben. Pinup, 
6 — mr. Ruben down ſtairs.” 885 

The entertainment 1 had hitherto met with at 
this lady's had ſeem d fo inſipid to me, that I was 
in the mind to quit her apartment when mr. Ruben 
did, and accordingly follow'd him and Pinup out 
of the room ;—but the girl had no ſooner ſhut the 
chamber door behind her than the goatiſh Jew 
tura'd upon her, and before ſhe was aware, catch'd 
her in his arms and half ſmother'd her with kiſſes ; 
—ſhe ſtruggled with all her might, and having 
broke from him, rubb'd her mouth with her apron, 
——ſit and cry'd, 

Pinup. * 1 wonder at your impudence, mr. 
© Ruben, ——do you think I would be pull'd and 
' © hauPd about by a Jew ?” 

| Ruben. * Huſh, don't be fo angry, mrs. Pin- 
© up,—T will give you one pretty ting.” 

Pinup. Fang your pretty things, and your- 

© ſelf too, —get down ſtairs, or I will call to fome 
* body to ſhew you out ;—the Devil ſhall .wait on 
© you for me,” 
The Jew faid no more, but ran ſo haſtily down 
ſairs, that as Pinup was between us, andthe paſ- 
we were in very narrow, it was impoſlible for 
me to flip by, without being felt either by the on, 
or the other 
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Pinup was returning to her lady's chamber, but 
met her juſt coming out in order to paſs into an- 
other room, on ſeeing her ſhe ſaid to her: 

Allmode. * I think this girl takes a long 
time in dreſing, go and fee it ſhe is ready, 
© and bid her come to me.” 

Finding now that there was ſome probability of 
my ſeeing the young lady, which had been, in- 
deed, the chief motive of my going thither, I 
attended lady Allmode where ſhe went, and 

laced myſelf in one corner of the room ; where 
| did not wait above three or four minutes before 
Pinup, who had gone immediately on her errand, 
return'd leading miſs Allmode. 

She ſeem'd to be about thirteen or fourteen 

of age ;—her face was extremely pretty, 
and I believe nature had given her a ſhape no leſs 
excellent, if it had not been deform'd by her tay- 
lor and mantua-maker ;——1 need not deſcribe in 
what manner, ſince it is enough to ſay, that every 
thing about her was in the extremity of the preſent 
faſhion. 

On her approach lady Allmode took her by the 
arm, -turn'd her round ſeveral times, and examin- 
ed her whole dreſs from head to foot z—after 
which, looking very well pleaſed, ſhe faid : 

Lady Allnade. Ay, miſs, now you look like 
© what you are ; —— I proteſt, I ſcarce knew 
© you for my own child, in the obſolete con- 
© dition you came from the country. —Are You 
© not highly delighted with yourſelf?* 
Miſs Allmode. *©* No, indeed, madam, —— I 
think that fince tis the faſhion to have one's 
cloaths made in this manner, there ought to be 
as many chimnies in a room as there are chairs.” 

Lady Allmade. Sure, mils, you are not 

cold ĩ ? 
Miſs 


* 


1 
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Miſs Allmnde. It would be very ſtrange, ma- 
© dam, if I were nut, when my ſtays are fo con- 
© trived that the air comes down to the very bot- 
tom of my back, and below the pit of my ſto- 
© mach, and my petticoats fo ſhort that I am every 
© minute fancying I have tuck'd them up in or- 
© der to have my legs and feet waſh'd ; hen as 
© to my ears, I do declare I feel the wind blow 
© from the one to the other, and pierces into my 
very brain.” 1 5 5 

Lady Allmade. On fye, miſs — this being in 
© the country has ſpoiled you: whatever is the 
© faſhion is never either too cold or too hot.” . | 

Miſs Allmoade. I muſt beg your ladyſhip's 
© pardon ; for I am certain this faſhion is a great 
© deal too much of both; — the tightneſs of my 
© ſleeves, the load of flounces at my elbows, and 
© the huge ſemi-circles, as heavy as panniers, hang- 
© ing on each hip, make ſome parts of me ſweat 
© while all the reſt are freezing.“ | 

Lady Allmome. Oh hideous !—fiightful !— 
© ſweat hat a word is there from the mouth 
of a fine young lady !— Whenever you have 
any occaſion to complain of too much warmth, 
you ſhould always ſay —I perſpire: but I am 
ſurpriſed you ſhould not be charm'd with ſo be- 
coming a dreſs.” 1 
Mifs Allmade. * 1 feel unealfy, ite un- 
© comfortable, madam.” —_ 

Lady Al made. A little uſe will reconcile you 
to it, Without vanity, miſs, you are exceeding 
© handſome ;—and now I have made you fit to ap- 
© pear in public, the praiſes that will be given yoo, 
© and the fine things ſaid on your beauty, will raiſe 
* ſuch a gaiety du coeur, as will make you forget 
© all that you call uncomf * 

Miſs Allmode. I ſhould be glad, madam, if 
© any thing would do that. | 

Laby 
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Lady Allmode. © You muſt learn to know your. 
© felf, miſs ;—look in the glaſs z—you have fine | 
* eyes,—a very lovely mouth,—a well turn'd face, 
* —a delicate complexion, good hair: in fine, 
© youare a complete beauty : but what is beauty 
* without the poſſeſſor underſtands how to manage 
© it to advantage; —a milk-maid may be a beauty, 
and no one take any notice of her ;——you muſt | 
© practice the art of diſplaying every charm, and 
© rendering yourſelf conſpicuous.” 

Miſs Ailmode. Indeed, madam, I am quite 
© ignorant of theſe things.” 

Lady Allmede. * I perceive you are, miſs ;— 
but that is not your fault; my formal aunt has 
never given you any inſtructions in this point, I 
E — ;—2 few leſſons, however, will ſoon | 
put you in the way to make the moſt of What 
nature has beſtow'd upon you :—In the fuſt place, 
< miſs, you muſt be ſure to thruſt out your chin as 
far as you are able hen you come into a 
© room always let your chin be the firſt thing ſeen Þ 
© of you,—as it were the harbinger of the reſt of 
« your perſon. —Secordly, you muſt never keep } 
.* your two hands together, in that ſtiff country } 
© manner you now do, for above the ſpace of a2 

moment; but throw ſometimes the one and 
© ſometimes the other careleſsly back, and lean it 
© on your hip; but when you are ſpeaking, be ſure 
© to employ both in geſtures that may enforce at- 
© tention to what you ſay.— Then, as for your 
© eyes, miſs, you muſt always keep them broad 
© open, and be ſure to have the laſt look of every 
© one that takes notice of you.” 
Miſs mode. Does your ladyſhip mean the 
men as well as the women: 5 

Lady Allmode. Undoubtedly, the men to 
© choole.;z—a polite woman, and who b 

| | - aDLY 
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© ably genteel, is never aſham'd of any thing ſhe 
either fees or hears.” 

Her ladyſhip was going on with ſome farther 
direQions concerning the management of the eyes, 
when ſhe was jnterrupted by a footman, who 
came to acquaint her that a perſon who call'd him- 
ſelf monſicur Le Petit Solee had brought her lady- 
ſhip a dozen pair of French ſhoes, on which ſhe 
cry'd out in a kind of tranſport : 

Lady Allmade. Oh bring him up! bring him 
up this minute — I have been involved in the 
* utmoſt diſtreſs !—I have had nothing but odious 
, _ ſhoes upon my feet for a whole week 
© palt.” 

As I was now heartily weary of my ſituation, 
and had no curioſity to tee either monſieur Le Petit 
Solee or his French ſhoes, I took the tunity 
of the door being open, and left this ſcene of fol- 


' ly and affeQtation, regretting the time I had thrown 


away in being ihere. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Wherein the wonderful power »f beauty, when ac- 
cumpany*d with virtue, is diſplay'd, in a very 
remarkable, as well as affecting occurrence. 


ANITY, tho” placed rather among the 
number of the follies than the vices of hu- 
man nature, is yet ſometimes productive of the 
very worſt we can be guilty of; and the leaſt miſ- 
chief it does, when indulged to an excels, is to 
render the per ſon poſſeſs'd of it obſtinate, 2 
impatient of contradiction, deaf to reproof, of 
imaginary merit, and apt to deſpiſe what is truly 
ſo in another. | 

This weakneſs, to give it no worſe name, is ge- 
nerally aſcribed to the ſoſter ſex, who being from 
their very childhood accuſtom'd to flattery and 
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praiſe, are too re:dy to believe they are in reality | 
the angels and goddeſſes that they are told they 
are; but in my opinion It is doing great injuſtice io 


the ladies to ſay they are the only culpable, ſince 
we often find men who, without having the fame 


excuſe, are no leſs liable to fall into the fame 
error. 


Mutantius is one of the moſt lovely, moſt grace- | 


ful, and moſt accompliſh'q gentlemen of the pre- 
ſent age ;—he bas learning, wit, hunour, gene- 
roſity, and good-nature : in fine, —he is, both in 
perſon and mind, ſuch as might give him ajuſt title 
to univerſal admiration, were he but alittle lefs 
conſcious of deſerving it, or did not ſet too high a 
value upon it. 


To render his fine qualities yet more conſpicu- 
ous, he bad the advantages of being deſcended *' 


from a very ancient family, is in poſſeſſion of an 
ample fortune both in land and money; he had 


not long been arrived at what is commonly called 
the age of maturity, before ſeveral conſiderable Þ 
matches were propoſed to him ;—all the men of 
his acquaintance, who had ſiſters or daughters to 
be diſpoſed of courted his alliance: — whenever 
he appear d, the ladies put on their beſt Looks to 
him; and not a few there were, who 
could not help betraying by their eyes the ſecret ? 


eng 


languiſhment of their hearts. 
ving his choice of ſo many, was 


probably 2 
the cauſe that for a long time hinder'd him from 


attaching himſelf to any particular object, — be was 
polite and gallant to all, but made a ſerious addreſs 
to none ; he would pay his morning devoirs to 
one, walk in the Mall with another, perhaps dine 


with a third, drink tea with a fourth, attend a | 


fifth to the play, or ſome other public entertain · 

mem :—in a word, he divided his reſpects ſo e- 

qually to each, that no one of the fair rivals hd 
m 


mach rea 
own char 
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much reaſon either to exult on the power of her 
own charms, or dread thoſe of her competitors. . 

The little deity of ſoft deſires would not, how. 
ever, ſuffer a man ſo form'd for love to remain 
always among the number of the inſenſibles. 
every glance ſhot from Ariſtella's eyes was a dart 
that reach'd his very foul ;—all the different graces 
j he had ſeen in other beauties ſeem'd now to him 
to be ſumm'd up in her, and the paſſion ſhe had 
iaſpir'd him with, made him think her, as the 


in Jong ſays, 
tle © Faireſt where thouſands ate fair.” 
eſs Ariſtella was, indeed, very lovely, and had 


1a deen well educated ; but her father, by gaming 

and other extravagancies, had reduced his eſtate to 
u fo low an ebb, that when divided between four 
ed daughters, which he left behind him at his deceaſe, 
the income was ſcarce ſufficient to buy them cloaths 
according to their birth; - two of them, however, 
were married to tradeſmen of good repute in the 
city, and a third to a gentleman of a ſmall eſtate 
in the country ;—Ariſtella, who was the youngeſt, 
and the only one unprovided for, lived ſometimes 
with one and ſometimes with another of her ſiſters, 


rer 

to aud by this means, having few expences beſides 
ho ber dreſs, was enabled to appear in as genteel a 
ret manner as any woman of a moderate fortune 


could do. 

It was at the houſe of one of her brother-in- 
law's, who was a linen-draper, and ſerved Mutan- 
tius with Hollands and Cambricks, that ſhe firſt 
beheld him ; ing to call there when the 
maſter of the was abroad, he was defired to 
walk into the till his return; — A: iſtella 
was at work with her ſiſter when he came in; but 
the latter knowing he was ts grams ye threw 
alide what ſhe was about and received him with a 
great deal of politeneſs her husband not coming 
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home ſo ſoon as he was 


rning, Mutantius, 
ter having agreed for ſome things he wanted in 
ſhop, and order d them to be ſent home, took 
unwilling leave; but carry'd with him an idea which 
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that ancient city, and the fine tombs in the Cathe- 
dral, that had brought him thither, ſeveral of the 
neighbouring gentry, as well as townſmen affured Þ 
him they ſhould be proud of the honour of accom- f 
panying him to all thoſe places which moſt deſerved | 
the attention of a traveller. | 
the number of theſe hoſpitable 
was the brother-in-law of Ariſtella:—it is 

ſuppoſe that Mutantius made uſe of all the 

was maſter of to inſinuate himſelf into the good 
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34 
F 8 


? 


4 
E 
© 


; 

; 

7 

7 
r 
5 
242 


Canterbury, and taken all imagi 
glimpſe of her, he never yet had been 


gained his whole heart, — as I remember 
to have read in a very old treatiſe, entitled, De 
Arte Mundi: | . 

© Who would the favour of a patron win, 
| With flattering his vices muſt begin. ” 
Or, as another Author of a more modern date 
tells us : | 


Whate er 
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© Whate'er we do, we would have others do: 
© Proud to be teachers and examples to. 


But I beg pardon of my reader for detaining his 
attention with uſeleſs quotations to prove what eve- 
ry one is ſufficiently convinced of within himſelt; 


and ſhall now proceed with the thread of my nar- 


rative. 

Theſe two gentlemen were drinking together very 
late, — Mutantius had ply'd the other fo faſt with 
glaſſes, that he became more than ordinarily intoxi- 
cated ;—our lover obliged him to ſuffer himſelf to 
be attended home by his footman, and the next 
morning ſent a polite meſſage to enquire of his 
health ;—Beechly took this fo kindly, that he came 
immediately after to the lodgings of Mutantius, to 
ſhew that he was well, and to deſire he would do him 
honour of dining with him that day. 

„My wife,” faid he, is in the ſtraw; but ſhe 
© has a ſiſter who is at preſent with us,—a good 
© ſmart well-behaved girl, and will receive you in 
© the beſt manner ſhe is able. X 

It is not to be doubted but the heart of Mutan- 
tius flutter d with the moſt rapturous ſenſation, on 
hearing himfelf invited to come to a place where he 
was ſure of enjoying the company of that fair crea- 
ture he ſo much languiſh'd to behold, and had ta- 
ken ſo much pains to purſue. 

It is needleſs to ſay that he readily accepted fo 
obliging a ſummons, nor that he rather anticipated 
than prolong'd the appointed hour of complying 
with it he was met by Beechly at the gate with 
all imaginable demonſtrations of a fincere welcome, 
and conducted into the parlour, where Ariſtella, 
who ſoon after enter'd, was preſented to Eim. 

Whatever emotions Mutantius might feel in 
approaching to ſalute her, they were yet in- 
ferior to her's in the fuſt ſurpriſe of fecing 
Vor. II. 3 © him 
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him there; — ſhe had heard her brother Beechly 
t Ik of a fine gentleman lately come to Canter- 
bury, and had that morning received orders from 
him to prepare a handſome dinner for his entertain- 
ment; but as ſhe had not heard him mention the 
name of this new friend, and had no curioſity to 
aſk any thing concerning him, could little expect he 
was the fame ſhe had ſeen at her other ſiſter's in 
London. 

She had, it ſeems, from the firſt interview with 
him, been poſſeſs d of ſentiments in his favour, 
which, if not altogether ſo paſſionate as thoſe ſhe in- 
ſpired him with, were yet no leſs ſoft and tender; 
but conſcious of the vaſt diſparity between their 
fortunes, ſhe had endeavour'd to check the growth 
of an inclination, which ſhe thought could only be 


deſtructive of her peace, and if ever difcover'd, 


render her ridiculous to the world. 


But on this ſecond, and unexpected meeting him 


again, the ftifled wiſhes of her foul burſt out afreſa, | 


—a ſudden flow of joy ruſh'd o'er her heart, which, 
join'd to the ſurpriſe ſhe was in, ſpread a kind of 
wild, tho* agreeable confuſion in her eyes and 
voice, while ſhe made him thoſe compliments which 
civility exacted from her to a ſtranger. 

Mutantius, to whoſe penetrating eyes the change 
in her countenance was very viſible, "fook'd on it as 
a happy preſage of the ſucceſs of his defign ; and 
the ſecret pleaſure this imagination gave him bright- 
en'd all his air, and added new 
he faid or did, ſo that poor Ariſtella became now 
quite loſt in love and admiration. 

This day proved, indeed, extremely fortunate to 


 Mutantius ;—dinner was no ſooner over than Beech- | 
ly was call'd out to a perſon who waited to ſpeak | 


with him on ſome buſineſs in another room ; — the 
lover took this opportunity of declaring his paſſion 
to his miſtreſs, and relating to her the pains 1 


graces to every thing 
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taken to get a ſight of her; and the anſwers ſhe 


made, tho* very modeſt and diſcreet, were ſuch as 
gave him no reaſon to deſpair. 

Beechly returning broke off their converſation, 
he took Mutantius to ſhew him his gardens, 
which, tho? not ornamented with ſtatues nor any 
exotic curioſities, were very pleaſant and large ; 
— Mutantius was laviſh in his praiſes on every 
thing he ſaw ; but above all, his fancy ſeem'd taken 
with a long graſs walk, and a cloſe arbour at the 
end of it ;— If I had ſuch a walk as this in town, 
* ſaid he, I ſhould never trouble the Mall, Vaux- 
© Hall, nor Ranelagh.” 

Since you cannot carry this wich you, reply'd 
© Beechly, you ſhall be extremely welcome to 
make as much uſe of it as you think fit while 
* you ſtay in this part of the world.“ 

Mutantius thank'd him; but faid he was an ear- 
ly riſer, and ſhould chuſe ſuch a walk chiefly for 


I can eaſily that difficulty, ſince you 
© make it one, anſwer'd the other; there is a door 
© that opens behind the arbour into a little field 
* where I keep a cow; I ſeldom have occaſion to 
© make uſe of the key, and it is at your ſervice, — 
© ſo you may come in as early or as late as you 
6 2 without diſturbing any of my family, or 
being diſturbed by them. 

The lover made a thouſand acknow ts to 
him for this favour, and received the key, which, 


in his mind, he look'd upon as a ſure paſſport to all 


the happineſs he wiſh'd at preſent to enjoy. 

He went the very next morning, taking a book 
in his hand, to prevent ſuſpicion, in caſe he ſhould 
be ſeen, tho” there was no great d 


anger of that, as 
Beechly kept but two maids and one man ſervant, 
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who, it might be ſuppoſed, had too much buſineſs 
in a morning to ramble in the gardens ; but he 
might reaſonably hope to meet with Ariſtella, who 
having nothing to employ her time, might probably 
amuſe ſome part of it in that agreeable place. 

It is likely, however, he might have been diſ- 
appointed for many days together, if fortune had 
not now befriended him, as ſhe had hitherto done 
during the courſe of this adventure. © 

Ariſtella was there, indeed, before him, in the 
ſame walk, and very near the arbour through which 
he enter'd —ſhe had come thither to gather Cinque- 
foil for her ſiſter, the nurſe who attended her be- 
ing: apprehenſive of her falling into a feveriſh dil- 
| cider. 

"Tis likely ſhe was little leſs ſurpriſed on ſeeing 
him in that place, than ſhe had been when intro- 
duced to her by her brother ;—but as I was not 
preſent, and have this part of the ſtory from the 
report of others, canvrelate nothing of the parti- 
— of their diſcourſe, and only ſay in general, 
that he ſpar d no vows nor proteſtations to con- 
vince her of his paſſion, and that he prevail'd on 
her to return to him again, after having carry'd in 
the herbs. 

His entreaties, join'd to her own ſecret inclina- 
tions, engag'd her to fee him the next day ;—this 
meeting was ſucceeded by another, that by a third, 


and ſo on for ſeveral mornings together, —every 


one of them ſtill more endearing him to ber affec- 
tions; but, in ſpite of the pleaſure ſhe took in his 
addreſſes, ſhe could not keep herſelf from ſome 
doubt of the fincerity of his paſſion, whenever ſhe 
reflected on the inequality of their fortunes :—one 
day, expreſſing herſelf very on that 
occaſion, he cry'd out, —* Talk not of fortune, — 
© by Heaven your heart is all I with Y—this he re- 
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peated ſo often, and ſo tenderly, that ſhe at laſt 
confeſs d, —it was alcady his. 

Having brought her to this point, he now thought 
it proper to let her know the real aim of all his 
courtſhip ; he began with telling her, that beauty, 
ſuch as hers, meriied to he ſet off with all the ad- 
vantages of dieſs and grandeur ;— —hat ſhe had 
waſted too much of her youth on a mean depen- 
dence on her kindred ; and concluded with the of- 
fer of a large ſettlement, proteſting to her at the 
ſame time, that he would never marry any other 
woman, and that ſhe ſhould live in every thing like 
his wife except the name. 

If a dagger had pi-rced the gentle breaſt of Ari- 
ſtella, ir could not have given ber more pain than 
did this cruel declaration; — for ſome moments ſhe 
was unable to make any reply, but burſt into a 
flood of tears, and diſeovered all the ſymptoms of 
the moſt violent grief; —he endcavour'd to calm 
this tempeſt in her mind, by all the arts that love 
and wit could inſpire ;—but all was now in vain, 
n virtuous pride, by degrees, got the better of 
her ſorrows, and ſtarting trom him, ſhe cry'd out, 
—* Deceitful and ungenetous man but think not 
© that your baſe deſires ſhall triumph ver the weak- 
© neſs I have coafeis'd for you; — no, ! will ne- 
© ver ſee you more, nor henceforth think of you 
© but with horror and deteftation.” 

In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe fl-w out of the ar- 
bour ;—rage gave wings to her feet, yet Mutantius 
would certainly have overtaken her, if the fight of 
a man, whom Beechly had employ'd to do ſome 
work in the garden, bad not made him turn back. 

He went to his lodgings much diſconcerted at 
this accident, but the knowledge he had of Ariftel- 
las affection for him kept him from totally de- 
ſpairing — he repair'd to the dear arbour the next 
morning, but no Ariſtella appear d; he went 
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again, but had no better ſucceſs ;—reſolved to ſee 
her, if poſſible, he made a viſit at the houſe, and 
told Beechly in a free manner, that he was come 
to take a ſecond dinner with him, to which he te- 
ply'd with a compliment fuitable to the occaſion. 

Mutantius was again diſappointed, Ariſtella 
hearing he was there, ſent word to her brother that 
ſhe had a violent tooth-ach, and defired he would 
excuſe her from coming down ;—this drove the 
lover almoſt to diftraftion, -he went home, — 
wrote to her, and made his footman go, as of his 
own accord, to chat with the ſervants, and loyter 
about the houſe ill he ſhould fee Ariſtella and de- 
liver the letter to her. 

The fellow found means to execute his com- 
miſſion, — Ariſtella took the letter on his preſenting 
it to her, ard went vp into her chamber ; but after 
re flecting a lutle, would not truſt her own heart 
fo far as read this dangerous epiſtle, following the 
Poet's advice. 
© The nymph who hears, inclines to ſin; 

Who parlies half gives up the town, 
And rav*aous love ſoon enters in, 
When once the out-work's beaten down.” 

She therefore put it under a cover, and having 
ſcaled and dire cted it, came down and gave it to 
the man, ſaying, — There's my anſwer to your 
* maſter's letter. 

Never had the vanity of Mutantius met with fo 
ſevere a ſhock, yet could he not foi bear revering 
the virtue he attempted to deſtroy ;—if before he 
lov'd, he now ador'd her; and the more he con- 
fider'd her perfe&ions, the more he found her wor- 
thy to be his wife ; yet, when he thought of mar- 
riage, the idea of that ſtate was irkſome to him : 
—he knew that at preſent he was the idol of the 
fair, but ſhould ceafe to be ſo if once he became a 
huſband :—in fine, he could not bear to — 
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darling admiration, yet was equally unable to bear 
life without the enjoyment of Ariltella. 
After ſome debate within himſelf, his paſſion, 


however, got the better of his vanity, and he re- 


folied to marry Atilteila ; but which way to let 
her know he meant to do fo, ſeem'd as great a 
difficulty as any he bad paſs'd through in attempt - 
ing to ſeduce her :—he was convinced ſhe would 
neither ſee kim nor receive a letter from him, yet, 
in ſpite of all this, love fertile in contrivances, put 
a ſtratagem into his head, which had the defired 
effect; —it was this: 

Beechley's new - born fon had not been yet bap- 
tiz'd, on account of the mother's having been more 
than ofdinarily indiſpoſed during her lying-in ;— 
he offered himſelf to be one of the ſponſors at the 
font, which the other gladly accepted, having al- 
ready troubled many of his friends on the like oc- 
caſion :—Ariſtella could not now avoid his preſence, 
but behaved with ſo much reſerve, ſcarce ever 
looking towards him, that a man leſs conſcious of 
his own merit might have been abaſt'd.— er 
ſome time, when moſt of the company w'.re en- 
gaged in converſation, he found an oppor.unity to 
lay to her,—* Madam, I beſeech you will forgive 
the raſh propoſal I preſum*d to make you ;—be 
aſſ'd I have heartily repented of it, and have 
now no deſigns upon you but what ar truly ho- 
nourable ;*—to which the reply*d,—* dr, I ſhall 
never believe a man means me well v5 has 
once thought ſo poor:y of me. I only beg, re- 
ſumed he, the liberty of entertaining you once 
more in private, and if what I have then to ay 
does not merit your pardon and your favour 1 
* ſhall leave Canterbury, and pertaps the world, 
for ever. He could add no more at that time, 
—Beechly call'd to him to pledge him in a bum- 
per to the young 8 ; but be fore they yy 
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ed he found means to enforce what he had laſt ſaid, 
and ſpoke with fo moving an air that ſhe conſented 
to fee him the next morning. | 

The conſequence of this interview was a full 
forgiveneſs for what was paſt on the fide of Ari- 
ſtella, and on that of Mutantius a folemn vow of 
making her his wife the moment ſhe conſented to 
be fo ; but added, that there were fome circum- 
ſtances in his affairs which required their marriage 
ſhould be kept fecret for a time :—to this Lift ar- 
ticle ſhe made no direct anſwer at preſent, but the 
next day, when they met again by appointment, 
fuffer*d herſelf to be overcome by tis perſuaſions, 
and promiled that every thing ſhould be as he would 
have it. 

In fine, it was at laſt agreed between them that 
he ſhould return to London in a few days, and that 
ſhe ſhould follow as ſoon as her ſiſter's recovery 
permi ted her to take her leave with decency. 

Both theſe lovers were now in a ſtate of perfect 

contentment, and each of them obſerved the pro- 
miſe given to the other with the utmoſt punctua- 
lity ;—but what aftcrwards befel them muſt be the 
| ſubject of another chapter. 


C HAP. IX. 
Contains only a continuation of the ſame narrative, 
begun in the foregoing Chapter, and will not be 
comcluded in this, 


TV] — having been appris'd, by a letter 


from Atiltella, of the day in which ſhe | 


ſhould e me to town, went in his own coach as 
tar as Grecnwi'h ro meet her, and conducted her 
to a very handſome and well furniſh'd lodging, in 
one of the meſt airy and beſt ſtreets near Bloomſ- 
bury=- 


bury- Sc 


Man ail 


She 
herſelf 
mony {| 
he pere 
immedi 
teſtatio1 

r{on : 
= ſirſt 
time ſh 
he had 

He ( 
was Ov 
that re 

tigue o 

] co 


The Inviſible S r v. 81 
bury- Square, where he had alſo provided a foot - 


man and maid-fervant to attend her. 


She was at firſt a little ſcrupulous of putting 
herſelf under his protection, till the ſacred cere- 
mony ſhould have united her to him for ever :— 
he perceived the apprehenſions ſhe was under, and 
immediately relieved them by renewing his pro- 
teſtations, that the next morning ſhould make his 
perſon as inviolably her's es his heart had been from 
the firſt moment he beheld her, and at the fawe 
time ſhew'd her a ring and marriage licence, which 
he had already prepar*d for that purpoſe. 

He ſupp'd with her that evening, but when it 
was over very reſpectfully retir'd, to leave her to 
that repoſe which he judg'd neceſſary after the fa · 
tigue of her journey. 

I come now to that part-of the ſtory which I 
had an opportuni'y of being both an eye and ear 
witneſs of :—I was acquainted with. the gentle wo- 
man of the houſe where Ariſtella was placed, and 
happen'd to call there on ſome buſineſs the very 
next morning afier that young beauty had been 
brought thither. : 

My friend told me, among other diſcourſe, that 
ſhe had lett her lodgings at a very high rent; but 
was a little apprehenſive that the perſon they were 
for was no better than a kept woman ;—on my 
aſking what ground ſhe had for ſuch a ſuſpicion, 
the reply*'d,—that ſhe had lett her lodgings to a 
gentleman of fortune, call'd Mutantius, for the uſe 
of a lady whom he brought to take poſſeſſion of 
them the nizht before, and that he had alſo hired 
ſervants to wait upon her, who ſhe found knew as 
little of the perſon they were to ſerve as ſhe did. 

She farther added, that the lady was extremely 
young, the moſt beautiful creature ſhe ever faw in 
her life ;—and that ſhe could nat help thinkipg it 
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a litile odd, that fuch a one ſhould be under the 
care of ſo gay and airy a ſpark as Mutantius. 

As; I was pertectly acquainted with the character 
of Mutantius, I was a good deal of opinion that 
ſhe was in the right ;—I adviſed her, however, to 
ſay nothing till ſhe (hould fee farther into the mat- 
ter, and not loſe ſo beneficial a lodger en a bare 
conjecture. 

She approv'd of what I ſaid, and I took my 
leave, but not to go home,—what ſhe had told me 
fill'd me with a curiolity to diſcover ſomething 
more of this affair, ſo went no farther than the 
firſt blind alley 1 found, where I put on my In- 
viſible Belt, and returned again juſt as Mutantius 
knock'd at the door, —I enter'd with him and fol. 
low'd him up ſtairs ;—the fight of Ariſtella con- 
vinced me that the good woman had not been mĩſ- 
tiken in the deſcription ſhe gave me of her ;—the 
lovers ran int each other's arms, and Mutantius 
looking on her with the greateſt tenderneſs ſpoke 
thus : 

Mutanti::s, Now, my deareſt Atiftella, I am 
© come to put a final end to all your doubts cither 
* of my love or honour.” - 

Ariſtella. * I am pleaſed to think that the per 
fett confidence I have ſhewn in both gives me 
* ſome ſort of claim to the proof you are now 
about to give of them, ſince I muſt confeſs my- 
© ſelf in every other reſpect fo unworthy of you.” 

Mutantius. *©* You are worthy of every thing; 
© —but, my dear, you forget that there is another 
© teſtimony that I expect from you of the regard 
© you have for me. | 

Ariſtella. Name it, that my compli- 
© ance may convince you how happy I think my- 
© (elf ia every opportunity of obliging you.“ 

JMutantius; It is that you will be content that 
© for ſome time our martiage may be kept a ſecret.” 

Ariſtclla. 
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Nella. You know I have already promis 'd 


Mutantius. * Yes, — in general terms; — but 
you have ſiſters who are very dear to you, and 
tho” I doubt not of their ditcretion, I cannot 
think a ſecret ſafe when truſted in ſo many hends : 
— Will then your love for me enable you to en- 
dure- their reproaches for your ſuppoſed diſho- 
nour, rather than reveal what is inconvenient for 
me to be made known ?” 

Ariſtella. *© The trial is a little ſevere, but will 
not laſt for ever. | 
Mutantius, * No, my dear, a time will come 
when your innocence ſhall be fully cleared, and 
like the ſun, ſhine brighter after this ſhort eclipſe ; 
— till then, may I depend that the name of 
wife and huſband ſhall be known only between 
ourſelves ?? 

Ariſtella. © You may.“ 

Mutantius. * Swear it then.” 

Ariſtella. * By all that's facred.” 
Mutant iur. Hold, my dear ;—I would have 
© you firſt underſtand the extent of the vow 
© you are about to make ;—you ſwear that no 
* imaginary provocation on my fide, nor no unjuſt 
© contempt nor ill treatment you may meet witly 
c 
= 
c 


from the world, ſha'l ever extort from you a 
confeſſion that you are my wife, till I myſelf 
ſhall publickly acknowledge yon to be fo.? 
Ariſtella. * All this I folemnly ſwear, and in- 
voke Heaven to bleſs me as 1 ſhall religiouſly 
obſerve it.” 
Mutantius. * Charming, generous creature, 
and in return, to prevent all future apprehen- 
ſions in prejudice of my faith or conſtancy from 
riſing in your gentle breaſt, if it were poſſible 
for me to take a baſe advantage of the obliga- 
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* dreſſes to another woman on the ſcore of mar- 
* riage, I here releaſe you from your vow, and 
leave you at liberty to declare yourſelf my wife, 
aſſert your prior right, and proclaim me for a 
villain.” 

Ariſtella. Heaven forbid i: ſhould ever come 
t that.” 

ſutontins. © No, my Ariſtella,—there is no 
danger, I have already rejected greater offers 
than ever can be made to me again :—todeal ſin - 
cerely with vov,—there has been always in my 
nature an extreme repugnancy to the name of 
marriage ; the name of huſband was irkſome to 
me ;—no woman but yourſelf had ever charms to 
reconcile me to it ; but your beauty, your ſweet- 
neſs, your unaffefted modeſty, have now inform- 
ed my ſoul, and by degrees will make me as 
proud of Hymen's fetters as I ſhould once have 
been aſham'd of them.” 

Ariſtella. * It ſhall be my whole ſtudy to make 
th: m eaſy to you.” 

Mutantius. I know it will ;—but come, my 
love,—a coach waits to carry us to church.—that 
ſolemn ſcene which fixes the everlaſting happineſs 
or wy of all who approach it in the manner 
we do.“ 

On concluding theſe words he took her by the 
hand and led ker down ſtairs, —1 was cloſe behind 
them when they went into the coach, which was 
order'd to drive to Clerkenwell ;—I preſently ſup- 
ney he made cho'ce of this place as there was the 
_ danger of his being ſeen by any one who knew 

I follow'd on foot, but came time enough to 
the church to fee Mutantius reſign that liberty he 
had once (ct ſo high a value on as to reſolve never 
to part with; —the-ceremony of marriage was per- 
formed by the curate of the puiſh, and the cleik 
ofliciated 
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officiated as father to give away the bride ;—after 
all was over, Mutantius deſired their marriage 
might be regiſter d, and a certificate of it given to 
Ariſtella ;- both which were accordingly done. 

I now left the new wedded pair to diſpoſe of 
themſelves as they thought fit, and return'd to my 
apartment in order to ruminate at leiſure on an ad- 
venture which ſeem'd to me to have in it many in- 
conliſtencies, 

- To find that Mutantius, after having refuſed 
ſome of the beſt fortunes and moſt lovely women 
in the kingdom, ſhould give his hand to a girl like 
Ariſtella, who tho? poſſeſsꝰd of every amiable qua- 
lification of the mind, was yet as inferior in beau- 
ty as in the goods of fortune; this, I ſay, afford- 
ed much matter of aſtoniſhment tome, yet the in- 
junction he had laid her under of keeping their 
marriage a ſecret appear'd to me a ſtill greater ſub - 
ject for ſpeculation. 

At firſt I fear'd he did not mean her fair; but 
-when the care he took to have their marriage re- 
ziſter'd, and a certificate of it to be deliver'd to 
her, contradicted that opinion, and I began to think, 
that as fancy is more prevalent than judgment in 
i the affairs of love, he really thought her worthy 
: of being his wife, and would one day publickly 
acknowledge her to be ſuch, tho” at preſent the 
tenderneſs he had for her was not ſlrong enough to 
overcome the vanity of being admin'd by others, 
which he thought would ceaſe, and he ſhould paſs 
unregarded by the reſt of the fair ſex, when he 
ſhould be known to have attach'd himſelf to one by 
marriage. | £ 
The more I thought on this adventure, the more 
I was confounded ; and the reſult of all my medi- 
tations was, that it muſt be left to time to unravel 
the myſtery ;—I kept, however, a watchful eye 
on the behaviour of Mutantius, but was —_— 
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wiſer for the pains I took, as I found he lived 
ia the ſame gay and gallant manner he had always 
done in reſpect to the ladies. 

It was about a month, as near as I can remem- 
ber, after his marriage with Ariſtella, that a young 
beauty, call'd Elutheria, ar d intown ; —the 
late death of her father had left her miſtreſs of a 
very large fortune, and with it, what perhaps was 
not leſs pleafing to her, the full enjoyment of that 
liberty, which, during his life, had been much re- 
ſtrained, 

A new face, without the addition of any extra- 
ordinary beauty, is of itſelf ſufficient to draw af- 
ter it a train of admirers; but Elutheria had 
charms, which, joined to thoſe of novelty, made 
it not ſtrange that ſhe ſhould ſoon become the ge- 
neral toaſt. 

The firſt time Mutantius ſaw her was at the 
Playhouſe ;—he was there with Apamia,——ſhe 
'd to be ſeated, with two other ladies, in a 
box juſt oppoſite to them; but not knowing who 
ſhe was, had perhaps taken no notice of her, if 
Apamia had not indiſcreetly mentioned her to him; 
I was fitting behind them, and heard this little 
following dialogue : 

Apamia. Do you ſee Elutheria yonder ?” 

Mutantins. * What! ſhe that makes fo great 
© anoiſe in town ?—Pray, madam, which is the ?? 

Apamia. She in mourning juſt over-againſt 
© us. — I find her beauty has but little effect on 
« you, that you did not obſerve her before.” 

Mutantius, * 1 was too much taken up with 
© what I have more near, madam.” | 

Apamia. * Nay, for my part, I can fee no- 
© thing extraordinary in her ;—then ſhe is the moſt 
© infipid creature in the world; — I have been in 
a 22 and ſhe has not a word to ſay for 
0 * | 


| 
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Mut antius. Well, I wonder any man can be 
© charm'd with a woman that has not wit ;—one 
© may as well fall in love with a fine picture as with 
© a fine woman without a tongue; but where wit 
© and beauty are united, as in the divine Apamia, 
© all hearts muſt yield,” 

Apamia. Lou flatter me, Mutantius.” 

Mutantius. © No, by Heaven !—you are in 
* reality what the poet ſays of Corrinna. 

© All that deſire can wiſh, or fancy form.” 

Allthe anſwer ſhe _—— 2 full of 
languiſhment, accompany'd with a little pat on his 
ſhoulder with her * turn'd — 
obſerve what was doing on the ſtage ;—but in ſpite 
of the fine things he had been ſaying to her, I ea- 
ſily diſtinguith'd, from the firſt mention of Eluthe- 
ria's name, acertain reſtleſsneſs in him for a more 
full view of that celebrated beauty. 

He had never been practis'd in the virtue of ſelf- 
denial, and was not of a humour to put any check 
on his inclinations, of what kind ſoever they 
were ;—he ſoon after made an excuſe to Apamia 
for leaving her a few minutes, telling her he ſaw a 
gentleman on the other ſide of the houſe whom he 
muſt needs ſpeak with. 

The n with whom he pretended to have 
buſineſs was ſeated at the very end of one of the 
benches in the pit, juſt under Elutheria's box, fo 
that he could not have thought on a more com- 
modious fituation for the gratification of his curio- 


The play acted that night afforded me little mat- 


ter of entertainment, and I left it at the beginning 


of the fourth act: as I was paſling behind the 
boxes, to go out of the houſe, I met Mutantius 
returning to Apamia, but firſt heard him give di. 
rections to one of the orange-women to carry a 
paper of ſweetmeats to the lady in mourning, the 
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next box but one to the ſtage, with the compli- 
ments of a gentleman unknown. 

This incident, join'd to ſome others I had been 
witneſs of, made me pity poor Ariſtella, who tho? 
married infinitely beyond her hopes in point of 
fortune, and to one ſhe paſſionately loved, could 
not be expected to enjoy a laſting or ſincere hap- 
pineſs wich a man of fo vain, fo volatile, and fo 
uncertain a diſpoſition. 

A very little time afterwards convinc'd me that 
Mutantius was not the leſs general lover for being 
a huſband, —he met Elutheria at the route of a 
lady of his acquaĩatance; ſhe appear'd more 
lovely to him at this ſecond fight even than at the 
firſt, and the ſprightlineſs of her humour gave a 
double luſtre to the graces of her perſon ;—ſhe 
has, indeed, charms which might inſpire the moſt 
tender emotions in the heart of any man,—that of 
Mutantius could not but confeſs their force, aad 
the liking he had for her, join'd to the ambition of 
being firlt in the eſteem of a woman who was at 
preſent the firſtin the eſleem of moſt men, made 
him omit nothing that might conduce to the grati- 
fication of that darling paſſion. 

His fine perſon, —his flowing wit, —his engaging 


| manner of addreſs, had made many conqueſts 


without deſigniag it; but here, —where he exerted 

all his rhetoric, —called the dying Cupids to his 

eyes, and ſeem'd to breathe nothing but love and 

ſoft deſi e, it is not to be wender'd at that he ſtole 

vpon the mind of a young maid, altogether un- 
ared for ſo dangerous a rencounter. 

In fine, ſhe lov'd him, —lov'd and admir'd him 
to that infatuated degree, that ſhe was proud of 
doing ſo,—glory*d ia the chains of her too ami- 
able vanquiſher, and attempted not to conceal 
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Apamia, who for ſome months had thought 
herſelf the ſupreme ſovereign of his heart, was al- 
moſt diſtracted on finding ſhe had ſo powerful a 
competitor ; all the inconſtancy of Mutantius 
could not render him lefs dear to her; ——but the 
charms of her for whoſe ſake ſhe thought herſelf 
neglefted became fo odious in her eyes, that ſhe 
ſpar'd nothing which female wit and malice could 
ſuggeſt to blacken her character, and make ker 
appear contemptible to the world. | 

The unguarded conduct of Elutheria, aſſiſting the 
envy of her rival, this late celebrated beauty became 
as much deſpis'd as ſhe had been once ador'd ; 
but all abſorb'd in love and its fallacious joys, ſhe 
felt not the weight of her misfortune, becauſe ſhe 
ſaw it not, till Mutantius himſelf had gain'd his 
point, and ſhew'd the world he had bore away the 
12 ſo many in vain had aim'd at, open'd her de- 

ided eyes by treating her with a cold indifference 
and palpable neglect. 

But now,—metkinks I hear the reader cry out» 
with ſome impatience,—* How did Ariſte lla be- 
© have all this time? How could ſhe, the lawful 
© wife of this inconſtant man, ſupport the ſhare 
© that others had in his afﬀfettions ??—Irt is; indeed, 
impoſſible for me to ſay in what manner ſhe would 
have reſented fo provoking a circumſtance if known 
to her; but ſhe liv'd too retir'd for this misfortune 
to reach her ears; he had, however, other 
troubles more than ſufficient for human fortitude to 
ſuſtain, but of what nature they were mult be left 
to the next chapter to explain. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. X. 


The o—_ phe of this adventure cannit fail of ex- 
citing compaſſion in the breaſts of my fair rea- 
2 and alſo afford much matter of ſpeculation 


to thoſe of the other ſex. 


* E purſuit of other adventures, which ſhall 
be inſerted in their proper places before the 
concluſion of this work, hinder'd me for a long 
time from going to ſee in what manner Ariſtella 
was treated by Mutantius ; but at length, ſome 
uneaſy reflections on her account raiſed an impa- 
_ in me to know the certainty of her preſent 


Accordingly I went one day to the houſe where 
ſhe was lodg'd ; but, to my great ſurpriſe, found 
ſhe had made but a ſhort ſtay there, and had been 
removed a conſiderable time before my coming: 
---on my asking ſome queſtions of my friend con- 
cerning the reaion of it, the good woman anſwer'd 
me in theſe or the like terms : 

© The affair was juſt as i expetted, r 
© I pity the poor young woman, indeed, 
6 he bes — hands St dach a one ;z---but I ſup- 

© poſe ſhe has been Jecoy'd by abundance of fair 

* promiſes :---I wonder, however, that Mutan- 
© tius knowing the character of my houſe, and that 
© I always had people of the beſt faſhion lodge 
© w'th me, ſhould offer to bring a kept miſtreſs un- 
© der my roof; but I was very free with him,--- 
CY told kim my mind very plainly on the oc- 
© calion.” 

And pray what anſwer did he make, cry'd I, 
© with ſome impatience,---when you call'd ber a 
© kept-miſtreſs ?* 

© Very 


The Inviſible S v x. 91 


6 

6 and as ſuch expected I ſhould 
© treat her civilly ;—I told him it was not in my 
© nature to treat any body uncivilly, but that I 
o 
4 


ſuch doings, 

ou ide another lodging for her 
8 is he flew into a paſſio 
© an ignorant fooliſh: woman, and the like: but I 
© did not regard his bouncing, and as he found I 
* was reſulute, took his madam away in a few days 
© afterwards. 

The manner in which this woman ſpoke made 
me extremely commiſerate the condition of poor 
Ariſtella, who, though a lawful wife, was obliged, 
through the caprice of Mutantius, and the vow ſhe 
had taken, to endure all the contumely due to a 
proſtitute. HG 

I would have given almoſt any thing but the ſe- 
cret of my Inviſible Belt and Tablets to have cleat d 
Ariftella's innocence in the fulleſt manner to this 
ſcrupulous gentlewoman; but as there was no do- 
ing the one without the other, I was compell'd to 
content myſelf with getting out of her directions to 
the place where this much injur'd beauty was remov- 
ed, reſolving to take the firſt opportunity to ſee what 
atonement the behaviour of Mutantius made to her 


in private, for the injuſtice he did her reputation in 
bl: 


I was fo lucky as to find them the firſt 
day I went; but the ſcene I was witneſs of, in- 
ſtead of diminiſhing, very much added to the con- 
cern I had carry'd with me, as every good-natur'd 
reader, on my reciting it, will believe. 

Ariſtella was fitting very melancholy in one corner 
of the room, —Mutantius in another, with all the 
marks of diſcontent and ill- humour in his counte- 
nance ;—by what follow'd, it appears that ſhe — 
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been ſpeaking ſome what to him in relation to the 
diſcovery of their marriage — doubt not, by what 
I faw of her behaviour both before and afterwards, 
that ſhe expreſs d herſelf in very gentle terms on the 
occaſion ; but the bare mention of ſuch a thing, to 
a man of his preſent way of thinking, was of itſelf 
a ſufficient offence. 

I have already deſcrib'd the poſture I found him 
in; but juſt as I enter'd the room he reply d to 
what ſhe had faid, and that reply drew on a conver- 
ſation which let me into the whole of both their 
ſentiments. 

Mutantins. I am forry to find you have fo 
© little regard for me; and indeed fo little pru- 


A „ as whenever I am with you to fall eter- 
© nally upon a ſubject which you know is ſo diſa- 
» ble to me.” 


Ariflella. © If you lov'd me half fo well as you 
© once „ it would not be ſo diſagreeable; 
© — and you would, at leaſt, acquaint me with 
8 - reaſoags which oblige me to live in the manner 
© I do.” | 
Mutantius. * Perhaps it is not proper for me to 
reveal them.” 


Ariflella. * Oh, Mutantius :—I know not what 
© to think of my condition, — Why did you marry 
« me?” 


Mutantius. © Becauſe I then liked you better 
than any other woman, and if I do not ftill con- 
tinue to do fo it is your own fault ;—T hate to be 
teaz'd :—befides, the conditions of our marriage 
were that it ſhould be kept a ſecret.” 
Arifltella, * Yes, —for a time.” 
Mutantius.” * That time will not be ſhorten'd by 
your impatience.” 

Aviftella. © It may, —for if it laſt much longer 

my heart infallibly muſt break.” 

a Mutantias. 
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Mutants. © Piſh,—women's hearts are not of 
© ſuch brittle ſtuff ;—the head is in more danger, 
© when ſwell'd with ſenſeleſs pride and vanity.” 

Ariftella. © Indeed, fir, I think it would at leaſt 
a become you to be a liule more ſerious on the oe. 
caſion. 

Mutantius, * With all my heart, madam zj—a$ 
© ſerious as you pleaſe ;—for faith I am not in a 
© humour to be very merry : — ſeriouſly then, you 
© ſeem to me to be one of the moſt ungrateful, and 
© moſt unreaſonable women under the ſun.— Have 
© I not taken you from a mean dependence 
e 
helps you received from them? Have you not 
w good lodgings, ſervants to wait on you, and 
allowance ſufficient to ſupport you in a faſhion 
_—_ what you could ever have expected ?—yet 
all this is nothing in your account.” 

Ariftella. * Nothing, when balanced againſt a 
© life of infamy the v => ſervants you upbraid 
© me with, deſpiſe me while they ſerve me ;—the 
© people of the houſe treat me but with ai enforced 
* civility; — I paſs my days as one who was an 
© alien to the world, and had no buſineſs in it 
© never partake the joys of ſocial converſation, — 
© never viſit, nor am viſited, and fcarce dare ven- 
6 ture to breathe the freſhneſs of the open air, left 
© I ſhould be feen by any who have known me, 
: 834 who, mean as you think 

of them, know how to ſet a juſt value upon re- 
© putation, and to ſcorn all the riches of the carth 
© without it.” 

Mutantius. * A very fine catalogue of com- 
* plaints, truly.—Have you any more to add? 
Ariftella. * Yes, —one thing more, which, with 
© What indifference ſoever you may now regard me. 
© ought not methinks, to eſcape your conſiderati- 
* on;—you know I am far advanced in my preg- 
nancy 
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had thrown myſelf away ; but this, my dear, 
ou may aſſure yourſelf, that I will endeavour to 
id of theſe ſcruples as ſoon as poſſible; — 
mean time, I will give you as much 
company as can be ſpat d from bufineſs 
attachments which are not to be diſ- 
with I came on purpoſe to devote this 
day to you, drive me not from you by your 
diſcontent ;—kiſs me, and give me your promiſe 
© that you will be entirely eaſy.” 
She comply'd readily with the firſt part of this 
injunction, and ſaid ſhe would do the beſt to perform 
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fir, — her footman 
© was ſo preſſing to have it deliver d to your ho- 


To MuTanTius. 


© Dear Agreeable, 1 1 
HIS ſubpoena demands your preſence at a | 


— 0 
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£ your character of politeneſs, nor leave behind you 
© any of thoſe talents which will ſerve to render the 
&« ſacrifice we propoſe to mirth and gayety com- 
e plete; — you know yourſelf the life and foul of 
* converſation; your abſence, therefore, at this time, 
&* would be unpardonable :—if your watch ſhould 
„ happen to go too faſt, or any other accident 
% make you anticipate the appointed hour, and you 
t come before the reſt of the company, you need 
& not apprehend being turn d back, by 
WT Fs “ Yours, &c. &c. 

© APAMIA.” 


Having read this little billet, he bid his man fly 


to Apamia and carry her his compliments, with an 


aſſurance that he would do himſelf the honour to 
be punctual in obeying her commands ;—then turn'd 
into the room and faid to Ariſtella, 

Mutantius. © I am ſorry, my dear, I cannot ſtay 
© with you as I promiſed ; — ſome friends deſire 
my company this afternoon, and I cannot poſſi- 
0 y excuſe myſelf from complying with their re- 
c , : 

— © You will dine with me, however? 

Mutantius. It will be utterly inconvenient for 
© me to do ſo; — it is now near two o'clock, —I 
© am to meet the company at five, and muſt new 
© dreſs ; fo you will excuſe me. 

Ariſtella. * When may I hope to ſee you again?, 

Mutantius. © To-morrow, perhaps, —or next 
day, l cannot ſay exactly when; but I will come 
ſoon. Farewell, - make yourſelf eaſy. 

In ſpeaking theſe laſt words he gave her a flight 
ſalute, and went down ſtairs careleſly humming part 
of an Italian air, leaving his turtle to moan the ab- 
ſence of her inconſtant mate. | 
By what I had now ſeen of the behaviour and 
diſpoſition of Mutantius, I found reafon to believe 
"o 


it wou 
himſel 
reſolve 
ſitions 
intellig 

Th 
I expe 
which 


d 
e 
it 


The Inviſible Sev. 97 


it would be yet a great while before he would bring 
himſelf to make a declaration of his marriage, ſo 
reſolved not to take the trouble of any farther inqui- 
ſitions, but wait till common fame ſhould give me 
intelligence of it. | 

This event however, happen'd much ſooner than 
expected; but was brought about by an accident 
which excited the extremeſt pity inſtead of congra- 
tulations ;—the unfortunate Ariſtella was not born 
to enjoy a happineſs ſhe ſo ardently had wiſh'd for, 
and fo long been made to hope ;—death alone had 
the power to give what life in vain had waited for; 
and the fame breath which told me Mutantius had 
acknowledged her for his wife, inform'd me alſo 
that ſhe was no more. | 

Ariſtella, on her leaving the country, was charg'd 
with letters and ſome little preſents from Mrs. 
Beechly to her two fiſters in London; but being 
hinder'd from executing this commiſhon in 
by the obligation Mutantius had laid her under, ſhe 
ſent what was entruſted to her care by a porter, 
accompany'd with a little billet from herſelf ; in 
which ſhe told them, —that an affair of the utmoſt 
conſequence kept her at preſent from ſeeing them, 
but that ſhe hoped to do fo in a ſhort time, and 
would then acquaint them with the reaſons for hav- 
ing abſented herſelf, and begg'd they would enter- 
tain no unfavourable thoughts of her conduct in 
this point. 

As ſhe was circumſtanced, it was not in her 
power to have acted otherwiſe than ſhe did; yet 
what ſatisfaction could ſuch a letter as this give to 
the two ſiſters for a girl, ſo young and beautiful 
as ſhe was, to baniſh herſelf from her kindred, 
without acquainting them with the motive of her 
doing fo, or the place to which ſhe was retir'd, 
had a right to raiſe in them conjectures of the 
very worit fort :—they were almoſt diſtracted at 

Vol. II. F the 
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the thoughts of her ſuppoſed ruin, and ſpar d no 


pains to find her out, in order to bring her home, 
and ſnatch her from the ſhame they imagin d ſhe 
involved in. 

Fruitleſs was their ſearch for a long time; but 
chance, at length, diſcover d to them not only 
eypy es Sonny but —_——_ ep ſupported 

a gentleman ; and, in fine, that was look'd 
as a kept-miſtreſs : — quite tranſported with 
and. to the houſe where ſhe 


is it for any one to conceive what the 
foul of Ariſtella ſuffer'd in this ſhocking ſtroke, — 
canſcious of innocence, yet labouring under all 
the appearance of guilt: — ſcandaliz'd, abus'd by 
thoſe to whom ſhe had been ſo dear, yet-incapable 
either of defending her wrong'd virtue, or of blam- 
ing the ſeverity ſhe was treated with for her ſup- 
pos'd fall ; — every paſſion that can agitate the hu- 
man heart at once affaiFd, and overwhelm'd her 
with a variety of anguiſh; the force of which had 
ſuch an effect upon her as to cauſe an abortion that 
lame night, and alſo to throw her into convul- 
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ſons, which in a few hours render d her life deſpair'd 
of by all about her. 

In: her intervals, between thoſe fits which de- 

44 her of all ſenſe and motion, ſhe cry'd out for 

— aſk'd where he was, and ſaid ſhe 

— 2 not die without ſeeing him; — meſſengers 

were immediately diſpatch'd to him with this dread- 


ful meſſage ;—he came on hearing it, — he ſecm'd 


greatly affected at the condition he found her in, 
but was much more fo when he was informed by 
„„ 
was inſenſible on his entrance, but recovering ſoon 
bim ſo near her, catch'd hold of 


-a tie you have been aſham'd to own.' — © No 
Heaven! cry'd he, Live, live, Ariſtella, and 
will declare to all the world that you are my 
wife, — my lawful married wile.” 

Whether it was this ſudden ruſh of joy, on hearing 
him ſpeak theſe words, that was too powerful for 
her weakneſs to ſuſtain, or that the lamp of life was 


. waſted by the a2onies ſhe had before endur d, is 


altogether uncertain, but ſhe expir'd that moment, 
dalle up ber laſt breth on the boſom of hr to 
repenting huſband. 

Love, pity, and remorſe, now engroſs'd all his 
faculties; —he kept his promiſe, acknowledg'd her 
for his wife, had her intomb'd, with the greateſt 
funeral pomp, in his own family vault, and paid all 
imaginable honours to her memory; whether he will 
ever relapſe into his former vanities it is time alone 
muſt ſhew ;—but at preſent this once gay thought- 
leſs rover, either is, or affects to be, loſt to the 
Joys he lately was fo fond of, — behaves with the 
utmoſt — towards the fair ſex, ſeldom 
goes to any public 953 but little * 
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at home; and, in fine, ſeems to be in every thing 
:the very reverſe of what he was. 

This change, together with the occaſion of it, 
was a terrible diſappointment to many a flaunting 
belle who had plum'd herſelf on his devoirs ; but 
Apamia and Elutheria were the moſt deeply affected 
by it; — both theſe ladies had, in fact, too liberally 
rewarded his pretended paſſion not to be over- 
wheln'd with grief and ſpite at the diſcovery of 
the deception he had put upon them, and that the 
heart they had labour'd to engroſs and paid ſo dear 
a purchaſe for, had been the right of another be- 
fore he had ever ſcen either of. their faces. 

But Apamia, who, beſides a great ſpirit, had 
a good deal of the coquette in her nature, got rid 
of the chagrin more eaſily than her fair rival had 
the power to do; — that unhappy: beauty, finding 
herſelf loſt to love as well as to tation, grew 
fick of the world, and retir'd into the country, 
reſolving to return no more to a place which had 
been fo fatal both to her honour and repoſe. 

As to the ſiſters of the unfortunate Ariſtella, they 
were ſeiz d with the moſt deep affliftion, when 
they came to know the fad effeQts their raſh reſent- 
ment had occaſion d; which may ſerve as a warn- 
ing to all perſons not to be over haſty in 
actions, the true meaning of which they cannot 
immediately comprehend. 
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BOOK VI. 


CHAP. I. 


I dedicated entirely to the Ladies, as it relates an 


adventure which nearly. concerns them to take na- 
tice of. 


MON all the numerous Modes which the 
wantonneſs of luxury has of late years intro- 
duced into this kingdom for the deſtroying of time, 
I-know of none more fatal to the virtue and repu- 
tation of the female ſex than Maſquerades I mean, 
as that amuſement is at preſent conducted. 

Indeed when a ſelect company of ladies and gen- 
tlemen agree among themſelves, or are invited by 
ſome perſon of condition, to divert each other in 
ſuch diſguiſes - as their ſeveral fancies ſhall make 
choice cf, as practiſed in France and ſome other 
polite places, the caſe is widely different; for there, 
aſter paſſing a few hours. in muſic, dancing, and 
pleaſant raillery, according to the characters 
aſſume, the maſks are all thrown aſide, and every 
one appears ſuch as he is; — ſo that none will ven- 
ture to talk or act beneath a vizard in ſuch a man- 
ner, as when he ftands reveal'd, will either reflect 
ſhame on himſelf, or give offence to thoſe he has 
been entertaining ;—Maſquerades, thus managed, I: 
cannot but allow to be not only innocent but lauda- 


ble amuſements, as they ſerve to whet the wit and 
exhilerate the mind. . 


But here, —ſorry am I to fay it. the Maſque- | 
rade houſes may with propriety enough be card 4 
ſhops, where opportunities for immorality, pro- - 
1 . obſcenity, _ almoſt every kind of: 


2 3. vice, , 


ſemblies at the Maſquerade-houſe will be compoſed 
of ſuch only as are fit to herd t 1 | 

For the benefit, however, of the unwary, and 
thoſe who by their ſmall acquaintance in- 
ignorant of the uſage and cuſtoms of theſe danger- 
ous amuſements, it will not be amiſs to relate an 
unhappy adventure which was witneſs of, and 
may ſerve as a warning to all who are truly inno- 
cent and defire to remain ſo. 

Alexis and Matilda were the ſon and daughter of 
two gentlemen who lived at a ſmall village near 
Neweaſtle upon Tyne ;—they had loved each other 
even befure either of them well knew what was 
meant by the paſſion, and as their underſtandings 
ripen d, their inclinations increaſed in proportion: 
hope, for ſome time, gi'ded the proſpect of their 
mutual wiſhes ; but, when they leaſt expected, a 
ſtop was put to the conſummation by an unfortu- 
nate di ent happening between their 
- "Alexis was forbid to fee Matilda, and Matilda 
ever to think on Alexis; but theſe commands had 
lifle-authority over hearts fo fondly enamour'd as 


irs ; 
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theirs they form'd the moſt romantic contri- 
vances to keep alive the flame with which each had 
inſpir d the other, ſome of which ſucceeded fo well 
as to enable them to continue a tender intercourſe 
by letters, and even to gain ſome private inter- 
VIEWS. 

It was the father of Alexis who of the two had 
been the moſt refractory, and he dying a ſmall time 
after, the young gentleman found means to recon- 
eile matters ſo effectually with the parents of Ma- 


pal . 

Matilda, whoſe every care, and hope, and j — Jo's 
had all been center'd in her dear Alexis, had 
thing now to wiſh beyond what ſhe was in po- 
ſem̃on of; and Alexis thought himſelf fo dleſs d, 
that he even defied the power of fortune to give 
him any cauſe of diſquiet fatal ſecurity How 
args | ara 
ſent good ? 

They bad not long enjoy'd the ſweets of this ſo- 
much deſit d. union, before Matilda, who had ne- 
ver been in London, expreſs d ſome curiofity to fee 
a place ſhe had heard 175 much talk of; — Alexis, 
proud to embrace every opportunity of giving her 
pleaſure, immediately took the hint, and told her 
he was ready nr ſoon as ſhe 
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times at the houſe where he was boarded, and have 
an eye over his behaviour ;—T did fo, and the ad- 
vice I gave him being deliver'd not in a magiſterial 
but friendly manner, the lad conceived a very great 
affection for me from that time, and has preſerved 
it ever fince;—he made me the compliment of a 
firſt viſit on his coming to town,—told me how 
happy he was, and begg'd I would be no ſtranger 
to the fair pet ſon who had made him fo. 

accepted the invitation, and went the next day; 
—on his preſenting Matilda to me I was ſtruck 
with the extremeſt admiration ; for beſides a grace- 
ful air and ſhape, a Celicate complexion, fine eyes, 
a ſet of the moſt lovely features I ever faw in one 
face; and, in fine, every thing that could conftitute 
a perfect beauty, there was ſuch a ſweet fimplicity, 
— fuch a chearful unaffected innocence ſhone 
through the whole, and brighten'd every grace, that 
I was in a manner cd, and and could not forbear 
ervine cut with Carlos in me play, 


© Tf the face be the index of the mind, 
* She has a thouſand treafur'd virtues there,” 


Alexis was quite tranſported at the tokens I gave 
of my approbation of the choice he had made ;— 
the charming Matilda ſeem'd alſo highly pleas'd ; ; 
but I could eafily perceive ſhe was not fo through 
the vanity of hearing any praiſes on herſelf, but 
meerly becauſe her dear Alexis was juſtified in the 
opinion of one whom ſhe faw he look'd upon as 


his friend. 
But how great ſoever the ſatisfaction was which 


this happy couple received from my behaviour to- 
wards them, I think it could ſcarce exceed what I 
felt in my own boſom, on finding ſo perfect a har- 
mony, fo ' uncounterfeited a tenderneſs, fo warm 
an aff , reciprocally given and paid „ 
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two perſons united in the manner they were, and 
whoſe love was not built on partial inclination, but 
on the real merits of each other, and confirm'd by 
the ſtrongeſt principles of reaſon, virtue, and mo- 


rality. . 


Alexis had never been but once in London ſince 
he went from ſchool, and conſequently knew but 
few people in it; as for Matilda, ſhe was entirely 
a ſtranger to every body here,—yet both of them 


having all 


ance, but 
a third perſon of their par 


As the ſole excitement Matilda had to take a 
to London, was to gratify her curiolity- 


— wiſh' d ra 
ht after or deſir d to make any new acquaint- 
kept always together, and never wanted 


journey 

with the ſight of it, there was no eminent ſtructure 
or place of note to which ſhe was not conducted 
d her to the 


by her endearing huſband ;—he 


Royal-Exchange, the Tower, the 
Paule, the Palace at St. James's, the Parliament 
Houſe, and Collegiate Church of St. Peter's, Weſt- - 


minſter. 


ral of St. 


I accompanied them in the laſt mentioned tour, 


where, as we were walki 


ng and taking a ſurvey of 


the venerable monuments of the illuſtrious dead, it 


pleaſed me much to obſerve the 
ſhe took, above all 


notice 


others, of the Tomb of that 


princeſs of England, who, when her royal conſort - 
was wounded by a poiſon'd arrow in the Holy 
Land, and no other means remain'd for his reco- 
very but by ſucking out the venom from the bleed- 
ing orifice, willingly undertook the taſk, proud to 


meet an inevitable death to preſerve the life of a 


huſband whole ſafety was dearer to her than her 


Own. . 
© How 


2 


Bades — 


happy was. this princeſs, ſaid the ſweet / 


6 © Matilda, in N ſuch an gpportunity of teſtify-. 


0 Few . 


women, > 
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women, madam, anſwer'd 1, would think 
© themſclves ſo, or make the fame uſe of it ſhe 
did. They muſt then, return'd ſhe with fome 
* warmth, have ſouls little capable of any ſincere 
© tenderneſs, or of a juſt ſenſe of what is owingto 
that myſterious union, which makes the huf- 
* band the far better part of the wife. 

Alexis had too much love and gratitude in 
his nature not to reply to what ſhe ſaid, in terms 
which .ſhew*d how deeply he was touch'd with it, 
and would doubtleſs have expatiated much longer 
upon the theme, if they had been in any other 
thing in this Metropolis, than many can pre- 
tend to be who have paſs*d their whole lives upon 
the ſpot, he went with her to Hampton-Court, 
Windſor-Caſtle, Kenſington, and the royal Hoſ- 
pitals of Greenwich and Chelſea, and alſo to ſeve- 
ral fine Villas on the banks of the river ; — it would 
be endleſs to repeat the various excurſions they 
made, ſo I ſhall only ſay, that there was nothing 
omitted to be ſhewn to her which might either en- 
large her ideas or entertain her fancy. 

Ane ſcene of diverſions open'd as the winter 


g companies 
the leaſt notion of Maſquerades, and the little ac- 
count Alexis was able to give her, making her 

impati fort of entertai 
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oſity of his own to gratify in this E 
iv ſeems, never been at a M 


Tickets OP 


ery pl with the gremeſd — in her counte- 
nance, that ſhe was to be at the that 
night, and was to aſſume the character of a Shep» 
herdeſs ;-I reply'd that ſhe could not take upon her 
one more 'uitable-to her youth and innocence : — 
we then fell into ſome diſeourſe concerning algae | 
me. to accompany - them, but I excuſed 
in the words of an old blind fidler, who was inthe 
ſtreets when I came in, playing and ſinging to his 
inſtrament theſe lines : 
In youth when 1 did love, — did love-a 

* Methought it was wond'rous fweet-a 
But now I am old, threeſcore and above · a, 
To de grave is wond'rous meet-a.* 
© If you have no better excuſe- than this cry'd; - 
- Alexis laughing, it will not ſerve your turn. 
I do not know, indeed, whether it will or not, 
reply'd I, for when old people affect to be gay, 
they ought to do it under a maſk, to prevent be- 
i1g-laugh'd at by the young; bat 1 have ano- 
ther reaſon, added I, which will admit of no ob- 
„een n both to dine and fop with foo 


— was, in effect, no falſe — for 4 - 
really had an engagemeat upon my hands, - which 
to comply with, I took my leave of Alexis and 
Matilda much ſooner than I ſhould otherwile have * 


done. - 
The company I went to breaking up 'about ten 
clock, wiich was ſome — rhes'#: — * 
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expected, it came into my head, in ſpite of the 
little liking I ever had ro Maſquerades, to ſtep in 
and ſee how Matilda, who had not been accuſtom'd 
to any great aſſemblies, would behave among ſuch 
a mingled rout. 

Inthings of ſmall conſequence I ſeldom gave 
myſolf the trouble of a ſecond thooght, fo, pur- 
ſuing this ſtart of curioſity, I went to a Habit-ſhop, 
put on a Domine, and haſted to that babel of hurry 
and confuſion. 

It was no difficult matter for me to diſcover the 
perſons I fought after, as I knew the dreſſes they 
were in I ſoon diſtinguiſh'd the beautiful Shep- 
berdeſs, and her huſband by the blue Domine I 
had feen lying on a table in kis dining-room :— I 
perceived there were many eyes upon Marilda ; 
for tho” her face was conceal'd, her lovely hair, 
which with a ſtudiednegligence hung in ringlets al - 
molt to her ſhoulders, her alabaſter neck, her may 
ſhape and fprightly air, had ſomewhat in them ſuf - 

attracti 


But there was one who above all the reſt 
ſeem'd particularly attentive to her motions, —he 
was in the habit of a Huntſman, a character which 


I afterwards had reaſon to ſay to myſelf ſuited very 


well the intentions he had in his head that night : - 
— which way ſoever Matilda turn'd he took care 
not to loſe ſight of her; but as ſhe kept cloſe to A- 
lexis, neither he nor any one elſe had an opportu- 
nity of ſpeaking to her. | | 

I hover'd as near them as I could without being 
taken notice of, and it gave me a good deal of di- 
verſion, to ſee the ſurprize this innocent country 
lady teſtified at hearing the freedoms with which 
fome peaple, who ſeemed to be perfect ſtrangers, 
accoſted each other one incident in particular, 
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1 appear'd wonderful to her ;—it was 


Try © Hermit, with more furrows on his vizard than 
in an acre of plough'd land, and a beard a foot and 
a half long, mingled with the thickeſſ- of the aſ- 
ſembly, and leaning on his ſtick and looking round 
him, cry d out with a voice conformable to his 
decrepid appearance :— * Vanity !{—vanity !—oh 
* vanity of vanities!” This exclamation drew a 

good deal of laughter, but no reply, till a ſmart 
Li dreſs*'d in a Spaniſh Bonaroba, gave bim a 
flap on the ſhoulder, and ſaluted him in theſe 
terms : 

Lady. Well, — my good father Sanctity, 
© what makes that venerable beard of yours out of 

* your cell at this time of night? 

Hermit. I came to warn ſuch wanton minxes 
© as you of your follies ;—to warn you of the 
© dangers of the fleſh and blood ;—to bid you 
© leave off your Jellies, your Eringos, your Ra- 
* tifee, and your Viper-wine ;—to bid you mortify 
your carnal thoughts, and do penance in cooling 
© herbs and fountain-water.” 

Pray, is Atbor-Vitæ among your 
© regimen of ſimples ?* 

Hermit. N but I never 

* preſcribe it without knowing the complexion and 
© conſtitution of the perſon.” 

Lady. What do you think of mine? 

Hermit, * Firſt let me know the Symptoms. 

As how?“ 

Hermit, I will tell you.“ 

With theſe words he drew her apart from the 
company, and after a ſhort converſation between 
themſelves, went away together, — at which Ma- 
tilda, who dadief — behentns)wes 
fo aſtoniſh'd that ſhe could not fotbear expreſſing 
herſelf to her huſband on that occaſion in w_ 
* 
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were near enough to hear what ſhe faid, laugh 


heartily at her ſimplicity and ignorance of the place 


ſhe was in. 


Preſently after, a gentleman eroſſing the room 


with his maſk in his hand, was known to Alexis, 
who on fight of him cry'd out to Matilda, 

Alexis. * Look yonder, my dear, —there is 
©- mr. Freeman ;—1 never heard a ſyllable of his 


© being in town I will juſt ſtep to him and tell 


him where we lodge; do you {it here till I 
come back.” 
He then ſeated her on a bench, and went haſtily 


after his friend, who had paſs'd into another 
room; — I now doubted not but that the Huntſman 


would ſnatch this opportunity of entertaining Ma- 
tilda, but I loſt fight of him in an inſtant ; —he 
vaniſh'd, as it were, from the place and I ſaw 
him no more ;—the fair Shepherdeſs, however; 
was not to remain neglefted, -I found ſeveral 


were advancing towards her, one of whom was the 


moſt groteſque, as well as diſagreeable figure I 
ever beheld ;—his ſtature was far from what could 
be called tall ; but the circumference of his car- 
kaſs exceeded that of any three men in the whole 

aſſembly ;—his legs lock d like the pillars of a 
yr n=" porch, A when he mov'd, were at ſuch 
a diſtance from each other, that a boar of a mode- 
rate ſize might eaſily paſs between them without 


being incommoded ; —he had on the habit of a 


Turkiſh Baſhaw, which was the worſt, indeed, 
he could have choſe ;—his huge ears, diſcover'd by 
the ſhortneſs of bis turbant, hung upon his ſhoulders, 
as did-the wallets under his chin upon his breaſt : 

in a word, he could have no deformity that the 
dreſs he was in did not ſhew to 


This enormous creature had no ſooner reach d 


daun 


which made the Huntſman, and ſome others who 


„Fes Tiki 


Tr 


LF. 
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down by her on the bench, and accoſted her with 
language which I ſhould never forgive myſelf, for 
expect to be forgiven by my reader, to repeat; 
but I was glad to find, by the whiſpers of ſome 
people behind me, that inſtead of a gentleman, as 

at firſt took him for, he was no other than a 
Bully at a certain noted Brothel in Covent-Gar- 
den, and was known about town by the name of 
Lumper-Hammock. --- See, ladies, what com- 
pany you expoſe yourſelves to at a m—_— 3— 
thoſe, however, who give tickets, dreſs up 


little of your favour. | 

I cannot pretend to fay whether this fellow was 
encouraged by any other perſon to behave to Ma- 
tilda in the manner he did, merely to put her ſpi- 
rits into a hurry, or whether he was inſtigated to 


ture ; | 
that lady was atly to be pitied ;---ſhe 
mod by line nit far from him as the 
give her leave; but he ſtill follow'd, 
would needs keep cloſe to her and perſecute 
with bis ribald diſcourſe ;---ſometimes ſhe got 
and look'd round to fee if her huſband were 
coming to her relief; then fat down again, not 
daring to leave the place for fear of miſſing him; 
but all the time ſhew'd tokens of the agita- 
tion of mind. | | 
At length the blue Domine appear d, on which 
ſhe from her ſeat, and running to him, cry'd, 
— Oh, m » I am glad you are come. 
He only reply'd, in a low voice,--- Ay, ay, 
© let us be gone; and taking her by the hand led 
— Fang ir with the f ha ſeen 
I 1 thoughts of havi 
R of a 
and was equally ſo that he had diſcover'd little ap- 
probation 
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probation of the Maſquerade, .by his leaving it at a : 
time when the divetlion was at its full height, and 


more company were coming in than going out. 
But the latisfaction er joy d in both theſe points 

vaniſh'd in a moment ;- Alexis return'd,---his 

maſk was now off, and he paſs'd directly to the 


place where he had left Matilda, - then ſtarted back, 


confuſion and ſurpi ĩiſe ovei ſptead his face; 
he threw his eyes wildly round the room, then ran 
through every part of it, and without conſidering 


how much he expoſed himſelf to the ridicule of 
that giggling a{ſcmbly, afk'd firſt of one and then 
of another, if they had ſcen a Shepherdeſs in green 
and filver, and if tl;ey knew what was become of 


her. 


This ſtruck me with an infinite concern, .as it- 


made me know Matilda had been deceiv'd by the 


ſight of the blue Domine, and in fpite of my un- 


willingneſs to let him ſee I had come to a place 
where I had refuled to accompany him, was juſt 
ſtepping forward to inform him of what had hap- 


n'd, when a lady hearing his enquiries ſpoke to 


im in theſe terms : 

Lady. Sir, the lady I faw with you in the 
© dreſs you mention, went away a liule while ago 
© with a gentleman in a blue Domine, much the 
© ſame as your own.” 


Alexis. Oh heavens! — what curſt miſtake - 


© is this Y | 
In uttering this exclamation he flew out of the 


room like lightning, without ſtaying to thank the 


lady for the intelligence ſhe had given him. —1I 
followed as faſt as I could, in order to ſee what he 
would do, and found him at the door of the houſe, 
encompaſs'd with Hackney-Coachmen, Chairmen 
ad Link- boys, among whom he was vainly en- 
deavouring to get ſome account of his loſt 4 
deſs ;---one of them, it ſeems, had ſaid he law a 


lady 


lady in 1 
gentlem 
gure of 
di ĩve. 
It wi! 
band, a 
Alexis 
{tance :- 
Matilda 
what pl 
impotht 
means « 
nour, C 


not hay 
dent th 
I had « 
tion in 
flame i 
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The Invif3/e Sev. I13 


lady in the habit he deſcrib'd go into a coach with a, 
gentleman, but could tell nothing either of the fi- 
gure of the coach or where it was ordered to 
dive. 

It v ill not be difficult for any one who is a huſ- 
band, and who loves his wife, to judge of what 
Alexis mult i: ffer in ſuch a diſtracting circum- 
ſtance :---It was very evident to him that his dear 
Matilda had been carried off, but by whom, or to 
what place, were things which ſeem'd altogether 
impothble for him to diſcover ; and wanting the 


means Either to prevent her ruin or his own diſho-- 


nour, or to take vengeance on the raviſker for the 
injury he had done to both, could but fill hm with 
reflections almoſt equally ſtabbing as the injury it- 
ſelf :---finding no information could be gain'd in 
the place where he was, he withdrew from the 
crowd, as I ſuppoſe, to conſider what method he 
ſhould purſue ; for he continued in a fix'd poſture. 


tor the ſpace of two or three minutes at le ſt, 


leaning againſt ſome rails before an adjacent houſe. 


My heart bled for him, and if I had been capable 


of offering bim either advice or conſolation, would 
not have kept at the diſtance I did; but the accĩ- 
dent that had happen'd was without a remedy, and 
I had often obſerv'd, that to preach up modera-. 
tion in the firſt guſts of paſſion ſerve but to in- 
flame it more. | 

thought there were no meaſures he could take 
that night, yet imagining he had ſomething in his 
head, was deſirous of ſceing what event his cogi- 
tations would produce,--I therefore laid hold of the 
opportunity I now had of ſtepping behind the co- 
ver of a hackney-coach in waiting, and girded on 
my Belt of Invilibility, which I always carried in 
my pocket, in cafe any thing ſhould fall in my 
way to give me occaſion to make ule of ir. | 


The 


— 
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2 av ndor ay Aer 2 but juſt 
taken effect, by being warm upon my body, when 
Alexis rouz'd himſelf out of « the mſeby he bad 
been in, and walk'd very faſt up the ſtrect I kept 
with him *till he came to the houſe where he 
d ;—the door being open'd by his own foot- 
man, who fat up for him,—* Is my wife come 
© home, cry'd. he ?*—the fellow anfwering in the 
negative, and ſeeming ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the 
queſtion, he threw bimſelf into the parlour, ſaying 
to himſelf : 

Alexis. How mad a hope did I entertain, 
© that ſhe might have found ſome means to eſcape 
© the hands of her raviſher, and been here before 
© me ?— No, —no, — tis impoſſible ; - — ihe villain 
© doubtleſs will ſecure his prey: —eurs'd, curs'd. 
© Maſquerade, invented by the fiends for the de- 
© ſtruction of virtue. 

While he was thus ſpeaking he tore off his Po- 
mine, with agonies not to be expreſs d, and 
ſtamp'd it under his feet ;—then turning, to bis ſer- 
— on thus : 3 

. William, your miſtreſs is run away 
© with, —ſtolen from me by for villain in a Do- 
© mine like my own ;—the is loſt for ever unleſs 
6 * immediately recover'd ;—fly this minute to eve- 

Tavern. and Bagnio you can think on, —Je- 

© ſcribe her habit, —enquire if ſuch a one with a 

© perfon in a blue Domine enter'd there be - 

gone this iuſtant, while I run to a Juflice of the 

© Peace, and get a warrant to ſearch in all ſuſpect- 
© edplaces.” 

William. * What part of the town, fir, do you 
think it moſt likely I (hall hear of her?“ 

Alexis. Alas I am as ignorant of that as you; 
but all parts muſt be ſcarch'd ;—fly. then, good. 
© William; and, do you bear; atk every Hackney- 
22 — you mcet with if he ſet any ſuch per- 
© fons 
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© ſons down, and where; — away, I ſay, — ſtay not 
© to conſider, a moment may confirm her ruin 
© and my diſhonour.” 


The fellow obey*d without making any farther 


reply ; but, I perceiv'd by his countenance, was 
not very well contented with the errand he was fent 
upon ; and Alexis went out of the houſe at the 
ſame time he did, in order to have recourſe to a 


would. | 


I had no inclination to fellow euher maſter or 
man, on an expedition which promis'd fo little 
ſucceſs, therefore made all the haſte I could to my 
own apartment, very much fatigued in body, yet 
much more ſo in mind, at the unfortunate miſtake 
poor Matilda had fallen into, and which I had all 
the reaſon in the world to fear would be attended 
with the moſt-dreadful conſequences. 


CHAP. I. 

Contains the concluſion of a narrative, which 1am 

certain there is one perſon in the world who can- 

nit read without _ d with the moſt poig - 
is 


nant remorſe, unleſs ar dead to all ſenſe of 
humanity as of honour. 28 


H E concern I was under, on account of the 

accident I had juſt come from being a wit - 
neſs of, would ſuffer me to enjoy but little repoſe 
the remaining part of that nightz—1L. could not 
think it practicable that the meaſures Alexis intend- 
ed to take, or, indeed, any he could poſſibly pur- 
ſue, would enable him to recover his dear Matil- 
da ; at leaſt till it was too late to fave her from 
diſhonour, and trembled for the effects which de- 
ſpaic on ſuch an event might probably occaſion, both 
in cn and the other. „ - 


My 
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My impatience to know if Matilda was yet 
come home, or if the reſearches of Alexis had 
in'd him any information concerning her, made 
me reſolve to go to his lodgings ia the morning; 
but whether I ſhould make this viſit in my Vilible 


or Invilible Capacity I was for ſome time at a loſs ;. 


Aut laſt it ſeem'd moſt eligible to appear in propria 
perſona, as if I came only to aſk me queſtions 
concerning the Maſquerade, and how they approv*d 
of that diverſion, as it was the firſt time they par- 


took of it; and ailo to take no notice of my — 


apprized of any thing had happen'd there, uile 
he related it to me himſclf, wh:ch I did not much 
doubt of his doing. 


On my knocking at the door it was open'd by 


mrs. Soberton, for ſo the gen lewoman of the 


houſe was call'd; —after a fort apology for the 
trouble I had given her, I aſk'd it Alexis or his 
lady were yet ſtirring ; to which, with a forrowful 
countenance and tone of voice ſhe reply d: 

Mrs. Soberton. © Oh, ſir, the. ſtrangeſt acci- 
© dent, —the ſaddeſt misfortune that ever was has 
*- happen'd ;---] wiſh you had been he: e laſt night, 
© or fome good body, to comfort the poor gen le- 
man; for. indeed I am afraid he will go beſide 
* himſelf.” 


I affected a very great ſurpr ze on hearing this 


exclamation, and deſtr'd ſhe would explain herſelf, 
if what ſhe ſeem'd ſo full of was no lecret ;---ſhe. 
then made me this anſwer : . | 

Mrs. Soberton. A ſecret; no, fir, it can be 
4 no ſecret to all tte town, much leſs to one fo 
© much a friend to the family as you are: be 
© pleas'd to walk in and 1 will tell you all ;----I 


© mean, all that is in my power, for Heaven only 


© knows what the end will be.“ 
In ſpeaking theſe laſt words ſhe threw the par- 


lour door, which was then half ſhut, wide open to 


giye 


give me 

in, and 
gentlema 
ſame hou 
fa vourer 


his diſc: v 


rade ; — 
ſtraction 
uſe of to 
hitherto 
vant had 
with a t 


The Inviſible S v v. 117 


give me a more commodious entrance I went 
in, and there was fitting by the fire-ſide an old 
gentleman who lodg'd in the ſecond floor of the 
ſame houſe ;—he was a ſhrewd man, but no great 
favourer of the women, as I afterwards found by 
his diſc: urſe. 

Mrs. Soberton had no ſooner drawn a chair, and 
oblig'd me to be ſeated, than ſhe began to tell me 
that Matilda had been carried off from the Maſque- 
rade; — that her huſband was in the utmoſt di- 
ſtraction on miſling her; - the means he had made 
uſe of to find where ſhe was conceal'd; but that all 
hitherto had been ineffectual, tho* himſelf and ſer- 
vant had been half over the town in ſearch of her, 
with a thouſand particulars which I either knew al- 
ready or could caſily gueſs at; and added, at the 
cloſe of her long detail, one circumſtance which 1 
ſuppoſe ſhe thought very material, - that the door 
of her houſe had never been ſhut a quarter of an 
hour together for the whole night, and that none 
of the family could get a wink of fleep. 

I had ſcarce time to expreſs the trouble I was in 
for my friend's misfortune, when the old gentle- 
man took up the word, and ſaid, | 

Old Gentleman. * It is a very ugly accident, in- 
© deed, which way ſoever it came about, and I 
am heartily ſorry for Alexis; but it ſhews what 
© vexations men are liable to bring upon themſelves 
© by marrying with theſe gay fine young women. 

Mrs. Saberton. © I proteſt you are the ſaddeſt 
* gentleman I ever knew in my life, —always a- 
© gainſt the poor women,—as if we alone were in 
© fault for every thing; know there are errors 
© ſometimes on both fides ; but take it in the ge- 
© neral, am very confident that if the men were 
© not more to blame than we are, there would not 
de ſo many unhappy marriages :—as for the lady 
© in queſtion, my lodger, I believe there is not a 

© ſweeter, 
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© ſweeter. better condition d, and more modeft 
© creature breathing, nor one that loves her huf- 
© band more.” 

Tjoin'd mrs. Soberton with ſome warmth in the 
vindication of Matilda's character; and added, that 
I knew her incapable of being ouilty of any thing 
to forfeit it to which the old gentleman reply d: 
Old Gentleman. * It may be as pt fay,—her 
© inclinations may be perfectly good and virtuous, 
Gad forbid I ſhould harbour any thoughts to 
© the contrary ;—but what buſineſs had ſhe at the 
« Maſc ?—if women would ftay at 


ptations they ys able to 
« refit. —One of our Poets, Otway I think it was, 
in my opinion, has a mighty pretty ſentiment on 
0 this matter 5—if 1 remember right his words are 
© theſe: 


Woman to man firſt as a bleſſing given, 

When innocence and love were in their prime: 
Happy a while in Paradiſe they lay ; 

But quickly woman long'd to go aftray ; 

Some fooliſh new adventure needs muſt prove, 
And the firſt Devil ſhe ſaw ſhe chang'd her love. 


I was too much of the ſame mind with this gen- 
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L after which I took my leave; but juſt as I was 
L Pr 
ther his ghoſt, for he appear d more like the ſha- 
dow than the real ſubſtance of my living friend ; 
— he ſaluted me, however, with his uſual freedom 
and politeneſs, and when we came into the dining- 
room embraced me, and began the recital of his 
misfortune in this pathetic exclamation : |» 

Alexis. Oh, my friend, Lam undone '!—ruin'd, = 
© ] fear, for ever! —the author, giver and partaker 
of all my happineſs is loſt —torn from me by 
© ſome laſcivious, ſome inhuman villain ; and him 
—  —— the moſt bleſt of , 
© men, you now moſt accurs'd, moſt ( 
« wretched and forlorn of all created beings! 

He then proceeded to inform me, as well as the = 
diſtraction of his thoughts would give him 
the method he had taken for the recov 4 


8 Bu OT OY age =o. 


loſt treaſure ;—how he had paſs'd the whote night 
and that morning in ſearch for her in every 
to which he could i 


imagine ſhe might have been car- 


While he was ſpeaking his ſervant came in,. 1 
he afſk'd haſtily if he had met with any ſucceſs; to 3 
which queſtion the fellow anſwering in the negative, 
his agonies redoubled, and never did deſpair, and 
rage, and grief, except in the caſe of ſuicide, pro- | 
duce more violent effects than what I now beheld 9 
in him. = 
Common compaſlion. and good nature, without ' l 
the aſſiſtance of that friendſhip I had for him, would (2 
have oblig'd me to make uſe of my utmoſt endea- 5 
vours to aſſwage his ſorrows; though, indeed, the 1 
occaſion of his diſtreſs was of fo nice and delicate a of 
kind, as render'd it very difficult to ſay any thing £2 


to the purpole. 


Perceivi 
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Perceie ing he had no thoughts of giving over his 
unav ling rambles, *rill he had gain'd ſome intelli- 
Stan concerning her, I told him, that, in my opi- 
nion, the e was but little probability of benefiting 
himſelf by thuſe means; that in an age which paid 
not much regard either to love er honour, he would 
only expoſe both himſelf and wife to the genſures 
of a ſneering town, and perhaps alſo make the ra- 
viſher more careful to conceal his prize. 

This ſeeming to have ſome weight with - him, I 
added, that I believ'd I could point him out a way 
which afforded a greater proſpect of ſucceſs than 
the one he had determin'd to purſue ;—on which 
he cry'd out to me to acquaint him with it. 

I 2 adviſed him to put an advertiſement in 
one of the Daily Papers, deſcribing the ſhape and 
wk of Matilda as near as poſſible, with all the 
particulars of the habit ſhe had on, and offering a 
handſome reward to any one who ſhould give in- 
formation of the place at which ſhe alighted out of 
a Hackney-coach, in company with a gentleman 
ne, between the hours of twelve and 
one at night :—* + This you may do, faid I, with- 

' mentioning any name, except that of the per- 
© fon to whom ſuch intelligence may be brought; 
© —and 'tis very likely that either the Coachman 
©* who carry'd her, or ſome one who might be a- 
© bout the door where ſhe was ſet down, or even 
8 2 ſervants of the houſe will, for the fake of the 
uity, make that diſcovery which all your per- 
enquiries might not be able to obtain.” 

I had no ſooner ended than a ſudden dawn of 
chearfulneſs gleam'd upon his languid face, and to 
ſhew how much he approv'd of the thought I had 
communicated, took pen and paper and immedi- 
ately wrote in almoſt the ſame terms I had expreſs d 
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where the reward ſhould be paid on the requeſted 
intelligence being brought. 

To keep up his ſpirits, after the advertiſement 
was ſent to the printer, I repeated the hopes I had 
that the ſucceſs would anſwer, —on which he re- 

d, l 
9 % © Yes, my dear friend, the ſuſpence I 
© labour under is ſo exquiſite a torture, that I would 
© wiſh to put an end to it, though by the moſt 
* cruel, the moſt ſtabbing certainty, according to 
© the Poet's axiom, that in all misfortunes 


To know the worſt is fume degree of eaſe. 


He could not utter theſe laſt words without a figh 
which ſeem'd to rend his very heart- ſtrings then 
ſtarting ſuddenly from his ſeat he cry d out with 
the extremeſt vehemence, 

Alexis. * Oh, Matilda !\—my poor Matilda! 
© what would I not give to purchaſe an opportu- 
* nity of revenging thy ſad undoing !” 

Finding now that he was beginning to relapſe in- 
to his former agonie:, I made uſe of my utmoſt 
endeavours to bring him to believe what, indeed, 
] could not believe myſelf, —that there was a pro- 
bability that his wife might in reality ſuffer no more 
from this adventure than the fright it muſt neceſſa- 
rily have put her into; and that as it could not be 
doubted but that her virtue would reſiſt all the 
temptations could be offer d, ſo the ſame virtue 
would alfo enable her to triumph over the attacks 
of brutal violence. a 

I enforced what I faid upon this ſcorce with all 
the examples I had ever read of, or at leaſt could 
remember, in relation to ladies who had the good 
fortune to make converts cf their intended raviſhers, 
and turn what was meant for their diſhonour into 
their glory; and was at length ſo far ſucecſoful is 

Vor. G thi 
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this attempt, as to inſpire him with a half hope that 
his dear Matilda might poſſibly return unviolated. 

_ Having gain'd this point, I prevail'd on him to 
take ſome refreſhment, which he could not but 
ſtand in great need of, as he had neither eat, nor 
drank, nor ſlept in ſo many hours ;—at his earneſt 
requeſt I ſtaid with him, and partook what might 
be more properly call'd a running banquet than a 
dinner, though, by rars. Soberton's directions, ele- 
gantly enough prepar'd :—after this, nature, who 
will not be denied her rites, whatever vexations 
may intervene to rob her of them, ſpread a certain 
drowfinefs upon his eye-lids, which I perceiving 
perſuaded him to favour, and on my promiſing him 
to come again the ſame evening, or the next morn- 
ing without fail, he lay down on the bed, and left 
me at liberty to purſue my inclinations. 

As I had now no engagement upon my hands, 
and had not been at White's Chocolate-houſe for a 
conſiderable time, it was now my full defign to go 
thither, and ſee what the company were doing ; but 
as I had ſome very good reaſons not to appear in 
that place, I ſtepp'd into the firſt nook I found in 
my way, and put on my Belt of Inviſibility. 

I was but juſt equipp'd, and paſſing on to my 
intended rout, when I ſaw a chair, with the cur- 
tains cloſe drawn, ſtop at a few paces before me; 
—[ ſhould have taken no notice of this, if one of 
the fellows had not lifted up the top, and told the 
for in it, that he had forgot whether it were the 
or the Green Lamps ;—the anſwer was given 
in a voice which I preſently knew to be Matilda's; 
and if I had not ſo well remember'd, as I did, the 
accents, I ſhould have ſuſpected it was no other 
than herſelf, by her faying, — The Two Green 
On finding it was ſhe, the reader will eaſily 
believe I had more curioſity to fee the interview 
between 


2 SS Fr 


g. FS Þ*' 


52 EZ FQ 


=” 


- 


[LPR TM TORT 


5 5 A 8 


183 74 


2 f 


vans 


$40. 


The Invifible Spy. 123 


between her and Alexis, than any thing elſe I could 
have in my head; I follow'd the chair till it came 
to the houſe, and on the door being open'd flipp'd 
in with it ;—on her alighting mrs. Soberton ran 
out of the parlour, and was beginning to teſtify her 
joy at her return, tho' mingled with ſome demon- 
{trations of ſurpriſe to ſee her in the condition ſhe 
was, which, indeed, was deplorable enough ;—her 
head without any other covering than a handker- 
chief tied careleſly over her diſhevell'd hair,—her 
garments torn,—her eyes ſwell'd with tears. every 
feature diſtorted, and all the tokens of diſtraction 
and deſpair about her. - | 
She made no anſwer.to what the good gentle wo- 
man ſaid, but, after throwing ſome money to the 
chairmen, ran haſtily up ſtaits into the dining- room, 
where flinging herſelf on a ſettee, —ſhe cry'd out, 
— Where is Alexis l' to which mrs. Soberton, 
who had follow'd as well as myſelf, reply'd,—* Oh, 
* madam, you cannot imagine what trouble both 
© heand all of us have had on your account.” | 
I know not whether that unbappy lady would 
have declared to mrs. Soberton any part of what 
had befallen her or not; for Alexis, who either had 
not fallen aſleep, or was eaſily awak d, heard his 
wife's voice and came flying out of the chamber 
that inſtant ;—amrs. Soberton, diſcreetly judging that 
they might not chuſe to have a third perſon witneſs 
of their ' diſcourſe, went directly down ſtairs; but 
the Inviſible remain'd, and his wonderful Tablets 
receiv'd the impreſſion of the following dialogue 
between them: | 
l — Oh, Alexis, wherefore did you leave 
me P a 
Alexis. Wherefore did you leave the place 
where I defir'd you ſhould wait for my return! 
Hatilda. I ſtirr'd not from it but to ſallow 
vou, as I then theught. nf 
G 2 Alexis, 


c 


6 —ſpeak then, thou wretched woman; and 
* + ence the heat af th — — p 


„ me come and 


124 The InvifiibleSp v. 


Alexis. * Confuſion !'— How could yo be fo 
© miſtaken!” 
"Matilda. * Alas 1 had no | of the 
© deception put upon me |—his habit was exactly 


© like yours; — his ſtature much the ſame he 


© ſpoke in a low voice; but if he had not, my ſpi- 


* rits were in too much agitation at the impudence 


© of a fellow who had juſt before accoſted me, to 


4 — r 


Alexis. «© Oh, my torn heart But ſay, Who 
© is the * 1 that betray d you Where were 
6 4 , 

Matilda, « Alas, — the precautions he took has 
* left me ignorant of both ; ene 
I am undone.” nv 

Alexis. Diſtraction nn and! not know 
© by whom! nor even in what place the horrid 
© deed was perpetrated all means for my rev 
© barr'd up!—Yet perhaps I may be able to dif- 
© cover ſomething, —ſpeak therefore, tell me in 
© an inſtant all the particulars of the ſtory “ 

Matilda. I will, tho' every wort F utter will 
© ſtab me to rene 
© I have undergone.” l ; 

Alexis. * No preparations ;—be quick, and ah 


\ ſwer my demand at once. 


Matilda. * Have patience then; for while you 
© look fo terrible I cannot ſpeak.” | 
Alexis. * You cannot thick 1 weak? hat 


Matilda. * Oh whi way ſhall I begin Nh 
. o 
Alexis. © Keep me not on the rack! 
Matilda. © Soon g the counteriit Alexis 
© approach I roſe. him, and of his Vidding 
aud Helge fat his ang f 
* him mine, glad tu — Ae conducted 
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© that mingled crowd which I had feen too much 
© of to delire to continue any longer with ;—we 
© went into a cvach where I began to tell him 
how I had been affronted by an ugly huge man 
in a Turkiſh habit; but he made no anſwer ei- 
ther to that or any other idle prate I entertain'd 
him with, ill the coach ſtopp'd and he handed 
me into a houſe, the entry of which was full 
of men, who were running backwards and for- 
wards with candles in their hands, and ſcem'd 
very buſy :—1 aſk'd where we were going, —— 
© he ſtill made no reply; bur after a hort whiſ- 
© per to one of the fellows led me up ſtairs.” 
Alexis. * *Sdeath !—why did you go !-— 
then was your time to have cry*dout for reſcue !” 
Matilda. What, from my huſband !—1 could 
© not as yet know him from any other than your- 
© ſelf :—I was, indeed, a little ſurpriſed at this be- 
* haviour ; but imagined it was owing to fome 
© little whim you had taken into your bead, on 
* purpole to laugh at my ſimplicity. —Being warm 
* with having my maſk on fo long, I pluck'd it off 
© as ſoon as we got into the room, but he clapp'd 


- it on again ;—1 man was then juſt entering with 


a bottle and plaiics in his hand, which having ſet 
© down on a table he immediately withdrew ; 
: my conducter then bolted the door, 
and running towards me, faid,—** Now, my 
% angel, I may {eaſt my cye with all that heaven 
of beauty, which, while beneath a cloud, at- 


J waſted my admiration, and you behold the man 
' £©. who-from this happy moment devotes himſelt 


* entirely to your charms ;—* with theſe words 
© he took off both mine and his own vizard ; — I 
* ſhriek'd, and ſurely had fainted with the fright, 


5 an equal proportion of tage had not kept up 
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Matilda. A thouſand romantic lyes, —ſuch as 
© 1 have read in Plays and Novels, which Lan- 
y ' bee: J only with revilings, till perceiving” m 

juſt ſcorn had no effect upon him I had reeburſe to 
© tears and entreatics ;—told him I was a married 
Woman, — hat I had a huſband dearer to me 
© than my foul, and by whom I was as much 
* belovd, and corjur'd him not to detain me not 
. attempt to violate the ſacred rites of marriage. 

© Alexis, Did not this move him? 

Natilda. Oh no, —not in the leaft, the au- 
8 „ dacious wreten but lavgh'd at this remonſtrance, 

---ſaid that love, lik: all other appetites, demand- 
. 7 variety; — hat I was a foo E knew not 

© the true intercit of my ſex, but that he would in- 
© ſtrut me better, and make me happy tho” agaiaſt 
my will” 

Alexis. Execrable Dog — but go on.“ 

Matilda. * You may eaſily believe, that he 
© who could ſpeak ſuch words would alfo accom- 

© pany them with actions of the ſame nature :—TI 
© reliſted all I could the indecent liberties he took, 
* —cald Heaven and Earth to my affiftance, but 
© in vain :—1I was at laſt overpower d: — in the 
© midſt of tears, reproaches, ſwoonings, be ef- 
* fefted his brutal purpoſe, and made me the moſt 
* miſerable of women.” 

„Alexis. Moſt miſerable, indeed! — Aſter 
© this, 1 ſuppoſe, he would have ſuffer d * 
« depart ?? | 

Matilda. Can you think me vile enobgh to 
* continue one moment in the preſence of that de- 
teſted monſter, when I was at liberty to leave 
him !— This, indeed is cruel.—Oh Alexis {—T 

hate myſelf for what I have been compelF'd to 
ſuffer, —do not you hate me too! 
Alexis. No, Matilda, I never can hate you; 


* —but all the hopes of my Rteraal resse de. 
pe 
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* pend on a perfect knowledge of every circum- 


© ſtance. 
Matilda. His firſt pretence of detaining me 
© was to perſuade me to moderation: for in thoſe 
* dreadful moments, had the means of death been 
© in my power, I certainly ſhould have committed 
* ſomedeſperate deed, either on myſelf A3 - 
Ede feign'd a contrition for following, as he 
* ſaid, the diftates of an ungovern'd paſhon, and 
* forcing from me a bleſſing which ought to hare 
© been the reward only of long and faithful ſer- 
© vices Hut ſoon I found that all theſe flatteries, 
© this counterfeited ſoftneſs had no other aim 
© than to make me as wicked as ke had made me 
© wretched, and ſeduce me to conſent to aid his 
© brutal pleaſures.” 

Alexis. * Could he have the vanity to imagine 
© you believ's Lim?” | 

Matilda. All my ſpirits had been before ex- 
© hauſted ;—T had no voice, no breath to ſpeak; 
© and he, perhaps, interpreted my ſilence as a half 
yielding to his will: —he could not well diſcern 
how much my looks diſdain*d his fuit ; for tho? 
it was mid-day, no other light came into the 
room than what beam'd through two ſmall holes 
in the window · ſnutters;— he ſeem'd very alert, 
—threw open the windows, -- unfaſlen'd the 
door, and arder'd that ſomething ſhould be got 
© ready to eat; but when the waiter came in 9 
* ſpread the table, he oblig'd me to put on my 
mask, ſ:ying,---** You fee, my dear, how care- 
* ful I am of your reputation,---I hope you will 
* reward me for it.” 

Alexis. The loweſt hell reward him !---S> 
© then you dined together? 

Matilda. Such an attempt would ſure kave 
* choak'd me; overcome, indeed, with thi ſt and 
ſainineſs, 1 fwallowed 8 little wine miagled with 
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water 
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" water : but though he forced me to fit by him at 
© the table, : er could nor would partake of 
any thing was there; --my refuſal, however, nor 
© the fight of my diſtraction, damp'd not his ap» 
« petite, he both eat and drank heartily, and bav- 
* ing finiſh'd his repaſt, pull'd me on his knee and 
© ſaid,”---* By heaven, in ſpite of all your pee viſh 
«© obſtinacy I like you above all the women iq, the 
4% world, and if you will leave your hufhang and 
4 conſent to be my miſtreſs, I have the pos as 
% well as inclination to ſupport you in 5 00 
© equal to that you live in with the man you are 
© married to, be ke of what rank foever.” EY 
© reply'd, with all the refolution I could muſter 
© vp, that I deſpis*d his offers as much as I hated 
* himſelf, and would receive no favpurs from him 
but the means of returning to my A 'g 
© husband ; on this he paus'd, but Mill held me 
* faſt, and looking earneſtly on my face at Taft 
© ſpoke thus :*---<* Well then, ſince it is ſo, and 
«« we mult part, let us part at leaſt as lovers 
*© ſhould do, and if I never muſt hope to fee, you 
«© more, ſhould be a fool not to make 9 1 

ele 


the wo 

* can of the preſent opportunity; = With 
"words he bore me to the bed, and, oh, Alexis ! 
© how (hall I repeat it !---triumph'd a ſecond time 
over the feeble reſiſtance I then had ſtrength to 
© make ;---he afterwards uſed no arguments ro win 
me to forgiveneſs, but perceiving the day was 
near cluſed in, faid to me, with a kind of ſnger,” 
Madam, you ſhall be obe}'d;---ſhall go home 
©© to the hiisband'you are fo ſond ou; © and then 
© rungthe bell for the waiter to call a coach; and 
© when told there was one at the door, tied a hand- 
© kerchief croſs my eyes, I ſuppoſe, to prevent 
© my having any knowledge of that ſcene of my 


©. indoing;—--he led me down ſtairs, put me into the 


„coach, and came it himtelf; but ſpote peur 
e 3 411 
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© *till we ſtopp'd at a place which I think I have 
© heard you lay they call Covent Garden, there 
— ſet me down, and bid the coachman drive back 
tothe place where we came from as faſt as he 
©eould; ---I'pluck'd the handkerchief off my eyes 
© and threw it over my head, my cap and 42 
© ing loſt in the fruitleſs ſtruggles I had made ;--- 
© there were ſeveral chairs, I ſtepp'd into the near- 
elt.to mne, and was brought home ia the deplor- 
able fituation you now ſee me,” 
-* Mexit. Oh tis too much for man to bear 
© ---Yet one thing more, Matilda, --- deſcribe, as 
© near as poſlible, the features and complexion 
* of this inhuman raviſher.” 

Matilda, * Alas, the horror I was in from the 
© fixſt moment I found myſelf in the power of a 
© "ſtranger hinder'd me from taking any great notice; 
© .--all I can ſay is, that he had dark eyes, a clear 
© andruddy skin, and though his behaviour ren- 
* der'd him odious to me, with others I believe he 
© may pals for handſome.” 

Alexis, © Young I ſuppoſe.” | 

| DM About five or fix and twenty, as 
* far ag 1, can judge.” | 

Aleve. , Had he the appearance of a man of 
tank and fortune? 

Matilds. * Every thing 1 ſaw about him, 
© which properly belong'd to himſelf, beſpoke 
him fuch ; ut doubly diſguiſed. Did you not 
take notice of an Huntſman at the Maſquerade ?” 
. Alexis. Les, and remember he always kept 
© pretty near to us. Was he the raviſher ?” f > 

Malia. The ſame ;— he told me that he 
had his eye upon me from the firſt moment L 
came in, and when he ſaw you left me, ran 
72 ocur'd a Domine = a ” youre be 
„ul ger, in hopes I might be, as 1 really, 
os Kere Gal bak 0 alajoy 
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Alexis. * *Tis well; I may perhaps hunt 


him.“ el ood 
The eyes of Alexis ſeem'd to flaſh fire while 
he utter d theſe words; after which he ſtood mu- 
ſing for ſome time, — then turning to his wife, who. 
ſtill ſat weeping in the ſame poſture ſhe had thrown 
her:elf iato at her entrance, ſpoke thus to her:: 
Alexis. *© Riſe, Matilda, retire to your cham» 
ber and endeavour to compoſe yourſelf to refſt.? . 
Matilda. What fo early? — di not yet ſix 
© go clock.” | . 
Alexis. No matter, - your condition requires 
it, you have wak' d too long, — therefore pray 
ga. | 
Matilda. * Will you come too?“ 1 4 
Alexis. Do not expedᷓ me, I bave much to 
* think upon and mult be alone. 
Matilda. Ob, Alexis !—'tis as I fear'd, I 
am now grown loathſome in your fight,” 
Alexis. No, no, —not ſo; but there is a fer- 
© mentation in my mind which muſt have time to 
© ſettle, to - morrow I may be more at eaſe 5—1 
© pray you then to give me liberty this night. 
Matilda. Well, you ſhall he obey'd;”.... 
With this ſhe took a candle and withdrew ; but 
with a look and geſture ſo truly pity- moving, that 
if a painter had been to draw the picture of Deſpair 
he could not have copy'd from aa original more 
ſtriking. * 
"He then call'd for mrs, Sobertan, told. hes his 


poſed, ſo begg'd ſhe would aflift her in any 

ſhe might happen to ſtand in need of, and alſo that 
ſhe would order a bed to be got ready for him in 
another chamber; —— ſhe reply*d, with à great 
many low curtſies, that ſhe, would take care his 
commands ſh * 


wife had been very much frighted, and was indif- 
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think nothing in her power too much to ſerve the 
good lady. 

She ſaid no more, but went out of the room, I 
ſuppoſe, to do what he requeſted of her; — I was 
about to follow her, but ſeeing Alexis put on his 
wig, which he had pluck'd off when he went to lie 
down, thought he was going on ſome expedition 
which might be worth my taking the pains to ex. 
plore ;—to this end I flipp'd down ſtairs while he 
was taking up his ſword and hat, —got out of the 
houſe before him,—diveſted myſelf of my Belr,— 
28 vilible, and met him ſome few paces di - 

I told him I was returning to his lodgings ac- 
cording to my promiſe, and affected ſome ſurpriſe 
at ſee ing him abroad ;—he ſeem'd pleas'd that he 


had not miſgd me, and repeated, in a few words, 


the ſum of what I have been relating; adding, that 
he now flatter d himſelf with being able to trace 
out the perſon who had injur'd him, by the deſcrip- 
tion Matilda had given of him, and then intreated 
I would be fo good as to accompany him in the 
ſearch he was about to make ;—to which requeſt 
] readily 'confented. | 
I found his ſcheme was, to enquire among thoſe 
people who let out dreſſes for the Maſquerade, if 
any account could be given of a gentleman who 
the night before had hir'd firſt the habit of a Hunt, 
man, and afterwards a blue Domine :—the thing, 
indeed, ſeem'd feaſible enough in itſelf, though. it 
did not anfwer expectation.— We went to feveral 
ſhops without receiving the leaſt information; and 
all we could at laſt obtain was, that a gentleman, 
habited like a Huntſman, had come in a very. great 
harry for a blue Domine, which had not been re» 
turn'd ll about half an hour before our coming: 
Wut the name or quality of the perſon who hired. 
Won I! 16:11 5:28 Vd od LOOM barren 
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it, the woman pr r N knew 2 7 hs 
X is then ] omew „ who 

— beeoghes back be e 
ioterrogatory and the manner in ang wk 
made, and reply'd, that ſhe was Ling to 55 
mers at that time in the ſhop ; bat if (he had deen 
leſs engag' d ſhe ſhould ſcarce | ave taken any Mp 
> UE i; * For, faid ſhe, provided we have our 

again, and are paid for the uſe of thee, it i 

C our buſineſs to examine any farth r. 5 

i Here ended the fruitleſs ſearch of Alexis de 
had now no ſhadow of hope for diſcovering the 
raviſher but in the advertiſement I had perſuaded 
bim to get inſerted in the News Papers, and his 
deſpair became fo outragious that it was N much 
difficulty I prevailed upon him to go i 

I went with bim, fearin if 2 ory 2 

in the ſtreet he might be guilty of ſome T 
gancy ;—it was one of the molt fice froſty n 
bad ever ſeen, and while we were knocking at = 
door he look'd up towards the ſky, and, with a 
voice denoting the extremeſt bitterneſs of heart, 


dar into this exclamation.; 
> Mexis. How many thouſand ty 1 

IT a Hi 
to me or poor — Male: rene 


1 yet not one amon * 
| Tent. bn wh ew 26 oe hon ghd Sober - 
—— — for him, nor wauld 


* 
leave him. till 1 had feen him in bed ;—afier which mw 
»- Igave William a caution, not to go Neep, bur 11s 0 
F (keep wear his maſter and be artentive $0 all Þis mo- oc 
tious, io Dr of the N 
nt diſtraction of his mind. 
1 ſhall not trouble the reader with any account 1094 
I had left this worth r 
1 5 . 
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155 next morcing, with a reſolution 
Faxes mbſt endeavours for the mitigation 
forrows, and, if poſſible; to reconcile A- 
1 to K Wistontune which was without a reme- 
Th unluckily for my deſign, a perfon came 
to ſpeak with me the moment I was going out; 
the. TLadnck which had brought him very nearly 
concern'd me, and ſome papers which I was 
"©oblig 4 to look over detain'd me till almoſt twelve 
0 clock. „ 
n my arrival at the place where I fo much 
with'd to be, I found Alexis juſt come in before 
ff 4 he appear d with a countenance much more 
mpo. d than the night before, but very penſice 
253 melancholy ;——he preſently acquainted me, 
"Sha pe. "with the occaſion of his having been a- 
ad it was this: 
me bad paſs'd the whole night in conſi- 
" gh w he ſhould act in relation to Matilda, 
dag how it a thing inconſiſtent with his On 
to _— ker to remain in town after what had h 


pen'd, * * to ſend her immediately into 


was juſt return'd from hiring a Poſt. 
"SER 8 ite ſe ;—the reaſon he gave for 


is manner was as follows : 
a 6 e cannot remain here and be ſhut up 
© the muſt 155 ear ſometimes ;—ard who can tell 
* - but 2 ome unlucky minute ſhe may be ſeen 
r villain who has ruin'd her, and who, 
Er curioſity or the deſire of renew - 
a cation of his vicious flame; my 
hate wife the is, and wherever he ſees 
int me to his lewd companions for the 
ch he bas made me?“ 
le to offer In oppolition to wii be 
4a til fer; for indeed, I thought ie very 
oper that they mould both retire into the couĩ- 
try —ſo reply'd, that I was glad I had called that 
morning 
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morning, otherwiſe I ſhould not have had the op- 


portunity of wiſhing them a good journey: to 


which he haſtily rcjoin'd,—* I ſhall not go: 
© How! cry'dI, ſomewhat ſurpriſed, do you. ſend 
* away Matilda and ſtay behind yourſelf ! — A 


was the firſt anſwer wn 1x4 


teſtimony of his diſcontent was preſently ſucceed- 


ed by theſe words: 


Alexis. Les, my friend, —ſhe muſt go. with-, 
us. 


© out me ;—two days ago nothing was ſo 
to me as her preſence;— I liv'd, indeed, but in 
© her ſight; — every glance, — every look ſhe gave 
© ſhot pleaſure to my heart; — ut now, alas ! thoſe 
; * happy moments are for ever fled, and I can re- 

* gard her as no other than the ruin'd reliques of 
© the woman once fo dear to me.” 


It was in vain I repreſented to him, that. 38 1 


doubted not but he was perfectly convinced of the 
purity of Matilda's mind, he ought not to love her 
leſs for the violence her perſon had ſuſtain d: he 
own'd the juſtneſs of my reaſons, but could not 
prevail on himſelf to be govern'd by them; and 
hen I urg d the cruelty of ſending her ſo long a 


ſorrows, he made me this reply : | -- 
 Mexis. * She does not go alone,—her waiting- 
© maid, who ſoon after our arrival in town was 
* oblig'd to be remov'd on account of the ſmall- 
6 is now quite recover d, and came home 
© laſk night ;—this girl has attended Matilda for 


without any companion rr * 


1 


0 14 know will be very careful of 


* her. , 

While we were diſcourling the chaiſe came to 
the door, on which Alexis call*dto have the luggage 
put in, and his wife to make herſelf ready :----I 
ask'd him if he thought it I ſhould take my 
leave of Matilda before her ;---he re- 
ply'd, that it was a ceremony which he delier'd the 
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would gladly be diſpenſed with from receiving, in 
her preſent unhappy ſituation; r 1 
woutd ſtay in the dining-room till he diſ- 
patch d wis diſagrecable affairr. 

With theſe words he went out of the room, and 
I remain'd where I was ;- in leſs than half a quar- 
ter of an hour, looking thro* the window, I ſaw 
the diſconſolate Matilda go out of the houſe, ſup- 
her attendant 3--- I could not ſee her face, but her 
motions, and the diſtrafted air with which ſhe 
threw herſelf into the chaiſe, were enough to con- 
vince me of the extreme wretchedneſs of her con- 
dition. 
Alexis return'd to me in a ſituation little lefs 
pey- moving, yet could not my heart. altogether 
olve' him for this laſt part of bis behaviour to- 
wards Matilda ;---it was now, however, a time 
to apply rather balms than corroſives to his bleed- 
ing and deſpairing mind; 1 therefore ſaid every 
thing in my power which 1 thought might adminij- 
ſter confolation to him; but all my endeavours that 
way were unſucceſsful, and h I ſtaid with bim 
the greateſt part of the day, had the mortification 
to leave him as 1 found him. . n ewon 
Oh ! had the dark unknown beheld the fad ef- 
fects his wild inordinate deſues produced, he fure- 
ly could not have fuſtain'd the ſhock, but muſt have 
reveng'd upon himſelf the miſchiefs he had brought 


upon two worthy: perſons ſo lately bleſs/d, fo truly 


.- 
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GY adventure, which came to the Aut bar? 


 knuxuledge after the departure of Matilda frum 
London ; with two letters wrote by that - 
tunate lach to her huſband in her exile, which 'a 
3 will nut be an umvelcome preſent. t9jhe 
eſpecially 10 thoſe wi have hearts nat 
_ incapable of being alfected with me Woes 
_ of others. 


1 Am. very much afraid that Alexis will ſtand but 
little juſtified in the opinion of my fai ag 
for his conduct towards Matilda 2 
doubtleſs ſay, that the love he pretendeg Ven 
for her had taken but a ſhallow root in his heart, 
when it could be ſhaken by a misfortune which ſhe 
had no way contributed to brin _—— 

They will, s, allo ad after ſhe had 
with fo much ſimplicity, ſome may think folly 
too, revealed to him the whole of what had, be- 
fallen her, it was not oaly unkind, but bighty.un- 

nerous and cruel in him to abandon her tg de- 

at a time when ſhe had ſo much need of the 
tendereſt compaſſion and conſolation. 

I muſt confeſs, indeed, chat theſe accuſations 
have the ſtrongeſt appearance of reaſon” on their 
fide ; yet I mult take upon me, peer omar 
to aver, that Alexis in this point was "influenc 
by a principle which is amon ame things,” w 
tho? we cannot prove to be fo, yet we dn 
fact are fo ; and how much a paradox ſoever it 
may ſeem to ſome, Love, when in excefs, may, 


on mare occaſions than one, produce the an 
ſects as Hate. * LY 
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I k:ow not whether there are many ladies would 
like to be loved in this marinet; for certain it is, 
that it was chiefly owing to the too refin'd delicacy 
of the paſſion Alexis was pofſefs'd' of for | Matilda 
that made them both ſo greatly wretched; the 
thoughts that another, though by force, had revelPd 
in her charms, depriv'd thoſe charms of all their re- 
Iifh, and ſicken'd every wiſh. 

ben we have deen talking together 40 this 
head, often have I heard him, in the utmoſt bitter- 
neſs of heart, expreſs himſelf in theſe terms: 

Alexis. * I ſtill adore her mind; —I know it 
© all .compos'd of ſweetneſs, innocence, ard hea- 
6 venly truth; — but, oh ! the blemiſh caſt upon het 

Make cannot be waſh'd off but with the e villain's 

unlefs* fate allows mg the means of 
ENS her wp myſelf that juſtice, can never ook 
* her but as che ghoft X ty once dear wife. 
| nding that to prevail on him to live with Ma- 
tilda as à wife was a thing utterly impraQicable, at 
leaft till time had a little mellow'd the afperi 
of his. xelenement, I forbore any farther | 
on hah, Meal believing that if a change in Ma- 
tilda's . fave ug, | ould ever happen it maff 'come' 
wholly, of. himleÞ, and not by the arguments of 
wil be eaſy for the reader to judge of how 
litle efficacy t the perſuaſions of any friend could be 
to, . when thoſe of the tender, the en- 
the lo o lately ador'd Matilda ptov'd in van, 
abundantly appear by the many. letters ſhe” 
2 him after her baniſiment, two only of which 
L got an opportunity of tranſcribing, and here pre- 
ſent them to the public as a ſpecimen of the reſt. 


The firſt was wrote immediately on her arrival 
i their country ſcat, and contain d theſe lines: 


HS CER 
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"24, 4 
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To ALEXI1s. 


_ [op dear, dear ALExX1s, 
Am a ſufficient proof that grief is not ſo fatal 

Tas ſome would repreſent it, ſince I live 
S wm tell you I am fafely arriv'd at , 
© —ye,—T am return'd to that once bliſsful ſcene 
af ſoft delights, —of pure and virtuous love; 
«© but, oh! that heaven is fled, a fad reverſe ſup- 
ay plies its place, and whereſoever I turn my eyes, 
« horrors inſtead of joys riſe to my diſtracted view ! 

& F remember that when you turn'd me from 
% you, your laſt words to me were,—be comfort 
*© ed, Matilda. — Alas! you full well know, that 
6 — there is no 2 for — 


4 have totally withdrawn all 
me, and am doubly miſer 
0 —— yer Sa to retain ĩt |— 


« upon me, and made me become lame, or blind, 
& or crooked, I flatter myſelf you would have 
% lov'd me ſtill ;—you would — 


y_— 
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« J will not, however, anticipate the doom I fo 
much dread, — will not give way to apprehen- 
© fions diſtracting to myſelf, and, I hope, in- 
e jurious to you ;—I know you are generous and 
« juſt, and will endeavour to aflure myſelf thoſe 
© noble principles, even without the aid of ten- 
„ derneſe, will not permit you to hate me, to 
*. throw me off for ever, for my perſon — 
r ſuſtaind a violence, to which I am perſuad 
you are convinced my mind was incapable of 
s .confenting :—I-will believe that you feel all my 
*6 woes, participate in my anguiſh, and that my 

* pen ought rather to flow with. words of conſola- 
* tion than reproach. + 

Vet if it is ordain'd that we muſt both be 
c wretched, let us be wretched' together; — let us 
© mingle our tears and interchangeably eccho back 
© each others ſighs; —let' us indulge deſpair, — 
5+ recal the of thoſe bliſsful hours we once 

** enjoy'd, — compare the preſent with the paſt, 
4 and join in curſes on the baſe, the inhuman au- 
** thor of our mutual woes! - 
gut whether does my inconfiderate paſſion lead 
© me! — does it become the love, the tenderneſs, 
the duty of a wife, to wiſh you ſhould partake 
© my ruin |—no, fince-I can no longer contribute 
© to your happineſs, rather forget, renounce, a- 
© handorr me for ever !—Yet, oh! 'tis hard; — 
* 22 brain grows wild on the reflection —TIean 

no farther, —Pity me, my moſt dear, 

Wy mud add — pity, —oby pity, 
The undone, 

N e the loſt MA TII DA.“ 


4 P. 8. IF theſe diſtracting lines have any power 
* 9 4 * ſoft com- 
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. pation towards me ſtill dwell within your breaſt, 

© fie to me by the firſt poſt: Ax, i11Beſetch 

1 48 9992 that I ſhould liue to 
@ F of entreaties to hear from you i 


-" Wikis Alexis thew's me the above, be bene 
all diffolv'd in a flood of love and tenderneſs ; yet l 
believe the anſwer he ſent to it was dictated in terms 

t altogether ſo ſatisfactory to Matilda gn 
85 d —_ of her mind requir'd. 

ere e the ſecond melancholy epiſtle of that 
unfortunate lady. 


To ALEXxIS. 


« My for ever dear tho” much unkind Atzx:e, 
71TH what have I watched che ar- 
rival of the ho counted the te- 
6 A minutes as they glided on how trembled 
© between hope and fear on every knock was given 
at the gate, while in expectation of a letter from 
% you !— at laſt it came; — but, oh! | am not 
more at calc! . 
e Wherefore, Alexis, do you as fool 
te cruel ſuſpence l aſk'd no — of you, 
c —defir'd you nat to love me till, —I only begg'd 
ce he deciion of my fate; and ſure that is not a 
333 make, or you to 
grant! 
1 My father, uncles, all my kindred and at- 
quaintance, nay, our very ſevants, ſtand amaz d 
* to ſee me here without you z —they perceive my 
alter ' d looks, and with officious love enquire into 
ec the cauſe: all the anſwer I can make. is,---that 
the air of London not with my conſti- 
* tution, I hurry'd back before ſome buſinaſs you 
e 4104 7 
£ WW — * Theſe 
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„ Theſe - excuſes. may paſs current ſor à time, 
<©6- but cannot do ſo long: Ie june you Bertier, 
„ by all you have — hope, 

© not to expoſe yourſelf and me to conjectures 
* which cannot be to the advantage of either of 
<< gur characters; pronounce my doom, fa 
that you will return, and live with me, in 4 
6 as before; or ſeruple not to let me 
% know you have reſolved on an eternal Teparation, 
« that I may retire at once to ſome dark corner of 
the world, and ſhut myſelf up from pity and 
© contempt. 

a e t upon 
ou obliged me to remove from on; 
6 — oi us were in too much co the 
time of parting to give our cocler reaſqh fany 
room to operate ;---we have ſince, doweske had 
tc leifure to reflect on what was proper to be done 
<« in our unhappy cireumſtances; and I flatter my- 
D be- 

cc ing the firſt to mention it. 

4 Oh, Alexis! imagine not that when I urge 
« you to this ecclarciſement, that T am ſo vain as 
<« toiſooth my fond heart with a belief that ſince 
the dreadful accident has happen'd to me you 
«© ever can love me as you have done; --- no, I 
9 . ſentence wilt be that of an e- 
& verlaſting — perhaps it is already 
65. fign'd within yet heals, an# the tortpaliion you 
* have for me alone delays the execution. 

<<. If this ſhould be the cafc, --- throw afide that 
* cruel mercy which conce s it from me, I be- 
« ſeech you ; --- grief and deſpair have given me 
«© fortitude to bear the worſt” of ills, and ſure 
66 he pores half fo dreadful to meas fee- 
yon n mbrez.--- 5 much the heeft fir mv 
38 nal peace, as it n the ſooner lid 2 
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ce the burthen of a hated life; · but. I will trou- 
* ble you no more than to renew my petition of 
* knowing in your next letter what it is you have 
c jn effect decreed for | 172 
The innocently crimigal 
Maria. 


© P.S. Your old acquaintance and fellow-col- 
2 „Mr. L „ has juſt now ſent to en- 
. wh Sect you are expected down ; he de- 
« f ens, it ſeems, to ſet up at the next General E- 
lection for the Borough of i, and great- 
< ]y depends on the intereſt he knows you. have in 
er that place, --- I ſuppoſe you will ſhortly receive 
& a letter from himſelf on the occaſion ;---oh may 
<« the calls of friendſhip give weight to thoſe I _ 
* mention'd, and influence you to return.” | 


I happen'd to be with Alevis at hs cone af his 
receiving this; --- he firſt read it to himſelf,--+then 
communicated it to me, and when. he had "fniſh'd 
cry'd out with an extraordinary emotion, 

Mexis. * Poor Matilda ! --- unhappy charming 
woman! with what enchanting eloquence does 
* * plead againſt herſelf !---how weetly labour to 

* oppoſe what ſhe moſt wiſhes to obtain. 

As found the ſtrongeſt reaſon in the arguments 
urg'd in Matilda's letter, 'T muſt confeſs that I was 
at à loſs to comprehend what he meant by ſpeak- 
ing in this manner, therefore defir'd he would ex- 
— himſelf, which he immediately did in theſe 


Mexis. O, friend, the more I diſcovgr of her 
© merit, the leſs I am able to forget the violation 
© of her honour ;---I muſt ceaſe to love her as-I 
© do,---muſt bring myſelf to look upon her with 
8 the ſame indifference that moſt huſbands do upon 

: © their 


ww + * 


The Invifible Se v. 143 


their wives, before I can ſupport, with any tolera- 
© ble degree of patience, the thoughts that another 
© has poſſeſs d her.” 

Thus did he always talk whenever we were alone 
together, and any mention of his wite came upon 
the carpet, as it ſeldom fail'd to do on ſome occa- 
ſton or other; had Matilda known his ſentiments, 
I believe. it would be a moot point whether ſhe 
would not rather have choſe a ſeparation than to live 
with him, after he had reduced himſelf to ſuch a 


began to give indications 
| more at give great to loſe all 

remembrance, not only of the injury done to Ma- 
tilda, but of herſelf alſo ; --- by very ſwift degrees 
he became the reverſe of what he was before his 
going to that fatal Maſquerade ;---the pleaſures. of 
the bottle, and the converſation of the looſer part 


I am told, however, that he is —— pro 
paring to ſet out for #$#*#**#* , hut what ſatiſ- 
faction can the virtuous Matilda receive from his 
return thus transform'd,—thus debaſed in morals 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Author having found ſomething in his rambles, 
which he — Een 1 of ſome value to the 

right owner, to ſhew his readineſs to reflore it, 
. condeſcends to take upon himſelf the office of a 
Town- Cryer; — but waves the ceremony of the 
great O-. Les three times repeated. 
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fully back into the Purſe whence I had taken them, 
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amining what it contain d; — I ſhall give a faithful 


| Money being the chief idol a I ſhall 
give that the preference, and begin with the Purſe, 
which had in it five gold ducats, a leaden French 
ſhilling, a bent half- crown, and a medal of the 
Duke of Cumberland in copper, very curious, but 
by ſome accident had been crack'd, and the im- 
preſſion in ſeveral parts pretty much eraſed. 

Having look'd over theſe pieces, I put them care- 


— then proceeded to a farther ſcrutiny. 

The next thing that preſented itſelf was a very 
ſmall Pocket-book, which I ſhall forbear to de» 
ſcribe, as well as to make any mention of the ſe- 
veral memorandums it contain'd, to-any perſon in 
the world but to the lady who wroteand ſhall come 
demand them. 

There was alſo a chryſtal Smelling-bottle half 

full of Sal Armoniac, a tortoſe-ſhell Snuff - box 
rimm'd with gold, and a naked Venus painted on 
the inſide. 
But the moſt valuable part of this cargoe, at leaft 
according to my opinion, was ſome papers, — not 
Bank-Bills, —but letters and other writings more de- 
ſerving the attention of the public, and which I ſhall 
make no ſcruple to inſert, as they gradually fell 
under my inſpection; eſpecially as all of chem 
having been ſent under covers, which were not 
in the packet, the name of the lady to whom they 
were directed can aal bags at. 
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& Mapan, 


Now fend you 2 
often requeſted of 3 
2 4 be ſo good as n 
«* world know you 


. — . or 2 * by — 
teces, in Proſe 
the moff eminent 


An 
HE Art of 2 
hy heroic Poem.— By © in 
1* Eſſay on Power. | by a FTorky, 
2. y 
1 2 Beans in ” 
— t and letter d. DC on 
27 25 
ie ——probatum 1 
5 * 4 1 a 
ee izell, A Poem in 14 Car, 
8 — Bound — 
—— A Novel. 
3 
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Parts, — By the E— of E—. sub d in 


ov'd, oe Oe Tb ſtile. 
— 3 — In ſheets. 


8. The Chaſte Maid ; or, A new Way to a- 
muſe tho Tomn. A Comedy of three Acts, each 
ſufficient for a Winter Night's Entertainment. — 
By the facetious H F, Eſq; 

9. Rules to chuſe a Wife ; ſhewing the Abſur- 


10. A philoſophical Definition of 22 
upwards of Years compi y 
bee and molt ingenious Pro Mr. H—e. 
Stitch d in gilt 

is. F — A Poem. WW 
By the C— of B—. Bound in Vellum. 

12. A Collection of Jeſts and merry Phraſes, to 


young Pu —_—_ GC 
— — a Tutor in the modiſh Sci- 


ENCES. 6— detent 
letter d. 


14. The Charms of Novelty. A Pindaric EE. 
—By Miſs C———. In Sheets. £8 
15. The Pleaſures of Matrimony ; or, who 
would not be a Huſband. . A Farce. — By L— 
Va Stitch'd, and very much ſullied with of- 
2 "'K n By the r- 
T on 

dent of a learned Society 1 

LE derne Opera 
tees AG. 5. Stitch'd in 


H 2 


Paper. 


18 
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18. An Eſſay to prove that true Honour is al- 
ways concomitant with good ſenſe.— By the E— 
of O———, Bound in plain blue Turkey. 

19. Conjugal Love. A Paſtoral, of one con- 
r Printed 


Diſappointment. A farce of two AQs.—By Sir 
4G—— * Stitch'd in Cap Paper. a 

22. An Eulogy on Apoſtacy.— By L— G——. 
Bound in Calf and gilt back. 


23. Love in a Bottle. A Poem, in three Cantos. i 
IF — By the E— of M Stitch'd in blue 
1h * | 


| 24. Redivivus; or, Old Age aud 
1 1 A humoroes — the 
? E— f H——. Stitch'd. 
| . An Exbortation to Hoſpitality to Foreign- 
= | —————ů— 4 
'F the Liberties of the Natives. By L— T 
| 


| as he deliver'd it at the Hay- Market. Bound in the 
French Taſte. . 
= | ' 26. Criticiſms an the of — Rule a Wiſe 
. and Have a Wife. By L— ——, In Boards. 


Parchment. 

- 28. The Lover's Catechiſm. A new Ballad. — 
29. An infallible remedy for curing 
$» Itch. without By the D— of A 
30. The Beautcs of domeſtic Like dere 
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zr. Love levels all; or, A lucky Trip to Bath. 
An Epic Poem without any Epifodes. By C—— 
B———. Printed on a half worn out letter but 
very richly bound. 

8931 = 122 
eerage England. — — — 
Stitch'd in Marble Paper. F 


* Verſes in praiſe of Breeding. — By Miſs 


34- Ts — An Heroic Poem. — 
By the D— of » Finely bound. 

"_ Love in a Coach. A wes Gencec Miery,— 
” — In 

houghts A Philoſophical 

Treatiſe, dedicated to a Brother of the Horn, —By 
Mr. W ———, Bound in Sheeps ſkin. 
37- The Triumvirate of Converts ; — being a 
ſeries of Epiſtles on moral and religious Subjects, 

which paſs'd between L— T —— 
G, and Mrs. C ( In Boards.. 
538. The Eſcape. A Satyre. Infcrib'd to L— 


— M-——, by a well wiſher to her 
Ladyſhip. 


30. A Scheme intended to be offer' d to Parlia- 
ment for the erecting Stock · jobbers into a Corpo- 
ration, and having a Hall of their own to tranſact 
B Me in, without going to Exchange-Alley,— 

— 

40. A Letter ſent with a Side of Veniſon to the 
celebrated Mrs. [— D——, in the Piazza, Co- 
vent-Garden.— By L— T———e, 

41. A ſhort Treatiſe concerning public and pre- 
vate Charities, proving to a Demonſtration that the 
former are of much more Emolument to the Giver | 
than the latter. — By L— E ]. ——. 
Curiouſly bound, with a 

42. The . A Poem, Addrefs'd 

3 ta 
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43. A Prophecy that Votes for Members of Par- 
liament will fall to no Price at the next Weſtminſter 
EleQtion.—By Sir w Y——, 

Having folded and replaced this Paper in [the 
pocket whence I had taken it, I proceeded to the 
others, 66 


LETTER IL 


„ Mapan, 
oy muſt be conſeſs d that you are endow'd with 
1 a courage and reſolution ſuperior to what moſt 
of your ſex can boaſt of but you muſt give me 
© leave to ſay, at the fame time, that in theſe af- 
fairs we men run much the greateſt hazards 3 in 
© caſe of diſcovery our perſons are liable to fall a 
* ſacrifice to the reſentment of an injur'd huſband, 
and our fortunes ſure to be ruin'd by way of re- 
* paration of his diſgrace, —whereas the worſt you 
have to fear is a divorce :—the laws are favour- 
able to wives,---the portion you brought with you 
«© is either return'd, or an annuity equivalent; and 
« as for the little ſhame you ſuſtain by ſuch a pro- 
© cedure, it is well aton'd for by your being freed 
% from the loathſome careſſes of the man you hate, 
© and at full liberty to purſue your inclinations with 
< him you love.---Be aſſur d, dear madam, I would 
venture much for the continuance of the 
« you permit me to enjoy; but I-find the inter- 

e courſe between us begins to be ſuſpected, and you 
£* muſt therefore pardon me that I yield to neceſ- 
«* ſity, and refrain any farther meetings with you, 
cc at Jeaſt for the preſent: —I was yeſterday at 
«© Court, and heard ſome whiſpers that your jea- 
© Jous coxcomb will ſoon be ſent abroad ;—if 4 
« a thir 
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& 2 thing ſhould happen, as I have ſome pretty 
4 good reafons to believe it will, I ſhall return with 
« double tranſport to your embraces, till then 
«© prudence obliges me to deny myſelf that happi- 
„ neſs; but at how great a diſtance ſoever I keep 
«© my perſon, I beg you will do me the juſtice to 
* believe my heart is always with you, and that I 
My ——_— — be, As 
With the teſt fincerity, 
oy . 
4 Your moſt obliged, 
And moſt faithfully 
* Devoted ſervant, | 
«© PHILETES, 


P. 8. I would not have you harbour any un- 
$ © juſt ſuſpicions, either of me or your fair friend, 
for upon my foul I never had the leaſt deſign 
upon her in the way you mean; and you will 
% find, whenever it is convenient for me to renew 
* my devoirs to you, that I like no woman better 


than yourſelf, —Once more I bid you unwilling- 
* ly adieu. 


LETTER III. 


© Dear Creature, | 
1 yt Damon and my Strephon, as we call 
5 them, are both with me; — they have 
found out the moſt charming place that ever was 
** for us to ſcamper to, whenever we can delude 
the eyes of our impertinent gaolers ; — if you 
*© can find any excuſe to get looſe from yours, the 
* rendezvous agreed upon is the banks of the Ser- 
** pentine-river, juſt after ſun-ſet, whence we are 
to follow our leaders where they ſhall pleaſe to 
conduct us, —Lady Fillup has a rout to-night 
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« —you may tell your tyrant you are going there; 
* but why ſhould I put into a head fo 
* much more fertile than my own ?—Fail not to 
*© come, however, if it be not a thing utterly im- 
4 poflible for human wit to accompliſh; but let 
* know your reſolution by the bearer. 
« am,, 
« My Dax, 
« Your very 
Humble ſervant, 


„ CORRINNA. 


P. S. While I was writing the above, Damon, 
© to ſhew either his love, or wit, of both, took up 
% a pen and employ d it inthe inelos d. 


To my Soul's Treaſure. 
46 FL, charmer, fly,—leave home-bred cares 


& With thoughts of coming joys fill all your mind ; 
* — — wg 

2 indling tranſports brighten I 
« Each vein of — 22 
« Haſte then, and lull me gently in your arms. 


I know I am a bad poet, but you will find 
«© me a better lover, and that your charms are ca- 


% pable of — ms wh more fire than all the 
ladies of P us put together. 
am, 
With truth and tenderneſo, 
« My lovely dear, 
© Your moſt 

« And faithful adorer, 

&© Danon.' 


'The 
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*- Who-fteals my pure, ſteals traſh ; "ts ſomething; 
nothing; 
Twas mine, 1 
is, fands; 
« But! he thar-filches rom me my good: names, 
| * Robs'me of that which not enriches him, 
d And makes me poor indeed. 
a- 
2 polition III had 
to what place Str 
conducted their ladies, I doubt not but my curioſt- 
ty would have carry'd me _— _ 
quiries might perhaps have gain'd-me the ſatisfac- | 
tion of knowing hom much of the night theſe ina- 
moratos had paſs d together, and in what manner 
* they had been entertain d; but no mention being 
= Hs made 
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made of any thing farther than the place where 

were to meet, in Corrinna's letter, I was 
oblig'd to content myſelf with what diſcoveries I 
had made, and fo muſt the reader alſo. 

I cannot conclude this chapter without an obſer- 
ſervation which has conſtantly occurr'd to me when- 
ever any thing fell in my way of the kind I have 
been relating, —which is this :—as the wife has the 
honour of her huſband in keeping, it ſeems to me 
a moſt ungenerous and cruel addition to the crime 
of wronging his bed, when by public indiſcretions 
ſhe expoſes him to that contempt and ridicule which 
the world, though without the leaſt ſhadow of rea- 
ſon or juſtice, i ahrays fare to caſt upon the buf- 
band of a tranſgrefling wife. 

I know very well that people are apt to ſay,— 
that when a woman abandons herſelf to vice ſhe 
preſently becomes utterly incapable of paying any 
regard to her own reputation, much leſs to that of 
her huſband; — and that it appears a much greater 
matter of ſurpriſe when they ſee women, as it muft 
be confeſs'd many ſuch there are, who, without 
being criminal in fact, behave in ſuch a manner as 
to draw on themſelves the ſevereſt cenſures. 

Though I muſt allow that this too frequent] 
happens, yet I cannot in with 
who ſeem to wonder it be fo, and look up- 
on it as a kind of i L. TN 
2 ilt is more to inſpire cir- 


pable, I ſhould expect to be very careful not to do 
any thing in public that might Ne ack fb of 


her being leſs reſerv d ivate ; whereas a con- 
ſciouſneſs 1 in a thoughtleſs 
diſpoſition, may eaſily render a woman 
and leſs obſervant of thoſe Ces" 
not 
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not eſſential to virtue, are doubtleſs "—_ to re- 
putation. 


A. . 
Turns chiefly upon the ſubjeft of Education, and 


contains ſome things which the Auther is appre- 
henſtue will not be very agreeable to the Female 
part of his readers, whether of the elderly or the 
more youthful claſs, yet may ſerve as a uſeful ad- 


monition to both. 


H E good or the ill fortune of our whole lives 
chiefly depends on the firſt bent given to our 
minds in youth; —impreſſions made in our early 
years take a deep root within us, grow up with us. 
to maturity, became part of ourſelves, ſo that they 
may properly he call'd a ſecond nature, and are 
ſeldom, if ever, totally eradicated. —According to 
one of our Engliſh poets, 


© Children, like tender oſiers, take the bow, 
And as they firſt are faſhion'd, ſtill will grow.” 


For this reaſon it is that parents, unleſs they are 
very remiſs indeed, take fo much pride in the edu- 
cation of their children, beſtowing on them every 
accompliſhment befitting of their rank and circum- 
ſtances, and oftentimes more than will well agree 
with either yet all this will not do,—there are 
ſome previous ſteps to be taken, without which all 
the improvements we can make, — es 
of the moſt able maſters, will never render us 


ſelves, for any length of time. 
Pride, and an impatience of control, are the firſt 
propenſities diſcoverable i in human nature ;—if theſe 
are 
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are humour'd and ind in their 
which is indeed in our years, 
ſoon become too too turbulent to 
L NN 
vernment of reaſon, by any methods w 
can be taken for that purpoſe ;—their 
tions ſhould therefore be carefully 
check d in every inſtance. 


are the principal; 
is apt to break their ſpirits ; and that the world be- 
ing fo full of that few people ef- 


cape them when they come to maturity, it is pity 


eply : 

ae ee ee the 
ſpirit. that due decorum I would recommend, 
takes no more of the ſpirit from the young maſter 
or miſs than what is neceſſary to keep them from 
running into thoſe follies and exceſſes which, how 
exculable ſoever in childhood, render them con- 
temptible in riper years; as the ſkilful gardener lops 
from his tender plant thoſe ſuperfluous branches, 
which, if ſuffer'd to continue, would hinder it from 
growing to perfection. 

'Then as to the ſecond, —Every one knows the 
ſorrows their little hearts are capable of feeling make 
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cation: — for as to any underſtanding = cookery. . 
paſtry, or needle-work, they are conlider'd as vul- 
par things, and. below the delicacy of a fine bred. 


times nearly related, by 
marriage, to lady Plyant, her huſband being 
my firſt couſin ;—decency obliges. me to. viſit the, 
widow ſometimes ; ſhe is a very affable good na- 
tur'd woman, and. has, indeed, a greater ſhare of 
underftanding than her too great compliance with - 
2228 of the age will permit her to make 
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She keeps a prodigious deal of company, for 
which reaſon I ſee 'her much lefs frequently than 
otherwiſe I ſhould do ;—but happening to paſs by 
her houſe one day, when no coach nor chair was 
in waiting there, I ventur'd to knock at the door, 

was glad to be told ſhe was alone ;—I had not, 
\ with her above ten minutes before 
or three loud raps proclaim'd the approach of 
ſome new gueſt, and preſently after a grave elderly 
was introduced. 
Plyant receiv'd her with much 
a great ſnew of friendſhip, and after the firſt 
were over, and we had reſeated ourſelves, 


ſaid to her, 
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© pains with her ; for as I bave nothing to do 
* with my fone, they being all under their father's 
© management, and I have no other daughter, I 
© ſhould never have forgiven myſclf if I had not 
« vſ-d my utmoſt endeavours to form her mind fo 
© as to make her as agreeable as poſſible to her 
© acquaintznce ; and, I thank Heaven, I have been 
* pretty ſucceſsful in it.” * 

Lady Plyant. * Oh, madam, the world muſt 
© allow yon have,—Mils is the darling of every 
Tn "FI FOR 
Mrs. Loyter. gir a of 
0 good nature, madam, 9383 A ge- 
© nivs and ity to mingle in converſation on 
* almoſt any ſubject becoming a young lady to be 
© acquainted with.” 

I had been upon the wing to take my flight al- 
moſt from the moment mrs. Loyter came in ; but 
what was faid in relation to her daughter deter- 
min'd me to ſtay *till miſs ſhould arrive, in order 
to be convinced how far her perſon and behaviour 
x; a with the high character had been given 

her. 

I waited, tho? not without ſome impatience, till 
abundance more had paſs d between theſe two la- 
dies on the ſame ſubject, and on ſeveral other no 
leſs trifling, which as I cannot think the reader 
will be better pleas d with than I was myſelf, I 
ſhall forbear to inſert. 

At length miſs Loyter appear'd, and I ſtretch'd 


appear-. 
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ances, I ſuſpended my judgment on her under- 
Randing ill I had more ſubſtantial proofs. 


The diſcourſe ar firſt was only on where ſhe had 
been, — what ſhe had ſeen, —and how ſuch and ſuch 
a lady was dreſs d; — I found mils talkꝰd very learn - 
edly on this ſubject, and therefore was not with - 
out hope of hearing ſomething from her equally 
lively on others of more importance ; but none 
being ſtarted I was compellꝰd to liſten to the ſeve- 
ral animadverſions- made by theſe three ladies on 
caps and flounces, to my very great mortitication, 
as any one who reads this work may eaſily ſup- 
by what ĩt diſcovers of my humour. | 
At laſt miſs happening to ſay that ſhe had met 
mrs. 0 in one of the viſits ſhe had been 
making, I preſently catch'd up the word and fait 
to her, — Then, madam, I doubt not but ſome 
© converſation paſs d which you: will do us a fa- 
© your to repeat, as the lady you mention is per- 
© fely: acquainted with public affairs, and reaſons 
© upon them very juſtly.— To which ſhe made 
this an{wer : 

Miſs Loyter. * So they fay, fir; but ſhe was 
“ juſt going out when I came in; I was heartily 
glad of it; for I hate to hear a deal of ftuif 
about things that I know nothing of.” 

As I had a good ſhare inthe enſuing part of this. 
converſation, 1 ſhall, to avoid confuſion, repeat 
my own words as if ſpoke by another perſon. | 

author. Then, madam, you have no- reliſh 
for politics? N | 

Mifs-Loyter. * No truly, ſir. What buſineſa 
© have I with the tranſactions of kings, and princes, 
and parliaments ? It makes me: ſich to hear fo 
* mcch- of wars, and treaties,. and: conventions, 
and taxes, and grievances, 9 
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Author. *© I muſt confeſs, madam, that the af 
fairs of Europe are a little intricate at preſent, ' 
and may be puzzling to a lady's comprehenſion ; 
© —but I ſuppoſe you are well acquainted with the 
« hiſtories of former times.” 

Miſs Layter. Lord, ſir, what have I to do 
* with former times? 

Author. Every one, madam, has to do with 
* the annals of the country they were born in. 

Mrs. Loyter. Theſe things are quite out of 
my davghter's way; but for all that I can aſſure 
© you, fir, ſhe reads a great deal. 

Aut her. It — * be pity, is indeed, madam, 
* ſo fine a young uld be altogether ignorant 
of books: I imagine therefore that mils's ge- 
* nius ſoars to a higher piich, - the wonders of the- 
* creation, ſo beautifully defined in ſome treatiſes 
© of natural philoſophy, perhaps are her favourite- 
© contemplations;—I make no queſtion but ſhe has 
6 read Le de la Nature.” ; ns 

Mrs. Loyter.. I believe not, ſir.— Have you, 
© my dear?” 

Miſs Loyter. ©* Not I, truly; —but I have heard 
enough of it:;—ibey ſay that there are four vo- 
© lumes of it taken up with nothing but a defcrip- 
tion of Trees, and Birds, and Beaſts, and Fiſhes, 
and naſty Inſefts.* 

Aut har. What do you think, madam, of 
© Fontenelle*s Plurality of Worlds?“ 

Miſs Loyter. O hang it, —I was never fo 
* diſappointed in my life ;—I thought by the be- 
* gianiog, when I found a gentleman and lady 
* were taking their promenade together by moon- 

© light, that ſome adventure would have 
© enfued but God, the Author has made 
: them talk of nothing 8 Planets and the 

thin that ha in the Sk * 

1 * ; , Author. 
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Author. I fancy then, miſs, that Romances 
and Novels are chiefly your taſte.” 

Miſs Loyter. * I hate Romances, they are too 
© tedious ;—as for Novels, I like fome of them 
© well enough, particularly mrs. Behn's ;—but I 


© know not how it is, the Authors now-a-days have 


© got ſuch a way of breaking off in the middle of 
© their ſtories, that one forgets one half before 
© one comes to the other. 

Author. © Digrefſions, miſs, when they con- 
© tain fine ſentiments and judicious remarks, are 
© certainly the moſt valuable parts of that fort of 
© writing.” 

- Miſs Loyter. I cannot think fo, and I could 
© wiſh the Authors would their ſentiments 
© and remarks to themſelves, or elſe have them 
© printed in a different letter, that one might know 
© when to begin and when to leave off.” 
—_— © I preſume, miſs, you are fond of 

oetry ?* ys 

. Miſs Loyter. Not very fond ;—TI can't fay I 
© ever read much of it.” 

Author. * Then you can't ſay whether you 
N give the preference to the ancient er the mo- 
dern? 

. Miſs Loyter. No, really ;—I never thought 
about the matter. 

Mrs. Leyter. Sir, my daughter is not fo 
© vain as to ſet up for a critic, tho” I am pretty 
© ſure ſhe knows more than ſhe ends to ;—L 
have heard ſome good judges allow her to have a 
very diſtinguiſhing taſte in ſome of the Theatri- 
© cal repreſentations.” 

Miſs Loyter. © © I love a Farce or a Pan- 


- tomime extravagantly ;—they are vaſtly divert - 
"OM Author 
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Author. Then I ſuppoſe, miſe, you ſee Plays 
© merely for the FE.:rtertainments which ſo frequent- 
© ly ſucceed thein: | 

Miſs Loyter. © Not entirely ſo ;-—there are 
© ſome Plays I like well enough ; but there are 
© others ſo cramm'd with the you — and 
Public Spirit, that they are quite furfeiting.” 

p —— day When * * much of theſe 
things, madam, the Licence-Office knows how 
to correct them. | 8 

Miſs Loyter. There is Cato, for example, 
* ſome people cry it up; but for my part I think 
* it a piece of dull ſtupid ſtuff, excepting one ſcene 
© between Portivs and Lucia.” 

I thought I had now ſufficiently ſounded the ge- 
nius and capacity of this young lady, therefore 
ceaſed to engroſs her any longer to myſelf, and 
ſoon after took my leave, ſecretly wondering. at 
the ſtrange partiality of mrs. Loyter in regard both 
of herſelf and daughter. | 

A few hours, however, made me begin to judge 
ſonewhat more favourably of theſe ladies; 
* Tho? mrs. Loyter, ſaid I within myſelf, is miſ- 
© taken in believing ſhe had been able to make her 
daughter paſs for a wit, her endeavours, notwith - 
* ſtanding, may have had better ſucceſs in other 
* accompliſhments more eſſential to her happineſs, 
© —ſhe may have made her a good œconomiſt, 


© and perfectly acquainted with every thing requi- 


* ſite for the well managing a family.” 

I had the more reaſon to imagine that this young 
lady was train'd up in frugality and good houſe- 
witry, as I had been told that mr. Loyter lived to 
the height of his income,—that he ſaved no mo- 
ney,—had ſeveral ſons, the eldeſt of whom, after 
his deceaſe, was to run oy with the eſtate ; fo 


that it could not be expe 23 
| ve 
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have any fortune to entitle her to a huſband at all 
—4 to her birth and the appearance ſhe 
m 

But as I was always willing to be convinced 
whether my conjectures were right or wrong, I 
reſolved to make an Inviſible Viſit to this family. 
——Juſt as I came to the houſe, mr. Loyter was 
out, and the door being open'd for him I 
din and went up ſtairs; — the old lady was 
— in the dining room window with her ſpec- 
tacles on, hard at work ;—brezkfaſt was but 
juſt over, wk found by the maid's removing the 
tea equipage, and Miſs was gone up to dreſs, it 
ſeems ; for ſhe came down preſently after in the 
ſame form I had ſeen her at lady Plyant's ; 
the ran directly to the great glaſs in order to ex- 
amine how her ats hung at the bottom, — 
and then turn'd to her mother, and ſeeing what 
fac was about faid.to her,, 

«20200 : Lord, mamma, have you not 
mending my tippet yet? 
2 — Mis. © Indeed, my dear, it is paſt 
ou have torn the lace in twenty 
« places, — with thoſe ugly pins in your 

er ;——T wiſh you would take more care 


© of your things. 


Maſe Loyter. Indeed I can't be a ſlave to my 
* cloaths.* 


Mr. Leyter. I would not have you, my 
© dear ;—but this vexes me, becauſe it is the only 
© handſome tippet you have ;—you muſt een try 
© to coax your father to give you a couple of 
pieces to buy you another, the firſt time you 
find him in a g20d humour ;—for I aſſure you I 
© have not a ſingle guinea in the world.” 

Mifs Loyter. © Well, "tis a ſhameful thing one 


has not money without aſking for, when one 


has 
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< has a fancy to any thing. But, mamma, can 


© nothing be done with this lace ?? 
Mrs. Loyter. It will never make up again 
£ inthe ſhape it is ;---but I believe I may contrive 


to make a handſome tucker out of it.” 


Miſs Loyter. © Oh I ſhall like a tucker of it 
© vaſt'y 3 · pray, mamma, do it as ſoon as you 
© can:---I muſt go out and divert myſelf ſome 
« where or other. | 

Mrs. Loyter. Where, my dear?“ 

Mifs Loyter. Nay, —I have gone my round 
© of viſits twice over ſince any one of them has 
© been return'd ;—I am only going to the next 
ſtreet 0 lady Lovetoy's, to ask if Miſs will take 
© a walk with me in the Park.” 

Mrs. Loyter. * Very well, my dear ; but do 
© not ſtay too long, your father brings company 
< home to day, and we are to have a great dinner; 
© —mr. Bloſſom, and his fon juſt come from the 
© Univerſity, are to be here, ſo I would not have 


'© you out of the way for the world ;—who can tell 


© what may happen?“ 


Mifs Loyter. Oh why did not I know that 
© fooner,—I would have had on my new gauſe 


8 - but tis no matter. -I will come home 
© time enough to change it.“ 

With thee words ſhe ſnatch'd up her little muff 
and gallop'd down ſtairs, leaving. ber poor mother 
poring over the breaches ſhe had undertaken to 
rectify ;—preſently after a ſervant mzid came into 
the room, and on mrs. Loyter's demanding what 
ſhe wanted, made this reply: | 
. Maid. * 1 thought Miſs had been here, ma- 
© dam ;—1 came to deſire ſhe would lend a hand to 
© make a cruſt for the veniſon, and beat a little 
<* ſpice for the puddings.” 2 
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Mrs. Loyter. * *Tis a ſign, child, you came 
© hither but laſt night ;—hy daughter does not 
© know how to make cruſt. 

Maid, * O dear, madam, any body may make 
a little paſte to roaſt a piece of venilon in. 

Mrs. Loyt r. I tell you ſhe knows nothing 
© of cookery, nor I would not have her * her 
© hands about it ;z—but if you will bring 
© the peſtle and mortar I will beat your = is 
© you.” 

Maid. No, madam, —while I am fetchi 

© up the things, and carrying them down am 
can do it myſelf.” 

The girl faid no more, but went out of the room 
with a countenance which ſhew'd ſhe was not very 
well pleaſed with the family ſhe was come to ſerve: 
I attended not the return of miſs Loyter,—my 
curiofity was now fully fatisfied, and I laid hold 
on the firſt opportunity I found to quit the houſe. 

Methinks I hear how heartily the gay and witty 
part of my readers will laugh at the 125 of 
miſs Loyter D IIOE a> 
a ſtalking, ſtaring, ſtupid, not creature ; a 
moving piece of mere matter, uninform'd by any 
ſoul or ſpirit —wholly i le of wg 
praiſe, and equally inſenſible of contempt ; — 
true ſhe appears ſo,—yet may it not be owing 15 
much to any of nature in her, as to the 
miſtaken fondneſs a m—_ who  fraing wo 
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iſhing fancy ſhall direct? Bless 
all oder gs Fo men from a wife of this 


CHAP. VI. 


The Author expect will make a full atonement to 

the ladies 75 the too much plain dealing, as 
ſome of them may think, of the preceding 
chapter. 


OMEN and Wedlock are the common to- 
n men, who without 
one ſpark genius or 1 imagine them- 
ſelves wits, and ſet up for but — 7 
her ne, or ome edo even beg be better way 
thinking in other things, 2 

the ſex, it is very evident, muſt be e 
that nature has endow'd I. of an wo- 
men with as great and valuable talents as ever ſhe 


beſtow'd on men. 
Numberleſs are the on eds 
a Naw. I 
dern hiſtory, to prove the truth of this aſſertion, but 


brought from the records 
T hall content myſelf with thenticalng only a few, 
pag > aw: mods crlloms of; 
to which, they know in their own hearts, = 
are indebted for all the convenience and 
of their lives, take ſhame to themſelves 
for what they have ſaid. 
Who is fo ignorant as hot to have bend of d. 
fam'd Cornelia of Rome, —— the mother of the 
Gracchi,—and the wife of Brutus, —the learned 
Hypatia of Greece, the Boadicea and the Car- 
tiimuda of ancient Britain ut tis needleſs to 
look back into ſuch diſtant times, the wife of 
the late Peter” the Great of Muſcoty;—the ine, 
> © 
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perial heroine of Germany, ——Signiora Laura of 
Italy, and the preſen —— of Sweden and the 

Two Sicilies, are no lic than ſhining proofs 
of the capacity of a — * mind. 

And even here, in this degenerate ifland, where 
all wiſdom and all virtue have been gradually de- 
creaſing for upwards of fifty years, there are not 
wanting ſome, I may ſay many ladies, who in 
private, and almoſt obſcure life, are are poſſe els*'d of 
1 that * add luſtre to the higheſt 

tions. 

In fine, ——there is nothing more certain, than 
that if the women, generally ſpeaking, are leſs 
knowing than the men, it ĩs only becauſe they are 
deny'd the ſame advantages of education, and the 
miſtaken mother laviſhes her whole cares in em- 
belliſbing the pretty perſon of her daughter, and 
gives no attention to the cultivation of her under- 
ſtanding. 

LI am happy in the acquaintance of a lady whom 

I ſhall diſtinguith by the name of Amadea; 
ſhe had been married very young to a gentle 
man whom ſhe tenderly lov'd, Sa by whom 
ſhe was no leſs belov?d ; but had the misfortune 
to loſe him at the age of twenty-five, and was at 
the ſame time the mother of three daughters, the 
eldeft ſcarce four years old. 
The land eſtate, which was very convleredle, 
deſcended to the next male heir of the family, and 
all the perſonals, with a jointure of four hundred 
per annum, to the fair widow, and each of her 
children five thouſand pounds. 

The firſt three years of her widowhoad ſhe lived 
the life of a recluſe, ſeldom ſtirring out of ' her 
own houſe, except to her devotions, or when the 
neceſſity of her affairs oblig'd her ;——nor did ſhe, 
with her mourning, throw this reſerve entirely 
off ;—tho? it is now full thirtcen yes Cres 
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dear husband's death, ſhe neither viſits nor receives 
viſits as formerly, but confines her converſatian 20 
thoſe of her kindred, or very;long and intimate 
acquaintance ; — never appears at any public diver- 
ſion, and rejects even the firſt mention of propoſals 
for a ſecond marriage, though ſeveral very advan- 
ous ones have been attempted. 


All her cares have been turn'd on the education 
of her children, and all 2 center d in 
obſerving the improvements they made by the in- 
ſtructions given to them ; — ſhe had never ſuffer d 
their tender infancy to be frighted with idle ſtories 
of ſpirits and hobgoblins, nor amuſed with fairy 
tales; from their moſt early years ſhe awak'd rea- 
ſon in them, and contrived it fo, that even the 
litle ſports ſhe iudulged them in ſhould ſome way 
or other conduce to that great end. 
As they grew bigger ſhe had maſters to teach 
them muſic and dancing, the French and Italian 
languages, and as much of the Latin as was fuf- 
ficient to make them ſpeak and write Engliſh pro- 
perly ; but theſe politer ſtudies were not to take 
up all their time, the œconomy of domeitic life 
ſhe look'd upon as tao neceſſary a qualification nat 
to be well attended to, —lome hours in every day 
were fet for needle- work; and whenever 
the table was to be furni(h'd with any thing extra- 
ordinary, they were ſure to be put under the tuition 
of the cook, and frequently aſſiſted her in thoſe 
parts of her buſineſs which were the moſt delicate 
ani leaſt laborious. 

Thus deſirous of enriching their minds with 
every uſ-ful kind of knowledge, it cannot be ſup- 


poſed that books were out of he queſtion, —20, 


each of theſe young ladies takes upon her, in her 
turn, to read to the two others the whole time 
they are at wark.-Zaik:'s Dictionary may juſtly 

Vor. II. I be 
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de call'd a Library of itſeif, as it gives a 
into almoſt every remarkable occurretice 


that has d in the world fince the creation ; 
and whenever they found any mention made of 
— 2 which gave them a curioſi- 
ty of being more fully acquainted with the particu- 
lars of, ſhe ſent immediately to her Bookſeller for 
the kiftory to which that paſſage referr d. 

But above all other things, this diſcreet mother 
was ſtudiouſiy watchful to prevent the pride and 
little vanities, fo incident to human nature, from 
taking 400 faſt hold of their young hearts z—be- 
times ſhe taught them, that nothing concerning 
themſelves, except the embelliſhment of their 
minds, was worthy their attention ;—that all cares 


I am well aware, that thoſe of my fair readers 
who have been brought up in a different manner, 
Which, by the way, | fear are much the greateſt 
Part, will be apt to cry ainſt the conduct of 


ie — el olege y, they wonder the 
poor girls are not mop*d, and that they muſt cer- 


tainly be dull ftupid creatures; but thoſe whe 
Wine then weed only have a ſight of the young 
ladies to be convinced of their miſtake, nothing 
can be more lively and ſpirituous than all the 
three filters, —ſmiles of innocence and joy dwell 
for ever on their faces, and denote an innate chear- 


fulneſs 2 which all thoſe hurrying 
pleaſures, fo rly purived by others, have not 
the power of wing. 

L made ſeveral Invi Vilits to them in their 


en apartment, and I know. very few — 


— um SO 
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+ of giving me a mare ſincere ops than þ 

8 the behaviour of theſe 
255 at — when they thought — 
entirely free from all inſpection, and had no gcca- 
ſion to put any reſtraint upon their words or ac- 
tions. 


Never did I find them lolling out of the win- 
dows, or conſulting their look or motions in the 
you glaſs ;—never heard them complaining that 

were not permitted to be the firſt in every 
new faſhion ;—never wiſhing to be in the Mall, or 
any other public place ; never wantonly giggling 
about love or lovers ; never quarreling with each 
_ or ridiculing, the foibles of thcir acquaint- 


iy + PRES 1 caught them playing and ſingi 


to their inſtruments „at others amuſing themſelx 2 


with practiſing ſome new dance, and not ſeldom 
bulily employ d in needlework for the uſe of the 
family ; and at the ſame time making fuch remarks 
as occurr'd to them on ſome paſſage or other in hiſ- 
tory :—in fine, I could perceive but what 
put me in mind of the three Graces, who, ac- 
- cording to one of our poets, are actuated but by 
one ſoul, and that. all harmony and ſweet con- 
tentment. | R 

The truth is, Amadea never makes uſe of any 
auſterity, the precepts ſhe gives are only enforced 
by ber own example, and de liver'd in ſuch a man- 
net as to ſteal themſelves upon the mind, and have 
no need of any compunttion from authority; 
{> that one may truly ſay, . 


Wiſdom in her appears fo bri t and gay, 
They hear wit ple e 
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Happy the children who have ſuch a mother ;— 
| the mother who has children ſuch as theſe : 
—1 am perſuaded that many examples of this kind 
be found, if parents would be at the pains 
to purſue the ſame meaſures Amadea did, and in- 
ftil into their offspring the principles of vi tue and 
wiſdom before they knew what was meant by vice 
and folly. 


C HAP. VII. 


Contains the recital of an adventure, 1 
haps, will not be found the leſs, but the mere 
; intereſting, for its being not alt gether of fo 
a nature as ſome others in this work 


may have appear*d. 


Was one moraing taking my Inviſible 2 
ſion into thoſe pleatant fields which lie behind 

Montague-Houſe, not with the leaſt view of 
making any diſcoveries, for I could expect none 
in that retired place, but merely to enjoy the be- 
nefit of the freſh air, which is almoſt conſtantly 
impregnated with various odours waf:ed from the 

jacent gardens. 

I bad not walk'd many minutes, however, before 
I heard the tread of ſome perſons cloſe behind me; 
+I ftepp'd aſide to let them paſs, and faw that 
one of them was Narciſſa, the only daughter of a 
gentleman who lived in that neighbourhood ;—the 
perfon who accompany'd her was her maid, as I 
ſoon after found by the fullowing dialogue between 
them : 

Narcifſa. Indeed, Betty, I think 
© Pike ſhews but litile love to let us — 


C. him.“ | 
Betiy. 
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Betty. Oh, madam, you ſhould conſider 
* that gentlemen in his poſt are not always ma- 
© ters of their time; - you know. he faid be came 
© to town on affairs of the regiment, and ſome 
© thing, perhaps, may have happen'd ;—but what- 
© ever it is that detains him it cannot be want of 
© affection, I am fo certain of that, I would pa 
© my life upon it.” 

Narciſſa. You are very confident, Betty, to 
© offer ſuch ſecurity for a man you have never ſeen 
* but twice in your life.” 

Beity. If 1 had never ſeen bim but once, 
© madam, I have ſeen enough to make me know 
* that he loves you to diſtraction: poor == 
© man, ——if he ſhould not ſucceed in his | 
I am ſure he has reaſon to curſe me. 

p —_ 6 Curſe thee, Betty, ——wby curſe- 
' thee ?“ | 

Betty. He might never have ſeen you if it 
© had not been for me.—Don't you remember, 
* madam, how I teaz'd you to go into Jolliffe's 
*: ſhop and buy the. laſt new play ;—he was ſuting 
* reading when we came in, and I ſhall never for- 
get how he threw down the phamphlet he bad in 
* his hand and ſtared at you, and how he ſigh d; 
poor foul, he loſt his heart from that very 
moment — ben how he follow'd us into th 
Park; — and how he trembled when he ask'd 
© your leave to join us? | ; 
| Narciſſa.. Pim, that might be all affe cta- 

tion.” ; | 

Betty. No, madam, — no ſuch matter ; —- 
the tongue may deceive dne, but the eyes can-- 
not; —all his-looks, while he was talking to 
* you in the Mall, put me in mind of the de- 
* ſcription Leonora gives of Torriſmond in the 
* play : His 


I 3 
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Pw Nod. vx = 
His very eye-bills trembled with lüp deve 
And iparkied from thei caſcmertts' kumid . 


* And then, when you were ſo good to give him 
© a meeting afterwards in the walk by Roſamond's- 
© Pond, how tenderly he exprefs'd "hicaſelf for 
2 DE every word be 


Narciſſa. „messene that's 


certain ;—but yet, Betty, I ought not to be too 
* haſty in giving credit to a man I know ſo line 


© of, or what defigns he may have upon me. 
Betty. * Nay, madam, I think you know as 
much of him as you can do without being mar- 
* ried to him :—Did not he tell you that his name 
s Was Fite, and thet be wes > Captain of Colonel 
, Regiment ?—As to his deſigns, you 
cannot doubt of their being honourable, as he 
* begg'd you would permit him to vilit you, and 
ask yaur fathe:'s leave to make his addreſſes. 
Nareiſſa. Ah, Betty, I wiſh ſuch a thing 
4 could be, for he is a prodigious pretty fellow . 
dat it is impoſſible, you know my father hates 2 
© ſoldier, —calls them a pack of locuſts, and fays 
6 they are the bane both of liberty and property 3 
14 he has always deſign'd me for mr. 
"Y 
" Betty. © Ay, madam, and will make you have 
© mr. Oakly too, or lead apes in hell if you don't 
© take care to prevent it: you know, madam, a 
© very few days hence that abominable a& will 
* take n 
1 3 


ET madam, but reſolve.” - — 
7 WI On what ms md ; ite ibm * 


Betty. 
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Betty. To tun away from the miſeries of a 
forced marriage; to exert the ſpirit of a true · 
be your own. pro- 


Narciſſa. How thou talkeſt!” - T7 

Betty. I talk nothing but reaſon, madam ;— 
© but here comes one who I fancy will be able to 
urge it more effectually. 

The perſon whom the had been U 
pleading for now appear d, —he was a tall well 
made man, and had a good ſoldiery aſpect; but 
yer I F diſeover'd ſomething about him 
that ſhew'd as if he had not always been accuſtom- 
ed to wear the rich cloaths he now had on ;—there 

wanted that eaſy freedom in his air, which, in my 
opinion, chiefly denotes the true -bred gentleman, 
and —— fin him down in my mind, either 
for an impoſter, or one whom ſome lucky chance 
had elevated far above his birth. 

He approach'd Narciſſa with a low bow, 24 
after taking hold of one of her hands and kiſs- 


| . Narcifſa.-. 1 40 not doubt, ir, but you be 
deen better engag*d.” 


W 6—— —— 
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be Colonel, and I mnall then have leiſure to lie 

1 eternally at your feet.” wess OT FEM © 1! 
Betty. Ah, fir, Lam afraid before that time 

« my lady will be obliged to have ſomebody elſe le 

© at her feet.” 

Capt. Pike. * How Y” | 

- Narciſſa. Hold your prating, — 

* gave y ou the privilege of ſpeaking ?' 

Betty: Madam, the reſpect 1 have for you 
* will not ſuffer me to be filent.---I tell you no- 
© thing but the truth, fir ;---as ſoon as this curſed 
* Clandeſtine Marriage-bill takes place, whkich 

© you know will be next Monday, my lady will 

* be forced to mm a man to whom. ſhe has the | 
* greateſt averſion.” - 
Capt. Pike. + Oh Heaven t-»-foucdrbeing ann 
© from all my hopes !--- And can you, madam, -- - 
© can a lady of your delicacy fabmit to loath'd 
© embraces !” 

' Narcifſa. * Sir, this fooliſh wench talks ſhe 
* knows not what ;---the act flie mentions does 
| een wy father to drag me-t0 the Altar, 
© ---it only binders me from chuſing for myſelf 3 
© I may live fingle if 1 

Cat. Pike, © Live Gogle ! --- Heaven forbid 
* that ſo much youth and be ſhould be con- 
© demr'd to a cold celibacy - No, nature en- 
© dow'd you not with ſuch ſaperior charms but to 

© bleſs ſome man who by his abundant: love might 
4 — worthy of A that. 3: wens the 


* Kappy Ker 
Narri. © Thiak not of itz Captain, —my 
© father would never give his confent to. any one 
* bat the he his made cyoice of for me, 
much leſs would he endure uo ſee me wedded 
© a gentleman in the army. 
dad w-3: 4,151: $113 1 igt 3» 1 
By 


—— 


© forms. Do not kings and 
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Capt. Pile. And have too that 
—— — erodier?* | _— 

Narciſſa. © I will not pretend to ſay I have; 
I think the army our only ſecurity in time of 
* war, and the greateſt ornament of our country 
in times of peace.” 

Capt. Pike. . * Ohthen, if 1 could flatter myſelf 
© there was nothing in my perſon more diſagree- 
able to you than in my function, I ſhould have 
© nothing left to fear. 

Narciſſa. * Yes, indeed, you would, fir, a 
© great deal; for I aſſure you, if I married yo, 
my father would not give me a groat. 

Capt. Pike. . Let him keep his dirty traſh,— - 
4. deſpiſe money, the commiſſion 1 enjoy at 

© preſent will keep us above contempt, and I have 
* money in the Bank ready to purchaſe the firſt : 

* vacant command of a regiment.” | 

Narciſſa. Can you imagine I would give 
© -myſelf to a man who has but juſt begun to tell 
* me that he loves me ?? 

Capt. Pike. © My whole life ſhall be but one 
continued ſcene of courtſhip ;—be aſſured I ſhall + 
* not be the leſs, 2 — — 


* fay of ſuch a thing!“ 


© The wiſe, madam, deſpiſe all 
es mairy Even 


Capt. Pike. 


r — — Te 

the legiſlature 

e  neceſſey ef coming u 2 ſpeedy 16 

© ſolution,” 

Betty. * Ay, madam, remember the AG.” 
15 
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my part ; and if--- but no more, 
vonder whom I would not with 
iſe us in this converſation ; this even- 


I fee 


4 


« 
” a 


Bo 


IHE 
£5 
: 


FE 

= 
; 
= 


p 


. . 
8 . 
— 
- 


1 
1 
5 


by Narciſſa, who, I could perceive by her looks, was 
little lefs diſconcerted ;—ſhe met her friend, how- 
ever, with a ſhew of gaiety and ſatis faction, and 
as ſoon as they came near each other ſaluted her in 


theſe terms : Nareifſa. 


N. „My 
© to ſee you in a place as t 
de m enemy to all folitary walks. 


L105 


4 


* 9 | 
© lady's heart who lives not far from Great Ruſlel-- 


zs a favour'd one; I know well enough that uu 

met him here by appointment. Prithee let me 

into the whole of the ſecret.” | 
Narciſſa till perſiſted in her firſt aſſeverations ; : 


hitherto ſhe had put on, thus : 
1 perceive, my dear Narciſſa, I am 
not thought worthy of your confidence in this * 
- Point, tho*'I am very certain you have not a 
friend in the world who wiſhes your happineſs - 
© with mere fincerity than IL do.“ | 
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- Narcifa. © I believe it, my dear, f/m 
© much obliged ts you ; but you would not have 
© me tell lyes to ſhew my e. 

Marilla. Well, —well,—T ſhall urge you no 
© fatther, and ſhould not have been ſo impertinent 
LIN 

tranſport it gave me to imagine you might now 
© have an opportunity of delivering yourſelf from 
© the danger of being forced into a marri 
- pain hos have heard you declare 1 
© an averſion for.” 

Narciſſa. * And ſuppoſe the thing were really 
, you have taken it into your, head to fancy, 
© would you have me diloblige my father by mar- 

© rying without his conſent ? 

Marilla. © Yes, when he will give his conſent to 
© no body but one with whom you muſt be miſer- 
Lr 44 to the 

Oakly, his temper is as would 
RAS heart in two months.—Yau 
© know I am very intimate with his ſiſter, and can- 
© not avoid ſeeing ſuch odditics in his behaviour 
© as have made me tremble for you a thouſand 
© times.* 

Narciſſa. * I cannot think my father will ever 

© go about to compel my inclinations.” 

Marilla. * Oakly is of another opinion; for 
6 ene yoo be ends wk ſeruple to ſay, that 
© if you do not marry him you ſhall- marry no 
s body therefore, — diving into — 
© crets of your heart, let me adviſe you, my de 
© creature, not to loſe the ſhort time allow — 
© but if you have any offer leſs diſagreeable to you 
© than y, accept it at once. three 7 Ay $2 
* ir wilt be cut of your power.” 


Narciſſa. 
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home through the ſhower, and I follow'd, 
only to take ſhelter, but alſo to hear the reſult 
the young lady's determination on what had paſs d 
between her and capt. Pike. 

As ſoon as they had pluck'd off their wet hats 
and capuchines, and Nareiſſa had a little reſettled 
herſelf, ſhe ſaid to her maid, | 
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Much better, indeed, madam. Hut 


N, 
6. think. 
© ſend to him. 


© me ſome paper 


© in to prevent me: 
* js nothing like the time preſent.” 


before her, I ſtood at her elbow and ſaw her write. 
the followiog lines: 


1 
E 
abs 


: 
11 fr 


wo 


7 


b 


# 
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arciſſa, * Why 1 muſt een have him, I 
Betty. © You made him a kind of promiſe to 

I did fo, and will keep it; — bring 
and pen and ink, —I will write | 
<. to him this moment, before any company comes 
Tou ate in the right, madam, — there 


The things ſhe called for being immediately ſet. 
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© but walk this way, tis not proper to ſtand here 

© to talk. —F —¹ Heaven's ſake why did you venture 

© to appoint a public place as this 
Capt. Pike. * No body knows me here, —my 
Captain 5 9 me, how 

our _—” 5 


this time they were got about the middle of 
where Betty having given him the 
he ſtopp'd to read it by the light 


letter of 
of a lamp at a gentleman's door, and as ſoon as he 
* 


had finiſh” d out, 

Capt. Pike. * This is brave, indeed, and nothing 
was ever fo lucky as her fixing to-morrow for 
wedding, for the Captain went to Hamp- 

this morning with a whore he pick'd up in 

the Park the other night, and will not be in town 
days, fo I ſhall have all that time to my- 

get at what cloaths and linen I 

— But, my dear ſiſter, what ſhall I do with 

c 

That is what I came to talk about: — 

fine lodging for her by all means, 
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1. 
5 


: 
- 


by 


8 * 


et 
8 


E 


tet 


. © But, Betty, I have no money; 
wrong ſtill if you cannot help me 


Pike 
will 
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Aer: but chere is no time to be loſt, 
have brought you four pieces, and I. be- 
© lieve that will * ſufficient for every thing 


* go and buy a ring and ſecure a lodging imme- 


« diately.” 
Pike. * You may be ſure I ſhall not fail, 
t hark ye, Betty, take care ſhe brings the 
dete of bet wo could pounds and a bet 
jewels.” | 
Betty. * Ay, ;—the ſhall kave nothing of va- 
„ine behind ber, Fil eng 
With theſe Sos „ and I went 
home, heartily glad that I had made this diſcovery, 
and determin'd to fave Narciſſa, if poſſible, from the 
misfortune ſhe was ſo near falling into, — to which 
| end I ſat down to my eſcrutore and immediately 
wrote to her father in the following terms : 


To Joun #$#$***, Eſq, 


«STR, 
6 HE thock Lam now about to gve you can 
be excuſed by being to prevent 
— — x egg 
one am Ito it . 
6 oma the beautiful — is on the 
Morte; —— promiſed, 
© and is refolved to keep her word, to join herfelf 
in with a wretch, who, tho' of the maſt 
29 rank, in order to ſeduce her innocence, 
* the chatacter of a and calls 
< himſelf capt. Pike; — Betty, her waiting · maid, is. 
« ſiſter to thei and has been the conductteſes 
„of the whole villainous deſign; — every thing is: 
* for the accumpliſhment, and tomorrow 
** is the day nnn 
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will reach you time enough to prevent fo irre- 


my honour and conſcience 
incumbent on me, I flatter'd myſelf — the ex · 
pectation of — 5 day treachery and deceit 


produced cod intentions of the Inviſible Spy, 


» @ ne a „ „ 


18 
» Yary kibh 2. 2 thts be a n gb ed 
ſweeping out a room, which, by a * 
ſet out, I judg'd was the chamber of ifa 
] was very much ſurpriſed, to find every thing ſo 
quiet in a place where I had look'd for nothing but 
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— 


*. confuſion, and ftcpp'd on the ſtairs to conſider what 

It might be the occaſion; when on a ſudden I heard 
what WW the ringing of a ſmall bell, and after ſaw a 
ny footman running haſtily up; follow'd him 


where he went, which was into the chamber of 


4 


isst Ty. 


g 


S o& 
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| * * 5 | 


Father.. Nor ever will, I fear :—the intelli- 
rr 
Mr. Oakly and my couſin Johnſon's, bid them 
N © both come to me this inſtant !—fly and, do 
Td © you hear, bring a coach with you ;—if I can re- 
© cover her before conſummation, her ruin may be 
yet prevented.” | 
tleman in the mean time ſtamping, biting. his lips, 
and ſhewing all the marks of an inward diſtraction, 
OE PDEs in. order to 

of his loſt daughter when the gentle- 
he had ſent for ſhould arrive; but I-ſtaid not. 
hear 
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Though I ſaw very little probability of my being 


ide to mes ing thing morent this heule then hed 


already done yet I could not forbear calling con- 
ſtantly there every day, and at laſt, by this dint of 
continued became acquainted with the 
whole melancholy ſecret of Narcifla's fate, almoſt 
as ſoon as the knew it themſelves. 
The pretended gone phy 
according to the direction of his filter 3 —. as foon 
as the ceremony was over, he had conducted his 
bride to very handſome le 
tainment ſuitable to the 
the poor deluded young | 
what ſerv'd to make her ſatisfied with what ſhe 
done, in return for his i 


ſome little time arg yt 
propos'd waiting on her father, to implore his for» 
giveneſs and bleſſing ; — on which the impaſtor, 
having now got his ends, thinking it needleſs to 
continue the deception any "longer, confeſs'd that he 
was no more than a private man in the = 


pliſh'd, it would be altogether improper to appear 
before her father. 

Narciſſa fell into the utmoſt diſtraction on this 
eclairciſement, —yow'd not to live with a wretch 
who had put fo baſe a trick upon her, but would 
go home to her father, who the doubted not but 
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ly in love, and on that motive 
her endeavours to ſtrengthen 
friend had for him. 


CHAP. L 


The 2 2 
under a nece making an introductory 
— to this Book and at the ſame time pre- 
ſents the Reader two letters of a pretty extraordi- 
nary nature. 8 


182 made it my obſervation, before I had the 
leaſt thoughts of becoming an Author, that there 
are two forts of Readers who particularly diſtinguiſh 
themſelves from all the reſt, yet, though direct op- 
poſites in humour, concur in one point, that of 
being eager to fee every new book that comes 
out, and impatient” till get to the concluſton of 
it; — the one of theſe affects to be above being 
pleas'd with any thing he meets with, eſpecially if 
it exceeds the bulk of a twelve-penny pamphlet, 
ing all beyond as tedious, tireſome, and 
inſipid; the other with alacrity purſues through 
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volumes, ſome one of the former claſs, with 
brow contracted and malignant fneer, like Mil- 
's fallen Angel, mutter between his teeth, 
What does the fellow mean by encumbering 
us wi 


; 


fell 
ith all this traſh? — Who does he think 
the pains to trudge through ſuch a 
biſh ?? — While thoſe of the other, 
out at the beginning of every chap- 
wonder what 


| | by any 
: fo I will not fo far dil- 

pliment the other with ſaying; 

ige them I extended the work 

leſs will 

ple of 

und ou 


I go about to 
a certain mo- 
t the method of 
takes in hand to 
h, that the eye of remem- 
the beginning before it has 


be ingenuous, — and confeſs the 
miſtaken in my calculation ; nor 
the tranſcripts I had drawn from my Ta- 
copied over fair for the preſs, could 
imagi would have employ d ſo much 
paper and time as they in effect have done; and 
I propos d from beginning not to con 
from the public part of the diſcoveries 
that reſolution, with- 


any regard to the number of volumes they might 


- Inviſible has now to 


This 
which! 
the latte 
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This alſo has been the occaſion, that a work 
which I intended ſhould have made its appearance 
the latter end of laſt winter is poſtpon d till now ;; 
which, as an Author, I cannot help — upon 
as a double maſertane, for two v reafons : 
—in the firſt place, the facts contain'd in it will be 
found of a leſs recent date; and in the next, by 
being fo long in hand fome particular 1 * it 
have taken wind, and by that means thofe who 
imagine themſelves concerned in them are prepar'd, 
to bring the whole performance into contempt. 
That this is no idle ſurmiſe of my own I am, 
very well convinced, and fo may every one elſe 
who reads the letters inſerted in the introduction 
to the Third Book of the Firſt Volume, as well as 
by two others which have been fince left for me at 
the Printi » and which I ſhall now take the 


liberty of preſenting to the public ;—the firſt is 
from a lady, and contains the following lines : 


3 


To the gentleman, or whatever he is, who calls 
himſelf the Ix VISIILE Spy. . 


« Mr. InvisiBLE, 7 


1 you are going to publiſh a kind of 
ſcandalous Chronicle of what you, in your 
great wiſdom, may look upon as the foibles of 
«0 es ah; and that neither birth, 
„ beauty, wealth, nor power, are a ſufficient de- 
© fence againſt ſo univerſal a ſatyriſt. But pray, 
* who ſet you up for a cenſor of your neighbours 
actions? — By what rule do you pretend to judge 
© what is deſerving reprocf, and what is not fo ?— 
Wit is the worſt authority you can ar — no 
© body now a-days pays the leaſt d to it 
« we women like the aeg ve d well, can 
Vor. II. & ſing 
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" ing a ſoſt Italian air, dance a French Louvre, is 
e complaiſant enough to ſquire us to all public 
„ places, and let us win his money at cards.— 
«© Thaſe of your own ſex alſo think as little of 
e wit as we do, know it is no qualification 
c by which they can expect to ſucceed either in 
< love or preferment ; and therefore, you may be 
«© ſure, deſpiſe in another what they are not poſ- 
< ſefs'd of themſelves. | 
« But I alſo hear that you declare yourſelf an 
<< enemy to Gaming in particular and if ſo, you 
4 infallibly ruin yourſelf with the whole town.— 
„ How dull, how fluggiſhly would life glide 
< on if it were not for that dear diverſion? — 
C Drefling and Eating take up but a ſmall part of 
<< the day, and Plays and Operas of the evening. 
« What muſt become of all our vacant hours ? 
<< —ye ſhould die by dozens of the ſpleen and va- 


4 pours for want of employment, if Gaming did 


<6 not rouze our facultics, the paſſions in a 
< continual flow, and the animal ſpirits from being 
c ſubjected to the odious power of fleep and ſloth. 

« If therefore you have preſumed to fay any 
thing in oppoſition to this favourite amuſement, 
< eraſe the invective page, or depend upon it your 
« performance will be cry'd down at every polite 
table, not only in town but throughout all Eng- 
. land.—I would have you know this advice is 
«© given by one who has it in her power to be ei- 
< ther a very ſerviceable friend or a moſt formid- 
able and bitter enemy ;—it is in your own choice 
„ which of theſe two you will make of 


* Yours, &c. 
* OI IA.“ 


The 
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The other letter is from a member of the laſt 
ever memorable parliament, and was ſent a few 
weeks before the writs were iſſued out for 3 A 
new one.— Theſe are the contents : 


To the Author of the InvisiBLE Spy. 


dl 3 * 
* 9 but know that a Spy, as ſoon 
* as detected to be ſuch, is condemn'd by 
© the law of all nations to be carry d to the firſt 
5 tree and hang'd up immediately. What then, 
& in the name of common ſenſe, can have induced 
« you to aſſume a character ſo obnoxious to man- 
** kind, and ſo dangerous to yourſelf *!—Do you 
«© imagine that the natural love people have for in- 
<* telli will fave you ?—no,—if you offend 


igence 

* all, you muſt expect that all will be againft you; 
„but I am charitable enough to hope otherwiſe, 
* and would fain think you concern yourſelf only 
*© with matters relating to the tea-table and toylet 
eo the ladies, and are more diſcreet than to med- 


populace. 
me, I ſuppoſe ;—but leſt you 
I will tell you that I ſhould be forry 
to find you a dabbler in politics, eſpecially at 
& this critical juncture, when the Parliament is fo 
* — lied and a new Election coming 
on. 

J have the honour to be a member of the 
lower houſe, and am very ſenſible that ſome 
„% motions have been made there, which at the 
© time were highly diſpleaſing to the mob; but 
© as moſt of them ſeem to be now forgot, and 


* others die away apace, I would not have you 
ai 1 K 2 & ſcratch 
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& ſcratch an old fore and revive the memory of 
them. 

The Naturalization Bill moſt of all ſticks in 
© the ſtomachs of the vulgar ;—but as I take you 
c for a gentleman and a man of ſenſe, I will rea- 
© ſon with you a little upon that. affair, and doubt 
* not but to convince you that there never was a 
Bill better calculated for the true intereſt of the 
©« country, and to make us a great and formidable 
4 people 


I ſhall not need to tire your patience with ſay- 
& ing much on the occaſion, - the whole ſum of 
a 22 concluſive as it is, may be drawn 

up in a very narrow compaſs, —as thus: 

« Are we not told, in that book which is the 
rule of our falvation, that we ought to do all 
© the good we can? —Is there any thing 


as * advocate for a General — without 

„ any limitation or exception, whether in regard 
* of Turks, Pagans, Jews, or Atheifts. 

a yo Ag bout wap motives -which, in 
=, n, e every good common- 
< wands men and good ſubject wiſh that this 
«+ bill might be paſs'd into a law,—as I fhall pre- 
„ ſently make appear. 
ad” , it, It muſt be allow'd that the people of 

are, of latter years, extremely indolent ; 
„ —that'the-meaner fort of them are oy; on; 


or” ry 
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6. and- that as the greateſt part are 
% deftroy'd either by the — or the halter, all 
* his hopes and endeavuuts wert buried with them; 
« ——-nay, were the ſmall remains of that family 
« extinct, yet ſtill there never would be wanting a 
" — to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms 
ve all know the late King of Sardinia, as next of 
* blood, enter d his claim in a Proteſt againſt the 
„Settlement of the Houſe of Hanover, and we have 
* no room to think his fon would be more paſſive it 
*< ſuch an opportunity ſhould arrive ;—never can 
«© we flatter ourſelves with being abſolutely ſecure 
yn by, ard therates ns God 2 
5: different 


K 3 I 
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bor our honour and convenience, but is alſo 
& neceſſary for our ſafety. © 

hh... However, as I have before obſerv'd, the lower 
«* claſs of people having taken it into their heads to 
* imagine that this and ſeveral others, were 
rr 
upon as their undoubted rights and privileges, I 
© ſhould be glad that no mention was con- 
« cerning any part of the buſineſs tranſacted in this 
« Parliament; becauſe I am pretty ſenſible that 
& there are ſome ruſtical clodpated fellows who 
* capable, on the haſt encouragement from the 

« preſs, to inſult and throw dirt in our faces, in- 


—— wy 
comply, I ſhall 
| opportnieyhereaer to ety wy gat 
* tude, and be „ 
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rechoſen, what I would then have ſaid would now, 
tor many reaſons, be highly improper. 

I mutt therefore ſubmit to whatever cenſures ei- 
ther he or any other perſon ſhall think fit to 
upon me,—well knowing that to thoſe who are re- 
ſolved to be offended, all apologies would be in 
vain, and to thoſe who read with a defire of being 
pleaſed, equally unneceflary. | 8 

Some, whoſe impatient thirſt for intelligence is 
not eaſily fatisfied, may perhaps think that in an 
age ſo gay, ſo luxurious at the preſent, when every 
day, nay every hour, teems with ſome freſh ad- 
venture, atid affords matter for converſation; I 
might have made a more extenſive uſe of my gift 
of Inviſibility, and that not two, but twenty-two 
Volumes might have been well enough employ'd 
in the rehcarfal of what I had feen and heard 
but thoſe, if any ſuch there are, will find in the 
cloſe of this work, that if I have omitted many 
things which doubtleſs have happen'd werthy re- 
mark, it has not been owing to any remiſſneſs in 
me, or a wearineſs of proſecuting my enquiries, 
but to an unlucky accident which ftopp'd me in 
my full career, and cut off all farther opportunities 
of obliging either them or myſelf. 

As this is the laſt addreſs I. ſhall make to the 
public, at leaſt while I continue to wear my Belt 
of Inviſibility, I think myſelf obliged, in good 
manners, to take my leave, not only of the cour- 
teous but alſo uncourteous reader, —which I now 
do,—heartily wiſhing that the one may find in this 

mance every thing capable of entertaining 
im, and that the other may be preſerved from 
falling into the ſpleen or hypochondriac 


ac, by diſ- 
charging on me all the ill nature he is paſſeſs'd of. 
{ioiog 5 515 — loc S015. ro eme i 
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CHAP. 1. 


The Author flatters himſelf will be no unacceptable 
preſent to all thoſe of the fair fer, who are either 
truly innocent, or would preſerve the reputation 
of being fo. 


HEN a young woman, of what rank or 
degree ſcever, indulges herſelf in a too 
great freedom of converſation with one of a looſe 
and wanton behaviour, ſhe cannot wonder that 
thoſe who are witneſſes of their intimacy ſhould 
JuſpeCt her ' guilty of the fame inclinations ;=— 
and that tho? perfectly innocent of the faulis of 
113 equal partaker of her 
e. 

Women, who are either born to, or are re» 
duced by accidents to low and indigent circum- 
ſtances, "—_ themſelves by ſaying, —that the ne- 
ceſſity of their affairs compels them to keep an 
acquaintance with perſons who they find it the ir 
intereſt to L but if this be an inſufficient 
pretence, as certainly it is, fince there is no in- 
tereſt which ought to be put in competition with 
reputation, what can be 'd in behalf of la- 
dies of fortune and » who have it in their 

wer to chuſe their „ and it cannot be 

ppoſed wonld converſe with any whole manners 
they did not approve ? | 

In fine, r 
according to my opinion, the ſex in general hould 
be more upon their guard againſt than this ;—for 
tho? ſome, dazzled with the pomp of ſhow and 
equipage, may be weak enongh to imagine, that 
to appear in public, or be known to have an Its? 
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vided ſhe be a perſon of condition, will bring no 
blemĩſh on their own characters, or be of any pre- 
judice to their morals, yet that ſuch an intimacy is 
extremely dangerous to both may be very eaſily 
_ Firſt, as to character; If the world ſhould be 
more ſilent than it ever was, or ever will be on 
ſuch occaſions, it cannot be expected that a wo- 
man, who bas thrown off all regard for her own 
honour, ſhould have any for that of the perſon ſhe 
converſes with, or would even with they ſhould 
be thought poſleſs'd of a virtue ſhe ia entirely de- 
ſtitute ot herſelf ;—ao,—an the contrary, ſhe. will 
rather have recourſe to all the wicked artifices the - 
may be miſtreſs of to caſt a ſhade over that bright- 
neſs which would render her own defurmity more 
conſpicuous. | aire 
But this is not the worſt danger to which an in- - 
nacent perſian is expoſed by keeping company with 
à bad woman ;—we are told, fr unqueſtion- - 


epetition of indec 


ys pry ty of 


wi ee | 

I know very well, that the timid modeſty I 
would fain recommend, as the fureſt guardian of 
2 Virgin's honour, has for many years been ex- 
3 and that ſince ſome foreiga cuſtoms have 
unhappily been introduced 2 us, t9 be capable 
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but far the greater number were of a quite different 
opinion ; and, indeed, the little regard ſhe takes 
of her family ſince her marriage, the public con- 
rempt with which ſhe treats her huſband, and the 
frequent quarrels ſhe has with him in private, but 
too much juſtify the worſt character can be given 
either of her economy or her 

Yet notwithſtanding all this, there is a certain 
ſomething in her air, her wit, and her manner of 
behaviour ſo engaging to both ſexes, that ſhe has 
always been, and till continues to be conſtantly 
viſued by perſons not only of the beſt fortunes, 
but of the beſt ns alſo, who chuſe rather 
to ſeem blind to her faults than deny themſelves 
the pleaſure of her converſation. 

It is, beyond all diſpute, a very great pity that 
a woman fo plenteouſly endow'd by nature with 

every qualification to ſhe virtue in its moſt ami- - 
able colours, ſhould, through a ſtrange depravity 
of principles and inclination, make ule of all the - 
fine talents ſhe n 2 
the foul face of vice, and endeavouring to 
a pleifing aſpect to the deformity of fin 2 

me. 

The beautiful perſon of Emilia, der ſprightly 
wit. — her good humour and affability, render d her 
the darling of all who knew her; — bey beheld 
with an infinity of concern her iatimacy with Co- 
riſca, and thoſe, who either by proximity of blood, 


or x long acquaintance with her, Wem 


ſelves privileged to offet their advice, did it in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, and ſpared no remonſtrances that 
might prevail on her to break off fo dangerous a 
communicition z—but ſhe was deaf to all cuuld be 
ſubject:—it was her misforumie 
to become the miſtreſs of her own actions at too 


_ early act age; — what fortune-ſhe” was deer 


204 The Inviſible Sy v. 


was in her own hands, and as ſhe was entirely in- 
dependent on her friends, would not fubmit to be 
1 * 1 8 
In juſtice to u mer, W = 
ever, I muſt ſay, and ant a hereafter prove, that 
there is a fund of honour and virtue in her foul 
ſufficient to have made her look down with con- 
tempt and deteſtation on. the conduct of Coriſca, 
and to have oblig'd her, if not to break off all 
converſation with her, at leaſt not to appear with 
| pe may Gp-b-q- An te a of plca- 
fure where ſhe was en 
But, alas! the ſeeds of thoſe noble principles 
for a time lay dormant in her, choak'd up with 
the natural levities of youth, and the modiſh ex- 
ceſſes of the age, they had not power to ſhoot 
forth into action: —innocently wanton, and indo- 
lently 72 ſhe ſaw not the danger to which ſhe 
expoſed her perſon and reputation, becauſe ſhe 
ht not of it, nor gave herſelf the pains to 
examine what ſnares might poſſibly be ſpread for 
her ;—but ſuffering herſelf to be continually bur- 
ried from one amuſement to another, never con- 


in deſeribing the cha- 
n becauſe in the cour'e 


Javoived their whole future ves in diſho- 


— have reaſon to pardon this 
as it has not been tedious, and I 
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ment of this celebrated Coriſca, I happen'd to be 
there one morning when Favonius and Palamede 
were with — gentlemen is of 
a very amorous inclination, and known to be what 
the world calle well with ker the ocher; though 
and lively as Mercury himſelf, has deen re» 
ain'd either want of inclination to her 
perſon, or his fiizndſhip to Favonius, from at- 
tempting to take any private liberties, —— 
viſus her but in his company. 
diſcourſe they were engaged in, when I 
n upon them, I found was an ſubjects 
a nature for me to ſpread my Ta. 
reception, fo I ſhall make no repcti- 
any things were faid till the entrance of 
who came in ſoon after. 


k INS © cm ——_— 4 
ou till dinner time.” 

b 3 Indeed, my dear, I never waited on 
— ill a will, nor came on an 
diſagreeable to my inclinations ; for I 


© io 


© but juſt time to tell you, that [ am deprived of 


the pleaſure I propoſed to myſelf of paſſing the 
© whole day with you.” Fn. © 
— 2 — 
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© the is my god-mother, and beſides is pretty 


Coriſca, © But cannot you make ſome excuſe 
©'to leave her as ſoon as you have paid your com- 
© pliments ? — I ſhall have all the world here this 
"afternoon, and would not have you abſent upon 
© any ſcore.” 

Emilia. It cannot be avoided, —ſhe pretends 
© to have a huge fondneſs for me, and I know 
© will detain me, with a thouſand impertinent de- 
© clarations of it, till bed time ;—fo, my dear, 
adieu for this whole tedious day to- marrow, 
8 I hope, will atone for this vexation.——Gentle- 
© men, your ſervant.” 

In ſpeaking theſe laſt words ſhe turn'd upon her 
heel and ran out of the room; but not fo haſtily 
but that Palamede, with one ſtride, Join'd her at 
the door and led ber dowa ſtairs ;z—in the mean 
time Coriſca, looking on Favonius, faid to him: 

1 — © 1 pity poor Emilia; —the impertinent 
y fondueks of an old relation is almoſt as great a 
© mortification as the ſawcy indifference of a young 
© fellow that one likes.” 

Favonius. The beautiful Coriſca, I am ſure, 


© can never be in danger of experiencing the latter 
© of theſe vexations. 


To prove the ſincerity of this aſſeveration he 
cloſed i it with a ſtrenuous embrace, which Coriſca 
return'd ;—there was time for no more ,—Palamede 


« By the ſparkle fn your ever; Pu: 
* lamede, 1 ſhould imagiae the piece of gallantry 
you have ſhew'd to Emilia has been more than 
n 
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Palamede. This and all others I have yet had 
in my power to treat that lady with have been too 
© trifling to deſerve much natice from ber. 

Favonius. * Oh,—every kind glance gives tranſ- 
port to a man in love ;—you muſt know, ma- 
* dam, I have juſt found out that Palamede is moſt 


F. 


7275 


1 
5 8 


E 1 


1 
15 


FE 


208 The Invuijfible Se v. 


© be allow'd to be a perfect judge of nature in 
© our ſex, 288 


Oh curſed honour, thou who ful did" damn 
A woman to the fin of ſhame ! | 
Honour, who taught lovely eyes the art, 
To wound, and not to cure the heart; 
With love d' invite, but to forbid with awe, 
And to themſelves preicribe a cruel law. 
His chief attributes are pride and ſpight, 
His pow'r in robbing lovers of Allee. 
„that puts our words, that (hould be free, 
Into a ſet formality ! | 
Thou baſe debaucher of the gen'rous heart, 
That teacheſt all our looks and actions art. 
What love deſign'd a ſacred gift, 
| What nature made to be poſſeis' d, 
Miſtaken honour made a theft. 
Thou foe to pleaſure, natureꝰs worlt diſeaſe t . , 
Thou tyrant over mighty kings, "Fa 
Bie gone to princes palaces, 
But let the humble wein gu on, 
In the bleſt paths of the firſt race of man, 
That neareſt were 0. Gods allied, 
oy ESI Sk ab 
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0 riſca.”—On. which ſhe langt d heartily, and te- 


Phys, 


0 want none of theſe theatrical teſtl- 


The Invifible Sev. 209 


* our Engliſh Sappho, that when a woman loves, 
© no conliderations ate of force to reffrain-her 
from acting up to the dictates of her paſſion. 

Falamede. Ay, madam, if I could 'flatter 
* myſelf with the hopes of being lov'd by Emilia, 
I ſhould have nothing to apprehend.” 

Coriſca. * I will not pretend to tell md 
* ſhe is fo much in love as not to be able to ear, 
* drink, or fleep for the thoughts of yon; bus T 
have beard her ſay a thouſand times over, I be- 
* lieve, that you are, without exception, the 

etticſt fellow in the whole towo,—that' you 

Ses the beſt, — and have fomething peculiarly 

© agreeable in your air and manner of behaviour 3 

Land on the ſtrength of this, and ſome other 
indications I have obſerved about her, I dare ven» 
ture to affirm that you are far from being indif- 
* ferent to her, and that ſhe would be linle leſs 
© pleas'd than yourſelf with an cpportunity of be- 
* ingentertain'd by you in private.” 

Palamede. * Dear madam, you make me the 
© moſt tranſported man alive, —But by what means 
* can ſuch a thing be brought about ?—ſame ſcheme 
, ned be lbs fp that porgeds: n 

Corifea, * Nothing more eaſy ;—I have it all 
in my head already ;z——ſhe will go any where 
* with me ;—we ſhall be together to-morrow ;— 

* you two ſhall come in as if by accident, and 

* propole going to take the air on the other fide of 

© the water ;—there is a houſe the moſt commigdi- 
© ouſly ſituated that can be ;—— good gardens, 
a © good wine, good beds, good every thing : 

© =———- Favorius is well acquainted with the 
place. 


Favenins. I fuppoſe you mean that kept by 
* mrs; LS02 SSS, * 
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Coriſea.. The ſame.—When we have been 
© there ſome time, and it begins to draw near th: 
© hour proper to think of going home, you ſhall 
* diſcharge the coach, and pretend the fellow got 
© drunk and went aw-y without your knowledge ; 

© ——there will be no poſſibility of procuriog a 
© vehicle to bring us to rown, eſpecially at night; 

© —Favonius mull be content to do penance: with 
me in Joite. ing about the gardens, or in fome- 
© thing or other, ill morning, while you make 
* the moſt of your time witch Emilia.” 

Palamede. * Excellent, —my charming Ma: 
* chiavel !—But how ſhall. we prevail on Emilia to 
© be ſeparated from her dear Corilca ?? 

Coriſca. * Leave that to my management 
© ſhe hall ſuſpect nothing of the matter till ſhe 
© finds herſelf alone with you, —and then it will be 

* your buſineſs to make her ſatisfied with being fo.” 

_ Palamede. * Kind creature, — where ſhall I 
© find words to thank this compaſſion to a ſuffering 
lover? 

C iſca. Never trouble yourſelf about thanks, 

= good actions, they ſay, reward themſelves.“ 

Favonius, *©* As for my part, I ſhall defer thoſe 
© ackng which your exceſs of goodneſs 
demands from me, both on my own and 
© that of my friend, till to-morrow night, when 
. they ſhall make part of that an ee I 

am to 


ough to the charakter 
gag*d in it; but I am certain 
| be well reliſh'd by that part of my 
I am molt ambitious of obliging z 
— —— as indeed. 1 . 
my Tablets, quitted the apartments 
abis fair libertine, 3 


* 


and conte 
heard. 


Preſents 
Avent: 


ginning 
pet cx. 


22 
qua 
of Coriſe 
licentiouſi 
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eee I had feen 
heard. , | 


C HAP. III. 


Preſents the reader with the cataſtrophe of an nM 
atventure very different from what the be- | | 
ginning may have given him req 'to ex- | 
Pe ct. a 


H O' I had thought myſelf too well ac- 
quainted with the principles and inclinations 
of Coriſca, to be at alf ſurpriſed at any act of 
licentiouſneſs ſhe could poſlibly be guilty of, yet 
could not defend my ſenſes from being ſeiz d 
with the extremeſt ſhock, on finding ſhe ebuld be 
baſe enough to condeſcend to become the inſtru- 
ment of others pleaſures, and betray the innocence 
of a young lady for whom ſhe had as much friend- 
ip as is conſiſtent with a woman of her cha- 


Cor! 


virtue and Vier in one ſole point agree, 
© Each would be glad all like themſelves might 


as convinced as my inviſible inſpection could make 
me 


| girded on iny precious Belt and went to the houſe 


. * £ 
| — * 1 
1 — - n r — — 
i — _ * a 5 | . * 
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. . 2 = a g be call'd 

own mind would be highly ſatis factory to her fair aually on . 
friend. h | 

It was never my cuſtom, however, to place an Ab ally. 

entire dependence on eonjefture, whether of my ¶ Vas no oc 
own or that of another perſon, ſo reſolved to he Iden to it, 


Accogdingly the next day in the afternoon | 


of Coriſca ;—Emilia was not yet come, but juſt 
as I arrived, I heard her give orders to refuſe ad 
mittance to all of her own ſex except that lady, 
and alſo to all thoſe of the other except Favoniu 
and Palamede. 4 

As I doubted not but I hould be able to fathom 
the whole truth of this affair, by the converſation 
that would paſs between theſe two ladies while 
they believed themſelves alone altogether,. I ws 
ext impatient for the approach of Emilia, 
and equally rejoiced when I faw her enter. 
The firſt ſalutions they gave each other wer 
ſuch as might be expected from perſons who . well. fu 
mutually profefs'd fo warm and tender a friend: yore uſhe 
ſhip ;—the futjefis they afterwards talk'd upon Wine: 
were not of any conſequence ; not one word of and the c 
-Palamede nor the projected tour was mentioned, i with this 
— on which I abſolved Emilia from all blame on Which 1 4 
this account, and was ſorry I had ever wrong d 


Ber. 

But the leſs room I had to condemn, the 
greater cauſe I had to pity her, and to deteſt the 
cruel piot contrived, and fo near being put in exe- 
cution againſt her virtue ; but I had no time to in- 
dulge meditation, the gentlemen preſently came : 
in,—the propoſal, as agreed upon between them face. 
and. Coriſca, was immediately made,—the ladies 


but alſo by 
concerning 
no fooner 
than I hai 
beſt of m 
there befe 
trance, —{ 


ga ready aſſent, —a hackaey-coach was order's ane 24 


10 
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3 be call'&to the door, and every one ſeem'd e- 
qually on the wing to be gone. 


The reader will now perhaps imagine, that it 


being eaſy to ſee into the end of this affair, there 
was no occaſion for any farther enquiries in rela- 
tion to it, and that — had Js. its ut- 
malt gratification ;—but I happen'd to a' dif- 
ferent way of thinking, —I 
and could not help being defirous to fee how- ſhe 
would reſent the baſe artifice practiſed on her when 
ſhe ſhould difcover it, and alſo how Coriſca would 
conduct the plot ſhe had contrived. 


„Il ſincerely pitied Emilia, 


It was no difficult matter for me to know the 


houſe they were going to, both by the deſcription 
I had heard given of it the day before by Coriſca, 
but alſo by what I had been told by other people 
concerning its commodiouſneſs for intrigue, ſo I 
no ſooner found a hackney-coach was order*d, 
than I baſtily quiited the poſt I was in, made the 


beſt of my way to the place of re 
there before them, — took up my ſtand at the en- 
trance, ſaw them alight, and follow'd them into 
a well-furniſh'd ſpacious room, to which. they 
were uſher'd by a ſpruce waiter. | . 
Wine and biſcuits were immediately ferved up, 
and the company, after having refreſh'd themſelves 
with this little regale, went to walk in the gardens, 
which I found indeed very pleaſant, —well laid 
into parterres and knots, and larger than I ca 
have imagined ;—Favonius led Coriſca, and Pala- 
mede had Emilia by the hand, who, during this 
promenade, took the opportunity of entertainin 
her with many tender ſpeeches, but intermixe 
with nothing that the moſt chaſte ear might not 
—— $5:trfle without calling a bluſh apon the 
Pn a0 2 5 e 9TH L was 


4 


% 
o - 
' 
$1 


Se b . | 
F 


: 


—— — — 


- 
r 


- = 
. l 
A * _ * = ö 
= = he , = 1 = 
* — = — A — — a. — * 
V * * 4 f K * — — 
7 * * —_ 
— — * 
g = my - — — - - 
2 — ä — 4 = * — 
. = - 
. N | 8 — — a 
— _ — — - 
— | N — — 
- 


_ 


- 
ͤ—ü—H ⁊ᷣ— 
—  —_C 
* 


3 * = — 5 ' 4 . 
8 4 
—— ²— Do 
- * — 


re 


214 The Invijſiiie Se v. 

I was ſorry, however, to obſerve that ſhe re. 
ceived what he ſaid wich a certain languiſhment in 
her eyes which embolden'd him to go on, and 
made me fear that he had indeed a ſecret af- 
cendancy over her uncautious, unſuſpecting 
heart. | 

On their return into the houſe a table was ſpread 
with every thing that could excite the appetite or 
exhilerate the ſpirits ;—the chearfulneſs and good 
humour of the gueſts gave a double reliſh to the 
repaſt,—wit and ſparkling champaign crown'd the 
board ; and tho? the ladies allay'd the too great 

of the one by the aſſiſtance of water, 
yet the other flow'd with no leſs ſtrength and 
vigour. . 

After ſome hours had been paſs'd in the height 
of gaiety, Coriica on a ſudden look'd upon her 
watch, and aſſuming a more ſerious air than ſhe 
was accuſtom'd to wear, told the company that it 
was near one o'clock, and they muſt think of de- 
22 for London ; — to which Favonius re- 

, 

* 
a * Among all the ridiculous things 
© mankind was ever guilty of, I know none more 
© ſo than the having let their wits to work to n- 
© vent a machine, and then ſubmitting to be go- 
© vern'd by it.” 

Coriſca. There are many other laws, as 
© well as this, by which the filly world have 
© bound themſelves to go contrary to the primitive 
© rules of nature and inclination,—-indulging by 
© ſtealth only thoſe pleaſures which they were born 
© freely to enjoy; bu, however, all theſe cuſtoms, 
© diſagreeable as they are to people of real wit 
and ſpirit, muſt in ſome meaſure be comply d 
: with, or the ſtupid vulgar would preſently ac- 

euſe us of irregularity and indecency.* -: ..; 
WOE) » p Palamed:. 


Falun 
* dam, 
I will 
© on th: 
© well ; 
© to det 
think 
Emil; 
© beliew 
© longer 
add to 
Favom 
© farthe) 
* juſtly | 
6 ſome 2 
mand, 
In fp- 
room wi 
diſcharge 
minutes 
their face 
ving got 
away foc 
Corilca : 
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PFalumede. I look upon every one here, ma- 
dam, to be above the cenſures of the vulgar, yet 
I will not pretend to enter into any arguments 
* on that head 3 and dare anſwer for Favonius, as 
© well as for myſelf, that he would not preſume 
* to detain you a moment beyond the time you 
think proper to go.” 

Emilia. Indeed, gentlemen, I think, and 1 
© believe Coriſca does fo too, that to ſtay any 
© longer at this time would rather diminiſh than 
add to the ſatisfaction we have hitherto enjoy d. 

Favonius. * After ſuch a declaration, madam, any 
farther preſſures to the contrary on our part, might 
* juſtly be look'd upon as impertinent aad trouble- 
© ſome :—it is certainly your province to com- 
mand, — ours implicitly to obey.” 

In ſpeaking theſe laſt words, he went out of the 
room with Palamede, as it might be ſuppoſed to 
diſcharge the reckoning of the houſe : but in a few 
minutes return'd, and with a ſeeming concern in 
their faces ſaid, that the coachman, either by ha- 
ving got drunk or miſtaking his orders, had gone 
away ſoon after he had ſet them down ;—an which 
Coriſca affected to be extremely ſurpriſed, and E- 
milia being really fo, they both cry'd out at the 

tine, 

Griſca. this is the oddeſt accident ſure that 
ever happen'd. 

Emilia. Bleſs me !—which way ſhall we get 
© home! | 

Palamede. As for going home, madam, ir 
is a thing quite out of the queſtion 3 we have en. 
* quired, and there is no poſſibility of procuring 
© either coach, chariot, poſt chaiſe, or any fort of 
carriage whatever, till the morning breaks ;— 
© lo, ladies, you muſt content yourſelves with 


being our gueſts for the remainder of the night.” 
& STTNIT ©? Cariſca. 
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Criſca. Well, ſince it is ſo we muſt een 
E make a virtue of neceſſity, and divert ourſelves 
© as well as we can. A 
Palamede · [t would be an unpardonable ya. 
© nity in us, madam, to imagine that any thing in 
* our converſation could compenſate for the want 
© of your repoſe ;—we will therefore order a bed 
© to be got ready for you two ladies, while Favo- 
nus and myſelf watch the approach of day, in 
* arger to provide a vehicle for carrying us to 
town.” 
Coriſca. No, no,—by no means, — we will all 
* ſhare the ſame fate; it would be ſtrange indeed, 
if four people of taſte and ſpirit could not find 
ſome way to amuſe each other for the ſpace of 
© one night.” 4 
While ſhe was ſpeaking a Concert af -Flutes, a 
Hantboy, a Double-Curtal, and ſome other wind 
muſic, on a fudden ſaluted their ears, —2n which 
ſhe cry d out, | te; 
Criſca. Hark !—muſic !—if it continues it 
; will very well atone for the loſs of a few hours 
Emilia. Nothing ever happen'd fo fortunate- 
© ly for me ;—T love mulic as I love my life, eſ- 
« pecially of this fort.” 2 
In ſpeaking this ſhe ran haſtily to the window 
and threw vp the ſaſh, in order to hear the ſeveral 
inſtruments more diſtinctly; — Palamede follow'd, 
and they both fecm'd abſurb'd in a moſt profound 
attention for ſome minutes, which, Favonius and 
Coriſca obſerving, took that opportunity of pals- 
ing ſoftly behind them and flipp'd out of the 
room. | 
Emilia turning her head preſently after, with a 
ſign, as I ſuppoſe, to ſay ſomething either to 
one or the other, was Knprifes at fee- 
19 ing 


4 


= 
* a * 
—— — — 2 —1 — — — 6 7, —— = w= 


—  - — — 


2 * 


218 The Inviſible 8 v v. 


was endeavouring to go out, and throwing himſelf Pula 
upon his knees before her, and at the ſame time © is not 
catching Faſt hold of both her hands, faid to © ſerver 
her, © can b 
©" Palamede. * No, charming Emilia, I have not © love? 
7. fo long languiſhed for an opportunity like this © behok 
"ito let it now eſcape me you muſt, —you © twink 
© ſhall hear me.—By Heaven I love you !—love * ſhine, 
£: you to the molt raging height the paſſion can in- © rays 1 
V ſpire !—For- many, many tedious weeks, you © you ju 
© have been the only object of my nightly viſions * your 
« and waking thoughts, and.“ © think 

He was going on, but Emilia interrupted him © pence 
by replying in theſe terms, accompanied with an Emili, 
air full of reſentment and confuſion. | © and gi) 

Emilia. * Fye, Palamede, this railery is im- © aflured 
pertinent and infipid,—and what I could not He th, 
© have expeRted to be treated with by a perſon he had b 
<© who has the character of good ſenſe and breed- the door 


2 
8 


o 
L Palamede. © Cruelly urged :— oh could 
© ſee into my heart you would find it all devoted 
to you !—devoted to you with a tenderneſs fo 
perfect às can be equal'd by nothing but 
* charms thut have ſubdued it.-Frown not, ador- 
1 able Emilia, nor ſtruggle to get looſe ; for by all 
s my hopes, never will I quit the graſp I have 
4 takon of you, nor riſe from the po I am in, 
ill I have convinced you of the fincerity, as 
< well as ardency, of the flame yon have kindled 
„ = 
” - Emilia. - Sir, this nocturnal declaration is 
fſutle conſent with that reſpect which is always 
the attendant of an honourable paſſion.—If you 
© had, indeed, any thoughts of me of the nature 
* RI am no recluſe, and you migh4t 
have a mote proper ſeaſon to acquaint me 
<with chem.“ —— ä 8 
Palamedt. 


F- 
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Falumede. | he pai: n 1 am inft med v ich, 
6 is not of a nature to tuvbait t thy 14) s vice 
© ſerved by vulgar lovers. Betas, hut, teulon 
© can be more fit for love than ni: Fo tie friend of 


© love ?---'F urn your eyes towards the window. ard 
© behold the filver moon, with all the theulard 
* ewinkling ftars; ſee how iweet, how mild they 
ſhine, with what benevolent aſpects they dart their 
rays upon us ;---liſten to the melodious ſounds 
you juſt now prais'd ;---will not all theſe ſotten 
your ſoul,--- melt you into pity, and make you 
think ſuch love as mine deſerves fome recum- 


Emilia. * Til hear no more z---unhand me, fir, 
liberty to ſeek our friends; ot be 


He then let go her hands and roſe from the poſture 
had — 14 but ſtill kept his back cloſe againſt 


Palamede. Madam, you are obey'd in part, 
© and if I acquieſce to every thing you demand, it 
© is nat to be imagin'd that you would be one jot lets 
in m than now ;—our friends are too 
gaged with each other to ſuffer them 
3 and as to the people of 
© the houſe they know their diſtance, and are al- 
Us " Ways deaf on theſe occaſions. 
On him ſpeak thus ſhe burſt into a flood 
r 
out, 


Emilia. Oh heavens !—is this poſſible can 

Ones be ſo vile ! — am I betray'd ! — baſely 
* given up by her to infamy and ruin | 

On hearing her make this exclamation, he leſt 

the place where he had been ſtanding and fext:d 

ads was, bee drderce”" 
- 
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and preſſing it tenderly to his lips, ſpoke to this 
Palamede. * Not ſo, my angel! — by 

© the tranſactions of this night ſhall be for ever a 

© ſacred and inviolable ſecret not even Favonius 

© nor Coriſca ſhall be acquainted with it if you de- 


her friend had thrown her into fo profound a 
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him ſhe was indeed in earneſt, 
he remain d f| — without motion, — his 
2882 her in a kind of ſtupid ſtare, and 
'd like one transfix'd with thunder, —at 
recovering himſelf a little, he ſaid to her, in a 
tering voice, 

| Palamede. © For heaven's fake, — — 
not thus my ſoul by the fight of your deſpair !—y 
+ have no cauſe !—it is certain that I long have lov'd 

© you, but never had a thought of ſeducing your in- 
— 4 „ 

my contriving . tis true came into it, as where 

© is the man would not? but be aſſured I am no ra- 

© viſher, nor capable of owing my pleaſures to brutal 

* violence ;—oh therefore, throw throw afide that cruel 

or turn the point on me, and if I make 

© the leaſt attempt to offend your modeſty bury it 
© to the hilt within my boſom '” 

Emilia. © Sir, 1 once look'd upon you as a man 
* of honour, and ſhould rejoice to find you could 
© redeem yourſelf in my opinion.” 

Palamede. * By all that's facred, not the utmoſt 
© gratification of my looſeſt wiſhes could have en 
* me half the joy as now, to prove m not 


I wholly unworthy the eſteem of ſuch exalted vir- 


* tue! Emilia —perſect in mind as well 

* as form ! — in both ! — behold me your 
* convert ! — The love I had for you is now ra- 
„ rified into adoration! — your virtue, like che- 
© miſts gold, turns all into itſelf, and leaves no 
groſſer particles behind! — forgive what is paſt, 
* and never — never more will I prefume to enter- 
„ ain you with diſcourſes leſs chaſte and pure than 


© I hope, will prove the integrity of my preſent 
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Palamede. * You may, by heaven! and when I 
© relzplſe into my former crime, may infamy,—dif- 
6 * eaſes, — the contempt of the whole world, — 

© your eternal hatred, and every other curſe fall 
© on me” 

Emiha. Then find ſome way, if poſſible, to 
6 take me immediately from this place and conduR 
* me ſafe to my own 


apartment.” 
Palamede. * My readineſs to obey you, madam, 


© intentions, and be ſome attonement for the paſt ; 
* — it is my happineſs to have it in my power to 
© do what you require with much more eaſe than 
© you imagine; — you ſhall no longer, beautiful 
Emilia, be i imp:ſed upon ; the coachman, whom 
* we pretended had left us, has only put up at an 
inn not above forty yards liſtant from this houſe ; 
Il ſuppoſe he may be gone to bed. by this time, 
as we told him we ſhould nat” return to London 
till the morning; but I will ſad and have hum 
rouſed. 
He had ſcarce made an end of theſe 
words, when he rang the bell, and a waiter com- 
ing preſently up, he gave him the neceſſary orders 
for fulfilling the promiſe he had juſt given to E- 
milia ; on which that young lady, with the utmoſt 
ſatisſaction in her voice and eyes, — EIS 
Emilia This i truly 
© worthy of yourſelf.” 2 
Something which that inſtant ſtarted into the 
mind of Palamede, hinder'd him from making any 
anſwer, or even, perhaps, from ing what ſhe ſaid; 
be rang the Bell a ſecond time with all his force, 
and call'd for pen, ink and paper, which 
brought, he told Emilia that deceney and 
manners would not ſuffer him to depart with» 
out taking ſome notice of . 
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write a few lines to that gentleman : — the 
too reaſonable not to be complicd with, 
wn and dictated the following little 


To Favoxius. 


18 dear friend, 
HINGS have happen'd very different from 
what I was made to expect in regard to 
OE On OD Ow 
angel,— as ſuch I ſhall always eſteem her, and 
« think it my glory to obey every command the is 
© pleaſed to lay upon me:—the firſt ſhe has ho- 
© nour'd me with is to remove her hence and 
« conduct her to her own apartment, which I 
„ am juſt now about to do. — I have no oppor- 
© tunity to diſcharge the muſic or the expences of 
225 ſo beg you will take the whole upon 
C you, and meet me to-morrow evening at Braund's, 
1 
“f Make what compliments and excuſes you 
nne 
© lieve me, 


« With the greateſt ſincetity, 
46 Dear Favonius, 
& Yours, &c. 


- © PALAMEDE,” 


employ'd, it alſo 
let Coriſca know ſome 


part 


To CoRrisca. 


«© Mapan, 

a HAT the united report of all who know 
* you could never have made me believe, 
your behaviour this night has not only convinced 
« me of, but alſo that the tongue of malice can 
* find nothing wherewith to - aggravate your real 
« guilt. — Was it not enough, ob moſt ungene- 
& rous woman! to fink your own honour and repu- 
© tation in eternal infamy, but you muſt alſo en- 
4 deavour to drag others into perdition with you 
f Know to your confuſion, that I happily ef- 
© caped the ſnare you had laid for me, and ſhall 
© reap this benefit by my late danger, as to avoid 
& the company of a perſon whom to an 
„ acquaintance with muſt in the end have been 
* the ruin of my character, if not of my virtue; 
& for be aſſured, I ſhall henceforward be as careful 
*© to ſhun your preſence. as ever I was to 
© come into it. Here ceaſes all farther intercourſe 
© between us;—may the diſappointment of your 
© baſe deſigns on me ſerve as a warning to you not 
to attempt the like on any other equally inadver- 
tent and uncautious as the 


Much deceived 


& EMILIA.“ 


They bad juſt finiſh's, and made up the above 
billets, when the waiter return'd and as: 
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that he had, tho” not without ſome difficulty, pre- 
vail'd on the coachman to riſe, and that before he 
bring out the horſes. fog 
Palamede then gave him the letter he had wrote 
to Favonius, —ſaying, 

Palamede. * Be ſure to deliver this to the gentle- 
© man who came with us as ſoon as he ſhall be ſtir- 
D i 
6 in the morning.” | 

Emilia alſo put into his hands her epiſtlſe to Co- 
riſca, with theſe words : 

Emilia. And let the lady know I left this for her.” 

The fellow reply'd, that they might deperid he 
would be nQtual in diſcharging the commi 
a" him with, and then withdrew. 
ing my Chryſtaline Tablets were now over- 
charg'd, 
relate no farther 


ig d to ſhut them up, ſo can 

ic of what converſation 
paſs'd between Palamede and Emilia during the 
ſmall time they waited for the coach to carry them 
away and can only ſay in that the - 
eſt reſerve and diſtance was obſerved on both : 
--- Emilia, though now perfectly fatisfied with the 
contrition of Palamede, thought it would be impru- 
dent to appear too gay; and Palamede, fearful to 
renew her appr. ons, behaved towards her with 
all the ſolemnity of a Chineſe Mandarin. 

On their going down they were met at the bot- 
tom of the ſtairs by the woman who kept this ta- 
vern or rather brothel; who uſhcrinz in what ſhe 
had to fay with a low curteſy, told Emilia that ſhe 
flatter d herſelf with the expectation of her fleep- 
ing there that night, and hoped nothing diſagreeable 
had happen'd to occaſion her departure at fo un- 
ſeaſonable an hour ;---addiog, that ſhe ſhould never 
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forgive herſelf if any thing in her -houſe had diſ- 
obliged ſo ſweet a lady. 1 
. fowrkag ſpcech caly with a 
look of contempt ; but Palamede told her the need 
be under no concern on that ſcore, the lady had 
r but choſe never to ſleep 
out of her own apartment. 
No more was faid, --- went into the coach 
and I follow'd on foot; for I had not curioſity e- 
nough to make me ſtay the remainder of the night 
in that place, for no other purpoſe than to fee how 
Favonius and Coriſca would behave on being told 
that Palamede and Emilia were , and receiv- 
ing the epiſtles that gentleman and lady had left for 


I had a long walk home; but my Inviſibility ſe- 
cured me from the danger of any inſults, and the 
ſatisfaction that roſe in my mind, on the noble con- 
queſt virtue had gain'd over vice, made the way ſeem 
much leſs tedious.” 

A few days after I was inform*d, by the 
of the town, that Palamede made his public ad- 
drefſes to Emilia :—being willing to be better con- 
vinced in the truth of this matter, I made ſeveral 
viſits to Emilia's apartment, and found that in fact 
the thing was as I had been told ;---Palamede, who 
really lov'd Emilia much more than perhaps he was 
ſenſible of himſelf, before this proof ſhe had given 
him of her virtue, got over that objection which 
the ſcantineſs of her fortune had before laid in his 
way ; and Emilia, who had liked him as much as 
Coriſca had ſaid ſhe did, gave all the encouragement 
he could wiſh to his honourable paſſion. 

T look upon the affair to be now in a manner 
concluded on, and that a very ſhort time will con- 
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doubt not but every generous. reader will heartily 
rejoice at as well as myſelf. 

Favonius, who is in reality a man of ſtrict ho- 
nour and good principles, though ſomewhat too 
fanguine in his amours, ftill continues his intimacy 
with Palamede, and highly applauds his converſion 
in favour of the fair inſpirer of his honourable flame; 
—Coriſca bites her lips whenever the name of 
Emilia is mention'd, and endeavours all ſhe can to 
traduce that virtue which ſhe had not the power to 
deſtroy ; but all the ſays on that ſcore ſerves only 
to ſhew more plainly her own bad heart; and Emi- 
— by refraining all converſation with her, has en- 
tirely regain'd that eſteem and opinion which 


CHAP. IV. 


Contains the rehearſal of a converſation which the 
Author accidently 'd to be witneſs of, and 
haks upon himſelf as bound by an imdiſpenſible 
obligation to make public; though perfectly conſci- 
ous, from his obſervations of mankind, that there 
are à very great many of his readers who will la- 
_ all they can to bring theſe pages into diſ- 
credit. 


Gp whom I ſhall always A „ 
us 


number of our beſt Engliſh Authors, 
in a juſtly eſteem d poem, that 


© Wiſdom is ſtill to ſloth too great a ſlave, 
None are ſo buſy as the fool and knave. 


How widely different are the pictures drawn of a 


perſan whoſe prudence makes him act and talk with 
circumſpeQion and reſerve ?—How various are the 


repreſentations 
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ations made of him ?—He has almoſt ag 
many characters as there are f of him ;- 
the abundance one hears of im the judgment is 
diſtracted, and there is no forming a right idea of 
what he truly is. 


One can go into no com 
ſome 12 COLTS yet one 


ſhall ſeldom find any two people agree in their opi- 
nion concerning him, either as to his abilities or 
principles, whether in religious, moral, or political 
matters. 

He is no follower of the court, yet does not to- 

tally avoid going thither ;—he profeſſes himſelf a 
member of the eſtabliſh'd wk. yet converſes 
freely with thoſe of different perſuaſions ; he liſtens 
attentively to the arguments urged by perſons of all 
parties and all ſects, without offering any of his 
own, or giving his opinion, which are. wrong or 
which are right. 
For this reaſon all the zealots, both in religion 
and politics, brand him with lJukewarmneſs, and ſay 
he is a man of an uncertain way of thinking, and 
has no ſettled principle of 

Some few there are who applaud his moderation, 
but many more who lock upon it as a piece of low 
cunning, thereby to cover ſome latent defigns he 
has within his boſom ; but of what nature theſe are 
I have heard many warm diſputes about. Some 
will needs have him in the intereſt of the Preten- 
der, and others that he is ſecretly a tool of the Mi- 

;—ſume have conhdently averr'd that they 
have ſeen a white roſe carry'd into his houſe on the 
icth of June, and others that he has worn a yel- 
low waiſtcoat on the birth-day of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty ;—as if an innocent flower, or the colour of a 
. piece of filk, were ſufficient tokens to ſhew the 

withes of the wearer's heart. mg 
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© Only in far-fetch'd metaphors appear; 
© Here's nought but winds can hurtful murmurs 


© The Gods, when they deſcended hither 
ed 
6 ms did always chuſe their way; 
p therefore we may boldly fay 

That is the way too thither. : 


When he came to this part of the poem 

| | 

Segy's and cry'd out with the ==. 
Lard 


T 


7 8 Kr 7 


| country." 
Lord Henorius.. On your election I ſuppoſe ?” 
Sir Whimſey Brainfich. * No, no,—my Lord 
© Triffli Traffli has ſecur d me a borough without 
near it ;— 
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© What then has mr. Worthy, the preſent mem- 
* 8 — No, Lord, he 

Sir ey Br 6 no, 

* tas tice 2 bat we we refidbnd ts have Ki 
© out at any rate.” 

Lord Haonorius. D 
© yourſelf, Sir mr. age 14. | 
© tleman who I am told is highly eſteem'd by his 
F Gy 20a 9 great deal of 
© expence to tw ps oo] 
Sir Whimſey Brainfick. * As to the expence, I 
NI. 
© way or other ;—I have my eye upon a 
© and, I can tell you, am as good as promis 
© ther that or a riband.” 


© Lordſhip, I ſuppoſe, is a friend to the Miniſtry. 
Lord Honorius. © Sir, I never gave any man 

* reaſon to believe 1 was the contrary.” 

Sir Whimſey Brainfick. * No, no,—Your Lord- 

© ſhip is too wiſe ;—thoſe who are friends to the 

© Miniftry are friends to themſelves ;—for my own 


* part N to oblige them I would not 


* give two-pence who had the election at, 

© or any where elſe.— But I muſt beg your lord- 
© ſhip's pardon, I have a thouſand 

patch, and would not be waited for by four or 
© five gentlemen who accompany 
© expeviuon,—ſo your Lordibip's moſt obedient.” 
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to diſ- 
me on the ſame 
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"Lord Honorius. © Yours, dir Whimſey,—I with 


© How do men toil to bring infamy on themſelves, 
© and entail certain ruin on their 1 

by the little ſample I ſeen, - 
in my power to make a : 
ſentiments 


; 


> 
: 


; 


T 
e 
5 
5 
5 
] 
1 


| 


between a plain honeſt- looking 
ſpruce footman, who, as I found af- 
been but lately taken into my Lord's 
I ftopp'd ſhort to liſten to the occaſion. . 
rceived that the countryman was deſir- 
ing to his Lordſhip, and the fellow, 
by appearances, thought it too great a pre- 
on, and would fain have turn'd him from the 
the ruſtic was not fo eaſily repulſed as 
other had imagined ;—the firſt words I could 
were as follow : | 
vatman. © I tell you, friend, I know not whe- 
ther my Lord is at home or not;—or if he is, 
© whether he pleaſes to be viſible ;—but if you let to 
© me know what buſineſs you have with him, and 
from whom you came, I will take care his lord- | | 
© ſhip ſhall be inform'd, and you may have your 
© anſwer to-morrow.” k. ng * 8 
Cauntryman. Goodlack, mr. Skip jack, —wh 
© are you? — my Lord is not uſed 2 ſuch 
1 fellows about him: — but if I muſt not | 
© ſee my Lord, pray let me ſpeak to mr. Don- | 
© right, as dead . 4 | 
| | | 
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* himy—he knows me well enough, and will give 

© me a better anſwer.* 13 
The footman then vouchſafed to call the perſon 

he mention'd, and the countryman had the fatis. 


In good troth I did not come 
upon pleaſure, ] have buſineſs, very great bu. 
fineſs with my Lord, and would fain ſpeak to 
him,—if ſo be I may have liberty to come into 
his preſence, 


© milies where without a coach or chair 

© are admitted ;—but I will acquaint my Lord you 

* are here—he is alone, and I am ſure will ſee 
you.” 

Countryman. Thank you, mr. Downright z— 

© it is well there are ſome civil people in this ſame 
* town.? 
Mr. Downright then went on his meſſige, —- 
the footman look'd very ſheepiſh and ſneak*d away, 
while the countryman ſtrutted about the hall as great 
as an emperor, *till-the valet return'd and dcfir'd 
him to walk 

As I took mr. Goodacre for one of my Lord's 
tenants, and imagin d he was only come on the 
feore of renewing a leaſe, or ſome other country 
affairs relating to himſelf, which I had no manner 
of curiofity to pry into, I was in ſome debate 
- ;hin 
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quality to a man of his plain appearance, except on 
particular occaſions. 

His Lerdſhip made him fit down in a chair very 
near himſelf, and, with a ſmiling countenance and 
the greateſt affability in his voice and air, told him 
he was glad to fee him look fo well and hearty, 
—that he d his wife and family enjoy'd the 
fame ſhare of good health, —and then afſk'd what 
buſineſs had brought him up to London: to the 
former part of theſe obliging ſpeeches he only an- 
ſwer d with ſeveral low bows ; but to the latter re- 
ply'd in theſe terms : | 

Mr. Goodacre. © Why, my Lord, your Lord- 
© ſhip knows we are going to have a new Parlia- 
ment, —and belike there will be a great buſtle all 
© over the kingdom about Elections — and no 
© wonder if there be; every one makes us ſuch 
© fair promiles when they come to ask us for our 
© votes, that tis a hard matter to know which we 
dean moſt depend upon e have been ſerved 
© baſely, very baſely, by ſome of our repreſenga- 
© tives,—and it behoves us to be very cautious for 
© the future.” 

Tord Honorius. Very true, mr. Goodaere, it 
A I hope the nation will 
think fo.* 
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© no ſooner got into the houſe than he ſhew'd he 
© did not care a ſtraw for us, Jaugh'd at all 6ur 
© petitions and remonſtrances, and, I am told, made 
© a merit of it to the Miniſtry.” 

Lord Honorius. * I am afraid there are too many 
© who have done fo. Does the fame gentleman 
© ſetupagain?” 

Mr. Goodacre. * No, my lord, —he would have 
© no chance for it if he did, e know him too 
© well, he ſees that well enough; —but tis thought, 
T 

er. 

Lord Honvius, © Nothing more likely, But 
© do you hear who intends to offer himſelf in his 
© ſtead ?? 

Mr. Coodacre. Yes, my Lord — —preat in- 
© tereſt is alceady making for one Capt. Suſhbright; 
© — —he is as fine a , indeed, as the fun 
© ſhines upon ; but we know nothing of him: 
© he is recommended by Sir Courtly Jobber,— 
© has brought a power of money down with him ; 
© —they went together in Sir Courtley's coach to 
2 a great many things, and 
© gave them to body about them; — guineas 
* and broad pieces about like hail ;—any- one, 
© almoſt, may have them for picking up. 

Lord Homrius. 80 then he may eaſily carry 
© 8, I ſuppoſe ? 

- Mr. Goodacre. I cannot tell that, my Lord, 
© there was a numerous meeting at the Roſe 
© about a fortnight ago, and Squire Wellwood of 
© the Green was in nomination, — his family 


© has been ſettled for a long time at , he, 
© tives moſt in the country, — does a great 


Lord 


© deal of 
loved.“ 
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Lord Honorius. * I know him, mr. Goodacre, 
che is certainly a very worthy gentleman.” 
My. Goodacre. © Ay, my Lord, — be would 
© have it all to nothing, if it was not for one con- 
* fideration.” 


very great one, indeed.” 
© Ay, = f wag aff nagtc ay 
* ſure it would be done ;——but there les the query 
* — Some people will promiſe any g 
* their point, INIT TT TI 
We know Squire Wellwood to be a noble 
4 ſo nay Capt. Saſhbright too, 
' —he may/ on he may not, Now we are 
* ly divided in our whether we ought to 
leave the certain good for the uncertain better, — 
* and have at length reſolved to be by 

* your Lordſhip.? 
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© them act to the contrary, appears to me to be 
© the moſt grols encroachment on liberty that can 
de offer'd.” 
Mr. Geodacre: ' But here the caſe is widely 

6 — my Lord.“ 

Lord Honariumr. innen 
< advice as a friend - not ſubmit to be govern d 
© by me as a director; it would therefore be un. 
© generous, and even cruel, in me to ſuffer you to 
© be deluded by falſe pretences, when it is fo eaſily 
© in my power to put you upon your guard againlt 
© them. —In the firſt S 
© that Capt. Sathbright, whatever his character 

© may otherwiſe be, is an officer in the army, 


© has for a — to ——— mk 
been an agent for the miniſtry, and is indebted 
722 and the beſt part of the eſtate he is 

in poſſeſſion of, merely to the god ſervices he 
them.“ 

Mr. Gondacre, * Ay marry, —theſe th 
© worth thinking of indeed: 0 J , my 
© Lord, the money he fo plemifully throws abou 
N none of his own ?* 

Toru Honorizs. © Not a doit, he will be re- 
© imburs'd with intereſt.*” —© 

Mr. G.odacre. And yet I know not, my Lord, 
© b>r there may be forme among us fooliſh enough 
© to be inveigled by this bait, —Alackaday !—we 
© country people are ignorant of ſuch practices; 

ve little think what the great folks in town are 
© ddior, amd a many there ate that would not be- 


© lieve a word of it without good authority. Oh 
« I with 
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be I wiſh your Lordſhip were down at Eggum-Hall 
can at this critical juncture. 

Lord Honorius. I will be there, mr. Good- 
dely acre, in ſpite of the averſion I have always had 
| © to appear at elections, or to diſtinguiſh myſelf 
my on any occaſion ;---my love to the place which 
nid gave me birth, and good-will to my countrymen, 
un- © ſhall overbalance all other conſiderations I 
u to © will do all I can to ſtrengthen the weak eyes 
ally WH © which are in danger of being dazled with Sir 
aint © Couriley's gold, and ſhew them the falſe luftre 
ader of bis fleeting promiſes. 
Qter Mr. Goodacre. Heavens bleſs your Lordſhip! 
my, a noble reſolution. | 
the Lord Honorius., * When do you return, mr. 
ent- © Goodacre.? 
ſup- Mr. Goodacre. * I ſhall lie but this one night in 
© town, my Lord, and ſet out betime to-morrow 
im, q morning. 
ige, Lord 'Nenorius. I will got be two days behind 
wed BE yon; in the mean time you may tell them what 
CI fay” | e e 

Mr. Goodacre. It will be joyful news to 
© ſome.? 

There paſs'd no farther eonverfation between 
them, the honeſt roſe up to take his 
leave, full of tranſport at the ſucceſs of his nego- 
tiation ; but Lord Honorius would not permit him 
to depart till he had rung the bell for mr. Down- 
right, and given orders that he ſhould be made wel- 
xd, come with the beſt entertainment the houſe affo: d- 
ugh ed ;—L left him to accept the Invitation, and re- 
-we I turn'd to my apartment, well ſatisſied in my mind 
es; chat I was now enabled to form a right judgment 
are of this nobleman's principles and diſpoſition. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Preſents the reader with the detail of a re. 
markable incident, which, I belicuve, if con d 
with à due attention, there are but few people, 
eſpecially of the Fair Sex, who will not find them- 
ſetves enabled te become better members of ſo- 
ciety by baving peruſed. 
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That the tongue, when it becomes the inſtru- 
ment of a malicious heart, carries a thouſand dag- 
gers in it, is a truth which the obſervation of eve- 
ry one evinces.—But this is not all, —public abuſe 
or private ſcandal, defamation and detraction, are 
not the only vices of the tongue,— an unguarded 
word is frequently productive of the moſt unhap- 
— n wounds, as it were, by 
2 a perſon may be ſtabb'd in 


eee the 


giver of the blow. 

A talkative diſpoſition, or, in other words, a 
paſſion for repeating every thing one ſees and 
hears, or even gueſſes at, is extremely dangerous 
to ſociety ; and tho? it 1s a foible proceeding rather 
from levity than illnature, ſometimes produces 
the ſame effects; thoſe guilty of it, perhaps, may 
mean no hurt; — but, alas! they conſider not 
how far the perſon to whom they are 
may be intereſted in the report they make, and 
that what they imagine of no moment may ſtab 
him to the quick. 

Nothing is more common than for people to 
hurt thus at random, and by their raſhneſs to 
occaſion accidents, which if they foreſaw _ 
would be moſt careful to prevent,—as a poet of 


the preſent age emphatically enough expreſſes it: 
Thinking to ſhoot my arrow o'er the houſe, 
I have Aire my brother.“ 


But this inadvertency, a* great a weakneſs as it 
doubtleſs is, has in it ſomewhat yet more excuſe- 
able than to reveal a ſecret which we are conſcious 
muſt give the hearer pain.— I confeſs that this is 
ſometimes done thro* good-will ; but then it is a 
very miſtaken good-will in many caſes.—If I know 
a perſon ſuſtains an injury, and has it „ 

Vo! „II. M 
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their mutual ardour, and the firſt bridal fondneſs 
appear d in their behaviour after having ſerved a 
more than ſeven years apprenticeſhip to Hymen. 

Vet, how on a ſudden have we feen oll this 
ſweet ſerenity turn'd into ſtorms and tempeſts ?— 
Meroveus and who it was t could 
not have lived a fingle week out of each other's 


ce, are now parted, according to all pro- 
— ect o mort love 


jultiied the affeQton they ſo long had towards 
each other, both of them were accounted 
of an excellent und and ſolid ſenſe, — 
nothing therefore -could have more amazed the 
wakt Goo het they Garddenme to hioagen map 
— —— Bt cos of cms 
had happen'd either on the one fide or the other. 

An event fo ſtrange, ſo little dream'd of, put 
all conj to a ſtand ; — pretended not 
even to gueſs what ſhould be the occaſion, much 
leſs to unravel ſo great a myſtery, — the accom- 
pliſhment -of that work was reſerved by fate for 
the Inviſible Spy alone. 

She mom is which 3 ante his wang, 1 
ſhall relate as conciſely, as the converſation which 


let me into it will admit of. 1 FRY 
As I was one day oy N on Con- 
ſtitution-Hill, I faw De — g on the arm 
of Eutracia, a lady of —— who had 
been bred up with her at the boarding-ſchool, and 
ever ſince been her moſt intimate friend and com- 
panion ; juſt as they approach'd the glace 
where I was, the following dialogue began Be- 
tween them : 
Deidamia. * Now for the ſecret you have to 
„tell me; — methinks I have a more than ordina- 
- Ty impatience to hear it, and we cannot be. more 
* retired, — no living foul is near us, and there 1s 
M 2 © no 
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© no danger of any one coming to i 
Eutracia. * I will not 


c ock J at what 1 ſhall relate.“ 
Deidamia. © I cannot conceive that there is 
© thing, which either you or any one elſe can 
© me, capable of giving me a — But pray, 
* what is it you would know from me? | 
Eutracia. © The town looks upon you as one 
* of the moſt happy women in it. is it true 
© that you are really fo ?? 
ſo; — and if I would labour to be more bleſs'd, 
not how to form a ſingle wiſh beyond 


i 


6 
© affeQtion of your huſband 
Deidamia. I never had the leaſt cauſe to 


— 39 the 


doubt it ; and the tenderneſs I have for him is 
© ſo fincere and delicate, as I think would make 
© me eaſily perceive a want of it in him.——But 
© wherefore do you aſk ; you cannot have 
+ an ——__ Gt. | 

BEutracia. * Ah, poor Deidamua ! * 

Deidamia. © Why do you figh, and look fo 
« piteouſly upon me } ——Some,wretch has cer 
© tainly belyed Meroveus to you.” 

Eutracia. No; but one more 
* ry and I have done. Does he never 
2 know where he goes ? 
* never lie out is own houſe ? © De: 
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Deidamia. * Very ſeldom, and that but late- 
1 intimate friend of his makes his ad- 
0 to a g lady at Hammerſmith, —he 
frequently defifes my huſband's company with 
bim, md hy ſometimes ſtay all night, when 
© having ſupp'd there, it is dangerous to return to 
London, as the roads are now infeſted.” 

Eutracia. * How eaſy is it todeceive the inno- 
© cent ——Meroveus is a villain.” 

Deidamia. * How, Eutracia !——a villain !— 
© Had any other call'd him fo, reſentment 
© ſhould have ſhewn how much I defpiſe fo baſe 
© an accuſation.” 

Eutracia. * Alas! —— tis your own love and 
© honour makes you ſo tenacious of his, but he 


© yered, or even ſuſpe& his perfhdy.” 
Deidamia. © But how — how, Eutracia, is 


© he a. villain! | 
Eutracia. He keeps a miſtreſs, ſome common 


theſe words, that her ſpirits quite forſook her, and 
ſhe muſt certainly have fallen on the earth, if they 


had not happen'd to be very near a bench at the 


lower end of the walk, where Eutracia placed her; 
—the keeper of the gate perceiving her condition, 
was fo humane as to 12 ſome water, 
which being ſprinkled on her face ſoon brought her 
to herſelf. Eutracia, on ſeeing her fair friend thus 


agitated, ſeem'd, and I believe really was, 
M 3 : . 
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much concern'd at what ſhe had done; for ſhe 
could not reſtrain ſome tears from falling down 
hereyes while ſhe expreſs'd herſelf in. theſe terms : 

Eutracia. My deareſt Deidamia, if I had 
not thought you would have received this intel- 
© ligence — bo wh you ſhould have 
© been for ever ignorant of it.” 
| The afflicted lady made no to theſe words, 
but in a few minutes what more 
compos'd, quitted the bench, and leaning on Eu- 
tracia, the converſation was renew*din this manner: 

Deidamia. Oh, Eutracial little are you ca- 

© pable of conceiving the agomes this poor di- 
© ſtrated ing heart ſuſtains |! -—yet I muſt 
©. know all. Tell me by what means you got 
information of this horrid ſecret, and how you 
are aſſured of its veracity P 

Eutracia. © It was not my intention to con- 
© ceal Le 
* to liſten with calmneſs to me. 5 74 

Deidamia. Iwill: 
 Eutracia. * Well then,—— I will tell you all. 
V believe you know mrs. Flounceit, my 
mantua- maker.“ 

Deidamia. I ſaw her once; uu may re- 
© member:I was with you when the brought 
© home your laſt new ſack. 

Eutracia. * That woman, you 
© an intereſt with ſome foreign merchants, and can 
© frequently oblige her cuſtomers with ſome. curi- 
£ ous things which are prohibited 124 
© lic — ſhe came laſt monday, and acq me 
© thatſhe had ſeveral patterns of the moſt beautiful 
© chints that ever were ſeen ; — I went the next 
© morning in order to fee them, and was carried 
into a back parlour for the ſake of privacy; as 
was looking over the goods I heard a man call 
* from the top of the ſtair-caſe to know if the 
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coach was come ; I thought m perfectly 
acquainted with the voice, tho? — not juſt 
en recollect whoſe it was; but preſently after 
w Meroveus lead a woman croſs the 
the lower end of which there is a little door 
opens into another ſtreet ;—a pebble or 
ſuch thing, happening to lie in the walk, 
ſhe ſtumbled in paſting, on which he cry'd out 
* 'with the greateſt tenderneſs, —<© I hope you are 
not hurt, my love No reply'd ſhe briſkly,-- 
« notatall,I cannot receive any Prejudice when my 
« guardian angel is fo near.” I was ſo aſtoniſſi d 
© at what I ſaw and heard, that I had not power to 
© "ſpeak, till mrs. Flounceit ſeeing me look earneſt- 
© ly after them, told me they were her lodgers ; 


8 


— 
— 


3s 
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© ly! —— Why he is the very perſon my huſband 
© pretends he goes with to Hammerſmith.” ; 
Eutracia. * "Tis likely he may be his confi- 
© dent in this amour. | 
Deidamia. Yet ſtill I know not how to think 
© it real, —one man may be like another. 
* Are certain it was Meroveus whom you 
«fa N | | 
Eutracia. * As certain as that it is Deidamia 
to whom I talking. ——Did he not lie abroad 
* laſt Monday night? br ; 

Deidamia. * He did.” 
M 4 


Eu- 
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Eutracia. * And had he not on a dark-brown 
© velvet coat and a black waiſtcoat trimm'd with 
© bugles ?? 

Deidamia. He had. Oh I can no longer 
© ſhut my eyes againſt conviction the dread- 
Lr e 
© myſelf the moſt miſerable of women l 

Eutracia. * Do not think ſo, ——rather exert 
* the ſpirit of an injur'd wife, detect him in 
* his guilt, ſhame him to repentance, and make 
© him ſue for 

Deidamia. * Oh that ſuch love as ours has 
e 

| —— * All yet may be retriev'd ; — 

r 
2 — the next time he takes his 
pretended Journey to Hammerſmith let me know 
o I 


Deidamia. He is gone thither now; — juſt 
© before you came to call me to the Park he told 
me Sir David had engag d his company, and he 
© believ'd he ſhould not return till morning. 

Eutracia. * Well then he ſhall be met, my 
dear Deidamia, he ſhall be met by thoſe he leaſt 
expects or deſires to ſee;—T will take you in the 
morning to mrs. Flounceit's, under pretence of 

her a new cuſtomer ;— there you will 
ing old 2 
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Here ſhe burſt into the moſt vehement excla” 
mations; but my Chryſtaline Remembrancer be” 
ing already overcharg'd, I can only fay that her 
behaviour verify'd the words. of mr. Nat. Lee» 
who in his deſcription he gives of the paſſions of 
womankind in general, has theſe lines: 


They rink or Gander, Grind the — 
* And glitering ſwords the brighteſt eyes will 


J 

* Yet when ſtrong jealouſy enflames the ſoul, 

+ The weak will rage, and calms to tempeſts 
4 roll.“ | 


The ladies continued their walk till Phoebus 
beginning to withdraw his beams they both thought 
proper to retire from the approaching de ws. 

tracia, juſtly apprehending the agitations of her 
friend would become more violent, if left alone 
and at liberty to indulge them, offer d to be her 
companion that night, which the other gladly ac- 
cepted, and I faw them take coach together for - 
Deidamia's houſe, —after which I went home. 


CHAP. VL 


Which, according to the 4uthor”s opinion, flands itt 
no need of a prelude, as it contains only the ſequel 

of an adventure 10 interefling to all degrees of 
people net to demand attention of every. 
reader. 


Was truly concern'd at the injuſtice which 1 


tle pleas'd with Eutraciz, either for the informa- 
tion ſhe had given her of it, or for adviſing her to 
detect Meroveus in the manner concerted between 

M 5 them; 


perceived poor Deidamia fu! amed, and but lit- 
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them ;—indeed, I fear'd. that the conſequences of 
ſuch an interview would be only to make the huſ- 
band become more barden'd in his guilt, and her 
affliction increaſe by finding her reſentment. difſ- 
regarded. 

Few men can bear reproofs, much leſs re- 

proaches ;—if ever they quit a darling folly the 
reformation muſt come of themſelves :—it muſt 
proceed from a conſciouſneſs they have done amiſs, 
not from being told ſo by others ;—there is a pride 
in human nature which diſdains admonition, and 
makes us perſiſt in error, which, if nat taken no- 
tice of, perhaps in time we might diſcover. to be 
ſuch, grow aſhamed of, and amend. 
Beſides, remonſtrances from a perſon whom 
we look upon as any way our inferior, either in 
point of underſtanding or circumſtances, will be fo 
r from having any weight, that they will rather 
add to our contempt, and, it may be, raiſe in 
us an utter averſion to the giver.;-—Cuſtom has 
made the huſband ſo much the head of the wife, 
that, tenacious of his authority, it; is but ſeldom 
that he fubraits to be influenced by her in matters 
ef much leſs moment to him than his pleaſures. 

Indeed, when a woman is wrong'd in the man- 
ner Deidamia was, it muſt be confeſs'd that the 
ock is greatly trying, and that ſhe has the ſtrong- 
eſt reafon for complaining ;—yet will ſhe ſtill find 
it meſt prudent to. forbear:— love and gentleneſs 
are the only weapons by which that ſex can hope 
to conquer, and ſhe who attempts to have recourſe 
to any other only hurts herſelf. By ſeeming 
not to ſuſpect her huſband's vices, ſhe will at leaſt, 
oblige him to keep them as private as he can, and 
alſo to treat her with all the reſpect due to her 
character and the ſacred union between them; 
whereas by growing clamorous and impatient ſhe 
furniſhes him with a pretence to uſe her ill, and 
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turns the in difference he before had for her into 
hatred and deteftation. 

One of our beſt Poets has an obſervation on this 
kead, which, I think, is very well worthy of the 
ſerious attention of all who are either injured in 
reality, or imagine themſelves to be fo, yet find 
it their intereſt to preſerve an amicable correſpon- 
dence with the perſon guilty of the injury ; as it 
is certain that no man detected in the thing which 
he wiſhes to conceal can ever love the perſon by 
whom he is detected. The words of the au- 
thor I mention d are theſe: | 


* Forgiveneſs to the injur'd does belong; 
But they ne'er pardon who have dane the” 
© wrong.” 


Theſe reflections, together with my impatience” 
to ſee how Deidamia would fupport the full con- 
viction of her huſband's falſhood, ſo much took 
up my mind, that it was a conſiderable time be- 
fore I remember'd how great an impediment lay 
between me and the gratification of my curioſity.” 
— Mrs. Flounceit's houſe was to be the ſcene of 
action, and the ladies, during their whole conver- 
ſation, had made no mention in what ſtreet, nor 
even in what quarter of the town, that weman 
ved :—however, as I ſuppoſed her to be a noted 
woman in her buſineſs. I hoped to get over this 
difficulty, and did fo, hy fending an emiſſary to en- 
quire among the mercers, hoop-petticoat-makers, 
and other ſuch people who are employ'd in the 
equipments of the ladies, and I went not to bed 
without receiving the direction I ſtood in need of. 

As I knew not the hour in which Meroveus 
and the partner of his looſer pleaſures uculd be 
preparing to depart, nor that in which Deidamia 
would be conducted by Eutracia to behold this 

| proof 
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proof of her misfortune, I took care to go very 
early to Mrs. Flounceit's, and was obliged to wait 
a conſiderable time before the door happen'd to 
be open'd to let any one paſs in or cut ;—at laſt, 
however, it was ſo, -I got an o nity to en- 
ter, went into the back parlour, and poſted my- 
ſelf in that corner of it which I thought would 

the ſafeſt and moſt commodious. 

My patience was not here r 
the ladies arrived a few minutes after I came, 
uſher'd into the room by mrs. Flounceit, who 
placed them on a ſettee with a great deal of formal 

iſance, and then made fome apologies, as 
many people do when they are dreſs'd as well as 
they can be, for being in ſuch a diſhabille, and 
not in the order ſhe could wiſh to receive them. 

It was eaſy for me to perceive, by Deidamia's 
countenance, how ill ſhe had paſs'd the night ; 
— Futracia alſo ſeem'd in ſome agitation, —though 
ſhe diſſembled it as well as ſhe was able: after 
having given ſome ſlight anſwer to mrs. Floun- 
ceit's compliments, told her ſhe had brought a 
friend to look over ſome of her fine things, on 
which the mantua-maker immediately open'd a 
large preſs, and brought out ſev pieces of 
chints, with ſome French brocades and rich Ita- 
lian ſilks, ——theſfe ſhe ſpread upon a table, ac- 
companying that action with many praiſes on the 
beauty and curioſity of each. 

But it was in vain ſhe in vain ſhe 
magnified ;—all ſhe faid,—as well as the real 
merit of the ſhe exhibited to ſale, was 
wholly loſt on Deidamia ;—the mind of that af- 
flicted lady was too much bent on thote things 
which ſhe expected to be witneſs of, to have any 
eyes or ears for thoſe which were not preſent to 
her; ſhe took up firſt one piece, and 
then another, but without ſeeming to know * 
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Deidamia. I have a right, fir, to think my 

company ought to be as acceptable to Mero- 
© veus as that of mrs. Flounceit, or any any other 
© woman.” 
Eutracia had follow'd Deidamia as faſt as ſhe 
could, in order, I ſuppuſe, to prevent any deſpe- 
rate effects of her preſent paſſion, and I was not 
far behind ; but it will be more eaſy for the reader 
to conceive the ſurpriſe which appeared in the looks 
of Meroveus than for me to expreſs it ;-——he ſtart- 
ed up, and with. a voice which the various emo- 
tions of his mind render'd almoſt unintelligible, 
ſaid to her: 

Merovexs. © Confuſion!—-Deidamia Madam, 
© what brings you here! 

Deidamia. * That is a queſtion which ought ra- 
© ther to be put to you. I came in purſuit of an 
© un too much beloved huſband ;-—-you 
© ta indulge a lawleſs flame for an abandon'd pro- 
6 Fitute.” 

Meroveus. * Madam,-—-madam, this does not 
© become you.” 

Deidamia. Does it become you, fir, . to leave 
© your honeſt home and wife, make pitiful ex- 
© cuſes for your abſence, and ſkulk in corners 
© with a wretch like this, this abject hireling of 
© licentious wiſhes.!” | 

Miſtreſs. * Madam, I would not have you thick 
© I am any ſuch perſon I did not know Mero- 
© veus was a married man.“ 

Deidamia. * is falſe, vile creature, you could 
© not know Meroveus without knowing he had a 
wife, —a wife, who, without boaſting, is every way 
© his equal: but get out of my ſight, that I may 
© have liberty to aſk my perjur'd huſband what he 
could fee in that face of yours to be preferr d 
© to mine.” 

On 
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On this Meroveus was ing his mouth to 
ſpeak, but was prevented by mrs. Flounceit, who 


being, aſtoniſi d on the. lady's running up ſtairs, 
and by the noiſe ſhe immediately heard above, had 
hobbled up as faſt as her fat would give her leave, 
and came into the room that moment, crying as 
ſhe enter'd, : | 

Mrs. Flaunceit. © Bleſs.me, what is the matter. 


Mrs. Flounceit. © Oh the vile flut I wonder 
Sir David Townly- ſhould offer to bring me into 
this ſcrape -—he very well I never coun- 
© tenance fuck doin Huſſy, get out of my 
© houſe this minute, or I will tor a conſtable 
© to carry you to Bnidewell | 

In ſpeaking this ſhe advanced towards the miſ- 
treſs of Meroveus, and was about to puſh her out 
of the room; but that gentleman, perceiving her 
intent, ſtepp'd between, and with a viſage all in- 
flam'd with wrath, ſaid, 

Meroveus. * Hold, madam, hold ;----this lady 
has put herſelf under my protection, and I wi 


© take care to defend her from all inſults what- 


© ſoever.* 
Then turning to Deidamia went on thus : 
Meroveus. * As for you, madam, 


© I will never ſee 5ou-morc.” 


you 
© have only expoſed me and undone yourſelf;-— 


utmoſt agony of ſpirit, follow'd and catching him 
by the arm, cry'd out to him, 
Deidamia. * Oh ſtay, Merovens !----you will 
6 ſure, add injury to injury —ſtay, I con- 
let that woman go !* 


haſty as himſelf to get from 
where ſhe could expect nothing but 


by Eutracia, who endeavoured 
to convince her how little it would avail to re- 
monſtrate any thing to him while he continued in 
this humour. 

Rage had till now kept up the ſpirits of this 
unhappy lady; but the objeQs of it being removed, 
and the power of reflecting return'd, the ſunk in- 
to a grief no leſs immoderate,---ſhe wept,---ſhe 
wrung her hands, beat her lovely breaſt, —the 
ſwoon'd ſeveral times, and in her intervals of ſenſe 
could onl cry out, Cruel, barbarous Merove- 
© us!-—Unfaithful, ungenerous huſband !-—-Good 
© heaven, for what unknown tranſgreſſion am 1 
© become thus miſerable 

Neither Eutracia nor mrs. Flounceit omitted 
any thing in their power which they thought might 
ſerve to give her conſolation ; but all they could 
do was inſufficient, and it was ſome hours before 
ſhe was enough recover'd even to be carried 


San 


= 
— 


B 165% S30Sm9e N 7 


'd to the very ſoul at the ſight of her diſtreſs. 

I have already given the reader my opinion con- 

cerning the extreme folly of revealing unwelcome 

ſecrets to our friends, ſo 1 g any 
wit 


ee 
I went the next morning to the houſe of Me- 


the unfortunate viſit they made together 
at mrs. Flounceit's ; but as the diſcourſe between 


it not material enough to be inſerted. 

I had not been in the room above a quarter of 
an hour before a ſervant preſented a letter to Dei- 
-— - ** from her hutband, and contained- 


To DEIDAMI A. 
© Mapa, 
Am determin'd to five eaſy, which I am 
T certainly is utterly impracticable for me to 
* do with you, after what paſs'd yeſterday be- 
* tween us; what I then ſaid in heat of 
* I now repeat in cool blood, and. on the moſt 
mature deliberation.—In fine, an eternal diſ- 
T * union muſt be the conſequence of your behavi- 
* our, nor ſhould the tongues of angels diſſwade 
* me from this reſolution ;---you will do well to 
" bear it with patience, as the musfortune, if it be 
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To leave you no juſt reaſon to complain, I 
« ſhall wider the jelnrs, ſettled on you by our 
marriage articles, to be regularly paid to you 
« as though I were no more; and ſhall reſign to 
« you alt the plate, linen and houſhold furniture, 
© excepting only my books, the India cheſt and 
% buroe in my drefſing-room. 

& As to our children, the boy I ſhall take un- 
der my care, --the-girl I leave to yours, and 
* ſhall alſo add one hundred pounds per annum 
to the abovementionꝰd joĩnture, for her mainte- 
nance and education. 

% Farewel for ever —As we no more =_ 
© meet in love, it will be hi improper, and 
* think could 12... either ot 
% us, to meet at all, —I ſhall therefore refrain, 
nas much as poſſible, going to any of thoſe places 
you are accuſtom'd to frequent, and hope you 
will have prudence enough to take the ſame 
« precaution in avoiding me,-—efpecially when I 
tell you, that it is the only thing in which you 
can now oblige 

© Your ill-treated huſband, 
% Mxkovzus. 

* P. 8. I ſhall fend to-morrow for the things 
* I mention d.“ | 

My fair readers will be the beſt judges of what 
Deidamia felt on finding her huſband had taken a 
reſolution which could not but give the moſt mor- 
tal ſtab both to her love and pride ;-—ſhe paus d a 
little after having read it, then gave it to Eutracia, 
crying out at the ſame time with the greateſt em- 


Deidamia. See there, my dear Eutracia,-—— 
this wicked huſband is the ſole Jet pre. 
ſtends to be the perſon who has reaſon to reſent P 
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young lady, who was all fire and ſpirit, 
could not forbear loading Meroveus with re 


Ped when the had 6nih'd, Gd to Deidamiz, > 
And how, my dear, do you-intend- 


If I were in your „I would- 
* write him fuch. an anſwer as | make his- 
© cars 

Deidamia. 228 u know. not what it is to. 


letter waited for an anſwer to which he 


reply d, 

Footman. © No, madam, he only bid me d li- 
ver it into own hands, and told me my ma 
* ſer order 'd me to.come to him about two hours- 
* hence at George's colfce-houle, and bring ſome. 
* linen with me: 
Deidamia. * "Tis very well ;—but do not go 
* *till T have ſpoke to you again ; I have a- 
meſfage to ſend by 

e 
her commands, and withdrew; after which - 
ſhe ſat down to her eſcrutore, took pen and pa- 
per, and began to write in the following terms: 


TO MzroOveEvrs. 
Cruel and unjuſt, yet ſtill dear Mxxovrxus, 


7 P any other proof than that 
* & ſhameful one I yeſterday was witneſs of, 
** that Lam naiſerable in the total loſs of your af- 
* fection,, the letter I have juſt now received 
* wauld be a- convincing one. 8 
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« after ſeven years conjugal tenderneſs, perfect 
« and fincere on my fide, and well diſſembled 
* on yours, can you entertain a thought of part- 
ing Of tearing a family to pieces which 
* has hitherto lived fo reſpectable in the world 
« —eDAIuft I be doom'd to mourn a huſband's 
c loſs even while that huſband lives! Muſt 
* my fon be bred an alien to his mother, — 
* daughter a ſtranger to her father 
* think, Meroveus ! and if no confideration of 
* me has any weight, let that of your own repu- 
tation, and the intereſt of our children, prevail 
* on to alter this cruel refolution !——— 
We may, atleaſt, live civilly together, if not 
« with the ſame fondneſs as before this accident. 
« — Yet why ſhould we not I am wil- 
ling to meet you more than half way in love. 
* You cannot deny but you have wrong- 
2 I confeſs I was 
too in the manner of detecting you; 
* we both have been to blame; oo” is 
* done cannot be recall d; but it may be re- 
pented of; let us exchange forgiveneſs, and 
endeavour to forget what is paſt. 
55 n 
t by your Deidamia gave equal pain to 
* A Oh can — «es 
* pity, all humanity, all remorſe, for the ago- 
* nies you cannot but be ſenſible my poor tor- 
„ mented heart now labours under No, 
* —— tis impoſſible, —— reaſon, honour and 
good: nature, forbid it. — you will return, 
accept the pardon I ſhall with joy beſtow ; and, 
in return, vouchſafe 
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ec infallibly attend a ſeparation from her whoever 
e has been, and deſires to continue, 


«© With the greateſt 


« Your moſt faithful, and 
« Moſt affeQtionate wife, 


ap» 
proved of the former part of it, but highly con- 
demn'd the latter, as thinking it too ſubmiſſive. 
Deidamia, however, was -of a different 
inion, and the footman coming in ſoon after to 
her commands, ſhe feal'd it up and put it in- 
his hands to deliver to his maſter, bidding him 
withal that ſhe was very much indiſpoſed. 
After he was gone, the ladies began to enter 
iſpute concerning the authority of a 
that was expected from a 


; the cauſe of theſe 
perceived by a letter which 
——the contents whereof 


To DEIDAMIA- 


© Mapan, SEE : 
* Have been in ſome debate within my mind, 
« | whether to anſwer your epiſtle in the man- 
* ner I now do, or not to.anfwer it at all, would 
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ede the moſt effectual means to prevent 
* g me or yourſelf any future trouble OY 
« you find I have tes te fuer es tak 
« methods, and hope you will have diſcretion 
enough not to involve me in a ſecond dilemma 
* on this ſcare. 
«© Be aſſured that I did not reſolve on a final ſe- 
A paration without having well weigh'd the con- 
i ſequences attending it, and find them fuch a 
' can no way come in competition with my 
ee peace of mind, without which life would be 
* curſe, my bed a bed of thorns, —my ta- 
© ble a deſert, my houſe a hell, and every 
= friend that came to viſit, a fury to torment 
% me. 
gee the reverſe your jealous folly has occafi- 
© on'd ;——tax me not, in 
c“ titude ;—a thouſand _ you have confeſs'd 
cc thought yourſelf as as a woman 
| Lud be. and . truly ſo.— 
During the whole courſe of the years we lived 
<4 together you never had the leaft ſhadow of 2 
« cauſe to complain of my want either of re- 
« ſpe& or tenderneſs :— If I indulged any ples 
« ſures, which I imagin'd would give you diſ- 
& quiet, I took care to be very private in them; 
4 —— Why then did you fuffer yourſelf to be led 
« by an wile 1 to pry into ſecrets which 
* the diſcovery of muſt give you pain, and poſſi- 
* bly prove the total deſtruction of that love 
& which once you call'd your greateſt bleſſing ? 
& Tt is doubtleſs beſt for both of us, as you 
« rightly enough obſerve, to forget what is paſt ; 
& but ain far from thinking it can be done by the 
44 way you mean: n, to forget can only 


*« be accompliſh'd by avoiding each other's pre- 8 d 
4 fence, and ceaſing all kind of communication ha\ 
between us, [ ſhall therefore give orders ports 1 


4. 
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« to my ſervant to charge himſelf with no letter 
«« or meſſage you may think fit to ſend, and de- 
« ſire you will aſſure f that this is the very 
« laſt you ever ſhall receive from me — Fare 
« wel, I wiſh you all - happineſs in any other 
* with 
BROVEUS.” 


After having examined this epiſflle, I liſten'd to 
what paſs'd between Eutracia and Deidamia ; but 
tho” I ſtaid till my Tablets were crowded, I ſhall 
forbear inſerting the particulars of theſe ladies 
diſcourſe, for reaſons which will be hereafter ex- 

in'd; and onl in general, that Eutracia 
— in have 2 friend to reſent- 
ment and diſdain againſt a huiband whom ſhe 
thought ſo unworthy of her; that Deidamia's 
love overcame her ſex's pride and, in fine, that 


the one argued like a virgin, and the other like 
an affeCtionate wife. 


Whether Deidamia made any further attempts 
to move her obdurate huſband to a reconciliation 
I cannot be poſitive ; but believe ſhe did not, for 
ſhe retired ſoon after into the country, whence 
ſhe is but lately return'd, and, whatever her 
heart may endure, has very much regain'd her 
uſual compoſure of countenance and behaviour. 


CHAP. VIL 


more conciſe than but very 
much to the purpe TT 
leaſt worthy of any in the Boat of being regarded 
with attention. 


Is 


S during the courſe of theſe lucubrations I 
have been extremely circumſtantial in the re- 
ports I have made, the reader has a right to be 
ſurpriſed 
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ſurpriſed that I omitted the diſcourie between 
Deidamia and Eutracia ; I ſhall therefore, 
according to | iſe, relate motive for 
fo doing. and Getter rayfelf it is fork as will rem 
der me perfectly excuſeable in this point. 

Much about the time of the adventure related 
the two preceding chapters, I happen'd to be 
witneſs of a converſation, which though between 
different perſons, and on a very different occaſi- 
on, was till on the ſubject of marriage, the au- 
thority of a huſband, and the ſubmiſſion expect 
ed from a wife; ſo ſcem'd to me to have a cer- 
tain ſameneſs in it which I thought would be ra- 
ther tireſome than agrecah/c to the ear, and for 
that reaſon leit out the tormer, and made choice 
of the latt-r, as of the two the moſt intereſting. 

Two nfters, whoſe characters I preient to the 
| under the names of Flavia and Celemena, 

ve both of them a tulerable ſhare of beauty, 
but no other qualification, either natural or ac- 
quired, that could entitle them to the hope of an 
elevated tation; —yet, hy the benevolent aſpect 
of their happy planets. are they become the brides 
of Alcandor and Thelamont, perſons diſti:guiſh- 
edin the world by their birth and fortune, and 
ſtill more ſo by the greatneſs of their merit. 

Theſe nuptials, fo aſtoniſhing to the town, and 
which happen'd foorn after one another, gave me 
a curioſity to diſcover, by the help of my Inviſibi- 
lity, in what faſhion the ladies would behave 
themſelves in a ſphere of life fo altogether new 
to them, and fo little expected, even in their vain- 
eſt wiſhes, ever to arrive at. 

Flavia was the eldeit, and it was to her I made 
my firſt vifit ;——ſhe was in her dreſſing- room, 
fitting at her toylet, with her waiting-maid behind 
her, giving the finiſhing ſtroke to her head tyre.— 
Thelamont was alſo there, and ſtood leaning his 


elbow © 


faction 1 


The invifible Sv v. 265 
elbow on a buroe, with a good deal of diſſatiſ- 
faction in his countenance, while ſhe kept looking 
in the glaſs, and, without turning her head to- 
wards him, ſaid, : 

Flavia. * Prithee, Thelamont, let us talk no 
more of this ſtuff, I am quite ſick of it 
* I am certainly the beſt judge of theſe —_ 

not de 


and it is in vain to perſuade me, for I will 
Thelamont. © You will not then oblige me ? 


© contradicted,” 


Flavia. * Poſitively no; not when you in- 
© termeddle in theſe affairs. 2 
Thelamont. * Well then, T ſhall fa 


no more; but muſt tell you, that I thought | 
© had & right to expect this proof of your com- 
* plaiſance.” | 

With theſe words he flung out of the room, 


and the faid to herſelf. * 
Flavia. Piſh; as there ever any thing 
— Men are mighty fooliſh ſome- 
Katherine, bring me my gauze hand- 


Maid. Oh, ma'am, did not your ladyſhip- 
* ſay you would wear your new tippet to-day ? 

Flavia. © Hah ——Yes,—no, —— it will 
* ſhew too much of my neck.?. 

Maid. Oh, ma'am,— your ladyſhip cannot 
© ſhew too much of ſo beautiful a part. 

Flavia. That's true but I ſcratch'd one 
* of my breſts with a pin this morning. 

Maid. Oh the ugly pin; —— I wihk 
© knew which it was, that I might crook it quite 
* double and throw it in the fire. 

' Juſt as the maid had expreſs d her reſentment 
againſt the weapon that had wounded her miſtreſs, 
Celemena tame into the room, and, after ſaluting 
her ſiſter with a freedom ſuitable tothe nearneſs 
of their blood and friendſhip, ſaid to her, 

Vor. IL N 
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Celemena. * What is the matter, my dear fil- 
© ter - you do not look pleas'd to-day.” 

Flavia. * Umph.—— No, not very well 
© pleas'd; ——nor, indeed, much diſpleas d. 

Celemena. * 1 met Thelamont going out as [ 
© came in, — I thought he ſeem'd more reſery'd 
0 than uſual, and in a very ill humour.” 

Flavia. * If he chuſes to be fo, it would be 
0 pity any one ſhould attempt to put him out 
© of it. 

Celemena. © I hope no miſunderſtanding has 
© happen'd between you ? 

Flavia. No, no, ——we underſtand one an- 
© other pretty well; I underſtand that he would 
© fain pretend to take upon him the government 
© of my actions, and he underſtands that 
© will not let him doit ;——aſo we have exchang- 
© ed ſome piquant words this morning, that's all. 

Celemena., Have a care ſiſter, — quarrels in 
© the beginning of marriage promiſe but little fe- 
© licity in the continuance of that ſtate.” 

Flavia. That's true ;—but "tis very provok- 

© ing when a man will needs interfere in things he 
© has no manner of concern with.” 

Celemena. * Pray what was the ſubje& of d 
© diſpute, —if it be not too great a ſecret? 

Flavia. * Why you muſt know he wants me 
* to leave off putting any Carmine upon my 

© checks, calls it naſty daubing, and ſays! 
© ſhould be a thouſand times handſomer without 
. it. | 

— I can ſee nothing extraordinary in 
© this ;—there are many men who have an utter 
« averſion to a woman's uſing any art to her 
e complexion.” 

Flavia. * They may cry out it; but 
« yet I am ſure it frequently owing to art iha 

J 
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© they fall ſo much in love with us 3a little red 
upon the cheeks gives a ſparkle to the eyes, and 
© 4 luftre to all the features, which otherwiſe 
« would appear flat and languid; ——but they 
« are fo fooliſh as not to conſider this; 
© like us as they ſee us altogether, and thou 
© they may be ſenſible we are painted, never once 
imagine it is to that neceſſary auxiliary to beau- 
ty that we are chiefly indebted for thoſe charms 
* which attract their admiration.” 

Celemena. © Su it as you ſay, which 
© however I am far allowing to be always the- 
* caſe, Thelamont has now ſeen you fuch as na- 
* ture made you, the night wears off that bor- 
© row'd luſtre, and the morning ſhews you what 
© you truly are; and if he approves of you in 
* this light, I know of no other perſon whom 
vyou need be ſtudious to pleaſe.” 

Flavia. © I am of a quite different opinion. 
On the joy of being gaz d at, and follow'd by a 
© whole crowded Mall.” 

* Celemena. * Perhaps to laugh; but if ſin- 
* cere, a very empty joy, and what a married 
s woman t not to be too ambitious of.” 

Flavia. So then you would have me comply 
* with my Husband”s requeſt ?** 

Celemena. Indeed I would adviſe tO it 
* I am fure if Alcandor expreſs'd a deſire that 
I ſhould cut off my hair, and never let it grow 
© again, though it is the gift of nature, and be- 
* ſtow'd upon me as the greateſt ornament of our 
© ſex, I would not hefitate one moment to 
© him, but be content to wear no other 
* dreſs than a cloſe mob during the whole remain- 
* der of my life. 

Flavia. * Then you are a fool.” I 
| _—_ Celemena. 
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marry me again; 
© never ſo much I muſt ſtill be maintain d as hi 


268 


Celemena. In this 
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point I do not think I am 


6 * or baikies that duty which the law exacts from 
wite to her husband, there are other rea- 
6 n oblige me to refuſe nothing 


She 


© to Alcandor.” 
d theſe words with a very ſig 


nificant look, which Flavia obſerving, ordered 


her maid, who had been all this time in the room, 


to withdraw; and, as ſoon as ſhe was gone, re- 


© ons from us, but ſuch as if we had always 


plyed to what her ſiſter had ſaid in theſe terms: 
Flavia. * I know what you 


would ſay; — you 
© would infer, that becauſe Alcandor and 'Thela- 
© mot manied us without fortunes, we are there- 
© fore bound to be their ſlaves. 

Celemena. Not fo,—and I dare believe that 
© neither of them will ever 


any ſubmiſſi- 


been 


© their equals would very well become us to 


grant. 
Flavia. Laird !-—— what à buſtle you make 


« about equals |—— Whatever we were before, 
has made us now their 


4 


and for my own part, 


equals ; 
I ſhall never fubmit to do 


© any thing Thelamont requires of me, unleſs 


6 my own inclination happens 


to concur.” 


Celemena. * But do you apprehend no ill con- 


« wite, c 


< you talk in this manner | —— Have you 
122 one month, and can 
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* cuties we found to ſupply ourſelves with even 
© the common neceſſaries of life We made, 
indeed, a kind of tawdry ſhew when we ap- 
pear'd abroad; but how was our table pinch'd 
for it at home. Preſent exigencies-and fu- 
ture poverty ſtared us in the face; — and is 
there no love, no gratitude, due from us to 
the men who atch'd us from that ſcene of 

..fery, and raiſed us to opulence, grandeur and 
— * 
N. 3. Piſh; — they married us to pleaſe 
© themſelves, not out of pity to our wants. But 
let us have no more of this dull ſtuff;—you muſt 
© go with me r 
© —it is the firſt ſhe has had, and I promis'd h 
© to bring all the company I could.” 

Celemena. Indeed you muſt excuſe me. 

Flavia. * For what reaſon ?* 

men. My dear Alcandor ſups at home, 
and I cannot be abroad.“ 


e, Jer dar Unter fps at home 
ns tr Oe 
— What he did not marry you 
« make you a cook —You do not dreſs bes vice 
© tuals ! 
Celemena. * No, but he married me to make 
© me a companion at his victuals; and while he 
© continues to defire m preſence, as I flater my- 


© ſelf he always will, I ſhall never form any pre- 
© tences to be "abſent. 


x 2 & = HH = =” 


trance of a 8 0 
dies were come to viſit her, on which the went, 
accompanied by Celemena, into the dining room, 
„% 
3 
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ie converſation I mentioned, and 
it er may judge which of theſe two 

ſiſters had the ſhare of prudence, beſt 

deſerved her good fortune, and was moſt likely 

to enjoy a long continuance of it. 


CHAP. VIIL 


Preſents the publick with the account of an inci- 
dent which cannot but be deeply affecting 10 
the youth of bath ſexes, and no leſs remark- 
able in its event than any the Author”s In- 
viſibilityſbip ever enabled " bmw to diſcover. 


MON all the various dece which 

are carried on in this great I know of 
none more cruel, and more liable to be attended 
with the worſt of conſequences, than thoſe prac- 
tiſed in the affairs of love ;— yet it is a crime 
which paſſes with i ity, and is ſcarce cenſur- 
ed by any but the perſons injured by it and their 
particular friends and confidents. 

Even the ladies, generally ſpeaking, for there 
is no rule without ſome exceptions, are ſo little the 
friends of each other, that we rarely find them 
taking up the quarrel of their fex in this 


point ;—on the contrary, they are apt to abſolve 


the vow-breaker, and let the whole blame fall on 
the believer :—a man who has triumph'd over 
the credulity of an hundred women, ſees humſelt 
not leſs ſuf ; and ſometimes the number of 
paſt conqueſts ſhall ſerve him as a recommen- 
— and be a means of his attaining new 


"Pry i is deem'd but a venial tranſgreſſion in 
this caſe ; — few think that oaths and impreca- 


tions, when diQated, br 24 
"= inclina- 
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inclination, tho” formed in the moſt binding 
terms, and utter'd in the moſt folemn manner, 
are ever regiſter'd in heaven,—according to the 


words of the poet, who merrily ſays, 
© Jove only laughs when lovers ſwear.” 


This vice, as I muſt take the liberty to call it, 
is not however wholly confined to the male ſex ; 
I am ſorry to obſerve that thoſe of the other, 
eiter through pride, vanity, or an inconſtancy of 
nature, are ſometimes found guilty of deluding 
their lovers with fallacious expectations. 

I hope alſo to be forgiven by the more diſcreet 
part of womankind, when I ſay that a propenſity 

to ſuch a behaviour is yet leſs excuſable in them 
ming in the men, as a perfect innocence, a ſweet- 
neſs of diſpoſition, and a ſimplicity of manners 
are, or ought to be, the diſtinguiſhing charaQe- 
riſtics of the fair ſex. 

A young lady, to whom I ſhall give the name of 
Syrenia, was endowed by nature with every re- 
quiſite to command love and admiration ;— ſhe 
had the fineſt eyes in the world, — a regular 
ſet of features, fine hair, and a delicate 
complexion ;— was tall of ſtature, well ſhaped, 
and had ſomewhat peculiarly attractive in her air 
and mien.—Fortune had not been altogether fo 


propitious to her; — through the extravagancies 


of her parents ſhe was left in poſſeſſion of a very 
moderate fortune ;—it was, however, entirely at 
her own diſpoſal, and ſufficient, with the 
good ceconomy ſhe was miſtreſs of, to ſupport 
her in a very genteel, though not a grand way 


of life. 
Propoſals of marriage had often been made. 
to her by ſeveral eminent and wealthy citizens's 


N 4 but 
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but ſhe ' rej them all, and deſpis'd the 
2 of a ſhop, but alſo of all other 
callings and occupations whatever; — ambition 
was the predominant paſſion of her ſoul, and ſhe 
had vanity enough to think that her birth, her 
perſon and accompliſhments were ſuch as might 
very well compenſate for the ſmallneſs of her 
fortune, and entitle her to higher expeQations. 
She had lived *till the age of twenty-three 
without having any offer of the kind ſhe hoped ; 
— but about the expiration of that æra, a young 
gentleman, call'd Roffano, happening to ſee her at 
the houſe of a relation whom he viſited, became 
violently in love with her, and ſoon after finding 
means to get himſelf introduced, made a declarati- 
onof his paſſion ; to which, knowing what and who 
he was, the gave all the encouragement he could 
wiſh, or that was befitting the character of a 
modeſt woman. 
It would, indeed, have been much to be won- 
dered at, if the addreſſes of Roſſano had not 
been accepta 


any - gage, dowry, or 

portions to be paid out of it; his perſon and be- 

haviour are extremely agreeable ; and, to add to 

All this, has deſervedly the reputation of a man 

of ſtrict honour, and more ſobriety than could be 

— from his years and the diſſoluteneſs of 
pre 
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little leſs regret for this enforced ſeparation ——= 
their parting was extremely moving, each 
ſeem'd to endeavour to outvie the other in 

ſions of tenderneſs ; and the only conſolation he 
had was, the aſſurances ſhe gave him, 
that wherever he went he carried her heart along 


with him. 
It is highly „that the aſſection the 
perfectly ſincere, 


d for him was at that time 
and that ſhe look'd upon the accident which de- 
lay'd the celebration of their nuptials as no incon- 
misfortune to her; but whatever cha- 
grin the might feel at firſt on this account, it was 
very ſoon diſſipated, and gave way to ideas of a 
far different nature. 


a ſtranger to both the ladies, but behaved 
towards them wich the greateſt reſpect and polite» 
nefs.——— They walk'd two or three turns up 
and down the Mall, after which the gentlemen 
took their leave, and Syrenia and Deha went to 
their habitations, without thinking any 
more of what had you — their * 
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Little, indeed, could either of them appre- 
hend the conſequences of this adventure ;----but 
the next day, pretty early in the forenoon, Syre- 
nia was ſurprized with a viſit from Delia, who 
came running into her apartment without any ce- 
remony,---crying out as ſhe enter'd, 

Delia. Joy to you, my dear; -I come to wiſh 
you joy! 

Hrenia. Of what! —— for I ſee no other 
« ſubjeR of joy than what I ahvays feel on ſeeing 


Delia. Mel—no, no,—a thouſand ſuch as me 
are out of the queſtion ; — but I have the 
E ure to congratulate you on the greateſt 
« conqueſt your beauty eve made, or perhaps 
© ever can make!” 
Syrenia. © You are got into a vein of raillery 
e this morning,” 
Delia. * No, upon my honour I never was more 
© ſerious —Do you not remember the fine gentle- 
þ 292 hot was with cap heather yeſterday im. the 
6 


lia: His name is Leontine he is the eld- 
© eſt ſon of his father, and heir apparent to three 
* thouſarid pounds a year :—you ſaw his perſon ; 
for my part 1 think nothing can be more a- 


© greeable ; and 


brother tells me he is the 
man he ever knew.” | 


Delia. * It is all to you lt ſeems he ſaw you 
© laſt Sunday at Weſtminſter-Abbey, fell violent- 

© ly in love with you, and would have follow'd to 
Mag ing he wt gg liv'd, but was prevented 
$ * | his acquaintance, _ 
6 
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c that inſtant laid hold of him andforced him along 


« with them.” 
poſſible ſuch a one might be 


Syrenia. © Tis 
© there ; but I did not take any notice of him.” 
Delia. * That may be, but he took ſo much of 
« you as not to be able to ſleep ever ſince.” 
Syrenia. © Very romantic truly.— But pray how 
© came you ſo well acquainted with the ſecrets of 
© his heart, who yeſterday ſeem'd an utter ſtranger | 
© to his perſon ?? 
Delia. I will tell you the whole affair, as my 
© brother laſt night came and inform'd me of it. 
—After they had left us they went and dined ' 
at a tavern :—Leontine aſk'd a thou- 
ſand queſtions concerning your family,-—your 
fortune, and your character ;---all which, you 
may be ſure were anſwer d not to your diſadvan- 
tage: he then made my brother the confident 
of the paſſion you had inſpir'd him with, and 
intreated him to uſe his intereſt with me, as he 
* found I was pretty intimate with you; to engage 
* me to introduce him to you, which I have faith» 
fully promiſed to do. 
Syrenia. * What without my conſent ?* 
Delia. * I hoped to be forgiven ;---ſuch an offer, 
my dear, is not to be rej 
Syrenia. It is much beyond my expeQations, 
I confeſs ;----but the diſparity between our for- 
© tunes 1s too 
Delia. e I 
© it is not your buſineſs to make obje tion." 
Syrenia. That is true ;---and if I could flatter 
* myſelf he were really fincere:---but I will con- 
< ſider on it. 
Delia. © It will be time enough for you conſider 
« when you dave: heard what he has to tay; for I 
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This evening !---as how !* 


pride nor 
your modeſty has any thing to ſcruple; for I 
© aſſure you I will not let even my brother know 
© that I have previouſly acquainted you with any 
© thing of the matter.” ; 

* Syrenia. Well, on that condition I will 


the three firſt of theſe, as men now 
marriage, weigh 


© queſtion, nor would ſeem too forward, though 
to promote the higheſt 


, your 
Delia. In this you ſafely may: I know too 
© well what is owing to my ſex, and the cruel 
* aſperſions men are apt to throw on our moſt in- 
© nocent freedoms, not to be extremely cau- 
©. trous in avoiding giving the leaſt room for 
©. cenſure.” 8 | 
Syrenia. Indeed, my dear, my obſervation on 
your own conduct ought to put to ſilence all 
© my doubts on that. ſcore; and whatever is 
*. the event of this affair, „ 

c 
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Delia. If it ſucceeds I ſhall be a ſharer in 
© your good fortune, as nothing gives me a more 
« ſenſible ſatisfaction than to have it in my power 
© to contribute to the happineſs of my friends : 
but I muſt leave you,! promis'd to let 
my brother know whether you could come or 
R that he may appriſe Leontine of it.“ 
— Delia went away in . 
** — but I could nr 4 
glow on Syrenia's cheeks, how much ſhe was 
tranſported with the purpoſe of her viſit ;—— 
and was yet more confirm'd of her being ſo by 
ſome — ſoliloquies ſhe utter d when ſhe 
thought there was no witneſs of what ſhe faid. 
Syrenia. * Three thouſand pounds a year, and 
* fo fine "> pos, as Leontine ſo hand- 
ſome, —— ſo polite,——ſo thing that is 
If he b «s Ga 6 ts 
him to be, I ſhall have cauſe to bleſs 
the hour I went to Weſtminſter- Abbey; or 
rather that which carried me to the Park 
* day, without which he might never have 
© who I was, or where to find me, and ſhould 
have loſt all the advantage my good ſtars ſeem to 
© have decreed for me 

Here ſhe ceas'd to ſpeak, other ſort of emotions 
riſing in her mind, to which ſhe gave a looſe in 
this exclamation. | 
Syrenia. * It was an unlucky thing I went fo 
© far with Roſſano, the poor man loves me to 
* diſtration,—he will certainly break his heart 
* when he finds I have forſaken him ;——and, it 


1 the occafion of his 
W 


* 
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On this her countenance ſeemꝰd a little diſcon- 
certed ; but it ſoon wore off, and after a — 
pauſe went on thus: 

Syrenia. * I am glad, however, that no con- 
© tract has paſs'd between us; the encourage- 
© ment I gave his paſſion, and the verbal pro- 
© miſes I made him, need be no impediment to 
© my accepting a better offer. It will be pru- 
© dence in me, however, not to throw him off, 
© nor give him any room to ſuſpect I have leſs af- 
© fection for him than I had, till I am well aſſured 
© that Leontine is in earneſt.” 

'This was enough to ſhew me the principle and 
diſpoſition of Syrenia, both which, 1 „ were 
ſo little pleaſing to me, that I had not patience to 
ſtay with her any longer, but quitted her a 
with a contempt, which could ſhe have been ſenſi- 
ble of, would no doubt have given her ſome mor- 
tification. 

I made one of the company that night at Delia's 
however ; 3 but as it could not be expected, that 
in a meeting which was to paſs for caſual, there 
ſhould be any converſation except on general to- 
pics, I reap'd no other benefit by being preſent, 
than to be convinced that g by the glan- 
ces he took every opportunity of caſting at Syrenia, 
was indeed very much enamour'd and that the 
ſpared no pains to make him more fo. 

The next day he went with the brother of De- 
lia to viſit her, and the ſucceeding one took the li- 
berty of going thither alone and made a declara- 
tion of his pain, which ſhe, having well prepa- 
red herſelf with anſwers, received in ſuch a man- 
ner as neither to reject, nor with too much readi- 
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room to hope he was not altogether indifferent to 
her ;—by degrees, therefore, ſhe became more 
kind on every viſit he made, but did it with cau- 
tion and reſerve, neither by her looks or words 
forfeiting that character of diſcretion ſhe fo much 
valued herſelf upon, dropping only ſome hints, 
as if forced Gs > her, from a fund of tenderneſs 
within, which ſhe would fain endeavour to con- 
ceal, but had not the power of doing it. 

Thus artful in appearing artleſs, Leontine, 
though a man of very good ſenſe and penetration, 
never once ſuſpected ſhe was any other than fuch 
as ſhe affected to be,---plain, — generous, 
and incapable of diſguiſing her ſentiments. 

It is certain, indeed, *. her natural cunning 
was greatly aſſiſted how to proceed on this occa- 
fion, by the intelligence ſhe daily received from 
Delia, to whoſe brother Leontine made no ſcruple 
of diiburthening all that paſs d in his heart in rela- 
tion to his paſſion for Syrenia. 

From this faithful friend ſhe learn'd, that tho? 
it was not to be doubted but that Leontine was as 
much in love with her as man could be, yet the 
great reſpect and reverence he had for his father 
would not permit him to think of —_— on a 


letters to his father, who 
country ; but the pas Tera he 
quite "fat 
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to get the better of that obedience owing 
from him to a father's will,---ſhe therefore wiſh'd 
to intereſt his good-nature and generoſity in her 
— and judged that the ſureſt way to ſecure 
his affection was to make him confident of her's. 


280 


ſeem'd too great a breach of modeſty, | 
a8 1 her eL 
im inform'd of 1 


2d on chr wut of the Oper of Auf, the firſt 

in the Italian taſte ever exhibited on the Engliſh 
mg and, in my opinion, has been exceeded by 
none that have come after it. The words ſhe 
ſung to her inſtrument were theſe : 


© Wanton zephir ſoftly blowing, 
— — going, 
HgBear in my ſoul away: 
© Tell Ormondo what I feel, 
Tell him how his chains I wear, 
N and care; 
ing, 
© And revealing, 
More of love than I can fay.” 
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Lit me then guard each aw nue to my breaſt, 
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ſhe muſt be more explicit, her fertile invention 
ſoon preſented her with a ſtratagem, which plea- 
ſing her fancy at the ſame time that it promis'd 
the ſucceſs ſhe aim'd at, ſhe put it into immediate 
execution. It was this : 

Having a natural talent for poetry ſhe ſat down 
at her eſcrutore, took pen, ink and paper, and 
without being at the pains of much ſtudy wrote 
the following lines : 


The breathings of a love-fick beart. 


Wit, manly beauty, every grace combine, 

0 To deck the youth | love with charms divine. 
6 —_—_ — heart take heed, 
6 the growing n feed; 
© Wealth's No NSF det that —— 
The fov'reign power they all fall down before, 
* My niggard fortune does that charm deny, 
And love alone will not its want 5 


© And bar all entrance to this dangerous gueſt; 
© Left by indulging the preſumptuous flame, 
* To sid my Leontine n 

4 ee ** 
1 ——— 


© *Tis ſure determin d in the book of fate, 
© I muſt adore, ev'n tho” he proves ungrate. 


This paper, which ſhe wanted him to believe 
was a ſincere confeſſion of the whole ſecret of her 
foul, ſhe contrived ſhould fall into his hands in 
ſuch a manner as ſhould have too much the ap- 
0 to any ſuſpicion of 
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At his next viſit, her maid being well inſtructed 
by her how to act, ran haſtily into the room, and 
told her that the man whom ſhe order'd to come 
for his money was below. ——Syrenia affected not 
to underſtand what ſhe meant, and cry'd, 

Syrenia. * What man! what money 

Maid. Mr. Sharpely, madam, your ſtay- 
© maker.” 

Syrenia. Oh, ——now I remember I did bid 
© him come for his money; —he takes a ſtrange 
* unſeaſonable time; people ſhould always 
come in a morning on theſe affairs; — however 
© Pll fee if I can find his bill, and do you carry 
pen and ink into the parlour, that he may 
* write me a receipt on the back of it. 

On this the maid withdrew, and Syrenia open'd 
a little deſk that ſtood in the dining room, and be- 
ginning to tumble over ſome writings ſhe had 
there, as in ſearch of the pretended bill, dexte- 
rouſly flipp'd from among the reſt the paper which 
contain'd the above recited verſes, and let it fall 
to the ground without ſeeming to obſerve that any 
thing was dropp'd ;— then ſaying ſhe had found 
what ſhe had look'd for,----ſhut up the deſk in a 
uu burry,----begg'd Leontine would excuſe 
= abſence for a few moments, and went down 

rs. 

She was no ſooner gone than Leontine 
ing to caſt his eyes that way ſaw the paper, and 
took it up, as I ſuppoſe, with no other intention 
than to deliver it to Syrenia when ſhe ſhould re- 
turn; but it being purpoſely folded in fuch a man- 
ner that part of the writing appear'd on the out- 
fide,-—he muſt have been ftrangely incurious in- 
deed, if ſeeing it a poem, and wrote in his miſtreſs's 
hand, he had forbore examining it. 

Never was any tranſport more viſible than in 
the countenance of Leontine while ny 
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delufive ſtanzas ;---his look put me in mind of the 
poet's words: 


© Kindneſs has refiftleſs charms, 

* All things elſe but faintly warms; 

© It gilds the lover's ſervile chain, 
* And makes the flave grow pleas'd and vain.” 


Tho?” by the particulars I have been repeating, 
the reader will eaſily ſuppoſe I was both an eye and 
an ear witneſs of them, yet it is utterly impoſſible 
for me to deſcribe either the looks or attitude of 
the one or the other, in the joyous ſurpriſe of es 
finding himſelf, as he imagin'd, thus extremely ' = 
_=_ the only woman to whom he wiſh'd to 


intended for his peruſal : it was ſtill in his hands 
when ſhe return'd, but ſhe ſeem'd to take no notice | 
of it, and was beginning to apologize for her ab- 4 
ſence by laying the blame on the impertinence of F 
her ſtaymaker; but Leontine, with a geſture full 7 
of rapture, interrupted her, ſaying, 

Leontine. * O, madam,---you muſt allow me 
© to become an advocate for this honeſt tradeſ- 
man, fince by his fortunate detaining you I am 
© made the happieſt of mankind. | 

To this, Syrenia affecting not to comprehend 
the meaning of what he ſaid, reply'd with a 


ſmile, 

Syrenia. * What riddle is this you are about to 
4 me with ?---I am the dulleſt creature in 
© the world at giving a ſolution to theſe things.” 
Leontine. * This paper, madam, wafted to me 
by the god of love's own hand, has given me 
the wiſh'd for ity of . proving myſelf 


284 The Invifible S r v. 


© mia, not all the treaſures in the world could add 
© one ray of luſtre to the graces of your mind 


_ © and perſon,---'tis thoſe alone I covet to enjoy, 


© and in poſſeſſing them ſhall be more rich than 
in poſſeſſing both the Indies.” 

While he was ſpeaking Syrenia caſt her eyes 
upon the paper and bluſh'd exceſſively ;---partly 
ps thro* ſhame, but more thro” the pleaſure 
which diffuſed itfelf thro* all her veins, on per- 
cewing, by the behaviour of Leontine, how well 


his gave Syrema a full opportu- 
nity of entertaining her new lover, tho* ſhe re- 
ceived poſt a letter from the former, all 
which the did not fail to anſwer with that tender- 


give any 
one till ſhe was perfectly ſecure of the other. 
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All impediments, however, being at laſt re- 
moved, that gentleman arriv'd in town on the 
ſame day thet Syrenia and Leontine were engag'd 
in the manner — recited ;— his impatience to 
ſee his beloved miſtreſs carried him immediately to 
her lodgings, — he came while his rival was with 
her; but her maid, well knowing how improper 
it was that they ſhould meet, told him her lady 
was abroad,—on which he went away, ſaying he 
would return i in the evening, as he knew ſhe was 
not accuſtom'd to ſtay late from home. 

He was doubtleſs much diſappointed, but not 
at all ſuſpicious of the cauſe, Pall þ having croſs'd 
the ſtreet he happen'd to caſt his eyes back upon 
the houſe, either by chance, or poſſibly through 
fondneſs of the place which contain'd the idol of 


his wiſhes, — Syrenia was fitting in the window _ 


and Leontine very near to her: —Roſſano had a 
full view of both; but Syrenia was too earneſt in 
diſcourſe to obſgeve him, tho' he ſtood motionleſs 
on the ſpot where he was for ſome minutes.— It 
ſeem'd not ſtrange to him that a gentleman ſhould 
be with her, tho” he could find no way to account 
why he ſhould be denied acceſs to her but one, 
which ſtung him to the ſoul. 

He was more than once tempted by his jealou- 
ſy, as I afterwards diſcover'd, to return and de- 
mand of the maid a reaſon for his been 
refuſed admittance; but ſecond thoughts prevail d, 
and he went home to deliberate how it would beſt 
become him to behave in ſuch a — 

Leontine ſtaid ſupper, and Syremia 
of the room to give ſome neceſlary —— 
maid, was inform'd by her that Roſſano had been 
there and the meſſage he had left: this 
. difconcerted her; but after a little pauſe ſhe re- 
cover'd here exaugh to ive theſe GroSigas: 
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Syrenia. This is unlucky, — Leontine 
vill probably ſtay late;—you muſt therefore tell 
Roſlano that I am not come home, and 
© that you believe I am gone to the play.“ 

The maid punctually obey'd theſe directions, 
Roſſano only reply'd. that ſince it had hap- 
pen'd fo, he would do himſelf the honour to break- 
faſt with her lady the next morning, — and then 
departed ſeemingly well ſatisfied. 

But tho? he forbore giving any indications of 
his ; to this girl, he doubted not but that 
the fecond repulſe was owing to the ſame motive 
the firſt had been; reſolving, however, to be 
more fully convinced, he poſted his ſervant, whom 
he had brought with him for that purpoſe, under 
a lamp a few doors from the houſe where Syrenia 
lodged, charging him to obſerve carefully who 


came in or out, and if he faw a gentleman in 
black velvet and a bag wig, to follow him where- 
ever he went, find out his name if poſſible, and 
bring him an exact account. 

Leontine was fo much charm'd with the diſco- 


ry far advanced. Roſſano's ſervant, however, 
kept cloſe to his ſtand, till a chair being call'd, he 
ſaw the gentleman his maſter had deſcribed go in- 
to it ;—he follow'd, and as ſoon as Leontine 
had enter'd the houſe where he lodg'd, and the 
door was ſhut, aſk'd the chairmen it they knew 


Roſlan 
A rival, [ 
miſtreſs : 
be conce 
approach 
the next 
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Roſſano was now aſſur d not only that he had 
a rival, but alſo a rival highly favour'd by his 
miſtreſs ;!>— the diſtraction he was in may eaſily 
be conceived ; but he diſſembled it on his firit 
approach to Syrenia, whom he did not fail to viſit 
the next morning, as he had told her maid. 
Syrenia, before ſhe was inform'd of it, knew 
very well, that miſſing ſeeing her that night, he 
would not let another day paſs over without com- 
ing, had the artifice to tell Leontine ſhe was ob- 
liged to go ſome few miles out of town to ſee a 
relation who ſhe heard was dangerouſly ill. 

I am not a perſon who live without having 
ſome buſineſs in the world, yet there are very few» 
things of conſequence enough to me to have de- 
tain'd me from being a witneſs of what paſs'd in 
this interview between Roſſano and Serenia, and 
ſhall preſent my readers with it as recorded in my 
faithful tablets. 

Syrenia no ſooner heard he was there than ſhe 
ran to the top of the ſtair-caſe to receive him, 
and with the greateſt ſhew of tenderneſs faluted 
him in theſe terms: 

Syrenia. * dear Roſſano, how griev'd 
© have I been 4 loſing the ſight of you laſt 
night, after having been ſo long an age of time 
deprivꝰd of it P | 

Roſſano. The misfortune, beautiful Serenia, 
© wes wholly mine; for while I moan'd your ab- 
© ſence you doubtleſs found ſomething to amuſe 
© and entertain you. I heard you were at the 
C I 

— I was ſo; but what could I find 
© there to 8 
© by being ſo unluckily from home 

Re ans. 22 at Covent-Garden? 

Syrenta. 6 No j—al Drury-Lane.——But 
* why do you aſk ?* 

Roſſano. 
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Raſſano. Only for a fooliſh fancy.” 

Syrenia. ©* Nay, I may anfwer myſelf that 
mgqueſtion.—I will lay my life you went in ſearch 
© of me ;—but I choſe to go in a diſhabille, and 
© ſat on the back bench in Burton's box ;— fo it 
© was impoſſible for you to ſee me.” 

Roſſans. * Not fo impoſſible as you imagine, 
© madam :—but I had no need to go to either of 
the Theatres, the object I ſo much languiſh'd 
to behold preſented itſelf to me without my 
© taking any pains.” | 

Theſe words occaſioned a viſible change in her 
countenance, ſhe bluſh'd exceſſively, — caſt 
her eyes upon the ground, and had not power to 
lift them up while ſhe ſaid only, 

Syrenta. What is it you mean? ; 

Raſſano. There needs no explanation ;—the 
£ diſorder you in vain endeavour to conceal ſhews 
© but too much how well you are acquainted with 
© my meaning.— Ah, Syrenia,— Syrenia,— how 
© did I once flatter myſelf with an aſſurance 
© that your heart was mine, inviolably mine ; 
© but now I find my abſence has been fatal 
to mel 

Fyrenia. Forbear to talk thus; theſe 
© ſuſpicions are unjuſt to me, and cruel to your- 
© felt.” 

Rofſano. © Why then was I laſt night turn'd 
© from your door !—Why twice repuls'd, while 
© my more happy rival was allow'd the privilege 
© of entertaining you till midnight! 

Syrenia. * Who tells you this?“ 

Rofſano. © My own eyes, madam, were my 

intelligencers, — I ſaw you at that win- 

dow, — ſaw alſo your new favuurite, and eaſily 

© judg'd by both your attitudes what was the fub- 

© jet of your converſation ;—as to the reſt, I was 
» 6 ut 
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* inform'd of it by means to which I afterwards 
© had recourſe.” 

The falſe Syrenia was now a confound- 

ed, there was no giving the lye to ocular de- 

— 112 —＋—— 


© ans had order d myſelf to be denied; but ex- 

Qed not your coming, or knew you had been 
Ar rr 
— (as WAS ins, tis your own jealous 

© fancy alone that makes you regard him in the 

© light of a lover. 

Rofſano. I grant you did not & me; but 
© as your ſervant is no ſtranger to the footing we 
© are upon, ſhe would certainly have look'd on 
OS to the general order you had 
not known I was no proper 

ROS in the company you had above : 
© —beſides, rr of may 
© ſecond viſit, yet I was again turn'd back.” 

a. * You wrong me ;“ proteſt I never 
© heard of your being here till I was going to bed; 
© —think no more therefore of ſuch idle ſtuff, — 
© 'this is not diſcourſe for two people who love, 
© and have fo long been abſent from each other. 

Rofſano. * Ah, Syrenia |— I wiſh the treat- 
ment I have received would allow me to enter- 


No ſigns j men remains, _ 
* But that which men have of life, their 


Vor. IL O | She 


290 The Invifible Sv v. 

She had juſt done repeating theſe lines when the 
tea equipage was brought in for breakfaſt, and 
Roſſano, who I could perceive his counte- 
nance was little pleaſed with the trifling anſwers 
ſhE had made to his reproaches, roſe up to take 
his leave, on which ſhe ſuddenly catch'd hold of 
his hand, and with a well counterfeited tender- 
neſs in her voice and eyes, faid to him, 

Syrenia. You will not go and leave me in this 


humour.“ 


he had to relate, and 
him, that having a friend who lived 
Syrenia, ſhe had learn'd that the entertain d a new 
eee 
e neighbourhood believed it would ſhortly 
Roſſano went from this relation to his 
lodgings, where having vented ſome part of his 
rage in exclamations on the levity and 
of womankind, he fat down and wrote the fol- 
To 


lowing lines : 
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ToLEONTINE 


Err 


I need not tell you L 
pect therefore you will 


happening to be at home return'd an anſwer 
the bearer in theſe terms : * 


To Ross Ao. 
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To Ross Awo. 


PIA 
U R behavieus this merning —— 
40 : You me intodiſquiets which might excite com- 
ns rr 
ON exp youre wan, thought the love 
ce between us was eſtabliſh'd on a more ſolid baſis 
% than to be ſhook by every puff of jealous ca- 
cc ice 3— I donde ner but is canvines you that 
yours is no other. If this is fo lucky as to 


at home, or it time enough, 
EO I on for I cannot 


affeQionate 
4 SYRENIA.” 


I perceiv'd he was in ſome dilemma on reading 
this billet ;——he paus'd a while. then faid, 


Roſſano. * My compliments to- the lady, 
and——' 
Then 


d again, and at laſt cry d, 

Rofſans, Tell her I am engag'd this day, 
& but will wait on her to-morrow.” 

Various reflections ſeem'd now rolling in the 
mind of this much abus'd lover; but I him in 
them, and contented myſelf with going the next 
morning to the field of battle, in order to fee how 
the combatants would behave ;— they were both 
fo to the time that it is hard to ſay which 
of them was firſt within the liſt. ——— 
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Leontine. * You are not deceived, fir, if your 
© name be Roſfano.” 

Roſſano. * The ſame, ſir.” 

Leontine. * Mine then is Leontine, and you 
* find me ready to maintain my pretenfions to the 
fair Syrenia.” 

Rofſano. * And I to aſſert that right which a 
long ſeries of encouraged courtſhip and mutual 
vos have given me.” 

Leontine. * This then is the way we muſt diſpute 
* the prize. 

Both thei ſwords were drawn, and 

ſuperior or better 
fortune, gave his 


, a ſlight wound in the 
fide on the firſt paſs, and on the ſecond a much 


deeper on the right arm, which occafioning a 
great effuſion of b he was obliged to drop his 
ſword, on which the other, imagining the mif- 
chief to be greater than it really proved, ſtepped 
haſtily towards him with theſe words: 2 * 
Raſſans. Sir, Though I might ex 
2 cauſe would S me om ſome ad- 
5 — — — 
to find it — > 

* beg therefore, as there — 8 


chairs 
* abroad ſo early, you will give me leave to ſup- 
port you to my lodgings, which are very near, 
and where you may have immediate aſſiſtance. 


Leontine accepted the offer, -—a furgeon was 
immediately called, and his cloaths ſtripped off 
i» cy wo have th wounds examined ;--- that on 
his ſide was not at all deep, and that on his arm 
happening only among a knot of veins, required 
little more than a tight bandage for its cure :—he 
was adviſed, however, to drink fome mull'd 
wine, and then endeavour to compoſe himſelf to 
ſleep for a few hours.-—Roſſano, with a great deal 
* re took care to ſee this 

O 3 in jue- 


him to be a man of too 

— 

| leſs 

this point, he 
on 

than the next room, ent in 

did wh 
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injunction performed, and on Leontine's requeſt- 
ing it, ſent to his lodgings for freſh cloaths and 
linen for him to put on when he ſhould _ 
As Roſſano was retiring to leave his 
that repoſe which was thought needful = they 
he ſaw a paper lying on the floor, which he took 
up, not knowing but it was ſomething belonging 
to himſelf ;— but how great was his amazement 
when he found what it contained,---this being the 
had oro verſes Syrenia had wrote on Leontine, and 
y ' been ſhook out of that gentle- 
's pocket as ” his cloaths were haſtily thrown 
3 
now, 
him from entertaining any worſe opinion of her 
conduct, than that it was the vanity incident to 
her ſex which alone had made her encourage the 
addreſſes of Leontine ; but this plain proof of her 
gave a ſudden turn to his ſentiments, 
and changed at once all the tenderneſs he ever had 
for her into contempt and hatred. 
Leontine alſo had ſome 
the ſcore of Syrenia ; 


falſhood, and began to 


in his 
incl] 


being 


fide, which - gp 
w 
to ic h he 

Leontine. * So well that I think 
© no longerthan till my man 

0 I, that I may riſe with 
© the mean time, fir, ſhould take i 
© that you would let me know 
© guilty of injuſtice to you in 
iin your billet to me you 


pt 
er 
to 
he 
er 
ts, 
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gagement; if it be ſo I was perfectly igno- 
© rant of it, and at that time imagined I had 
* ſtrong reaſons for disbelieving, ——otherwiſe 
I do affure you, fir, not all my paſſion for that 
lady ſhould have made me attempt to diſunite 
6 loves.” 

Rofſſano. * Though it may ſeem ungenerous to 
* boaſt a lady's favours, as I have no other way 
to juſtify my rath proceedings towards you, be 


1 that letter: 
ſpeaking this he nted to Leontine the 
letter he had received Syrenia the day be- 
fore, which that had no ſooner looked 
over than he cried out with the greateſt ſurprize, 

Leontine. * Good heaven — Why this was da- 
© ted but yeſterday P 

Rofſano. ©* Yes, fir, and wrote on account of 
my teſtifying ſome jealouſy on your being with 
* her the evening before but I have now 
done with that idle paſſion, and can now reſign 
* my claim with as much calmneſs as I would 
© lately have maintained it with 3 

Leontine. * Is it poſſible you can be in ear- 
© neſt” | 
 R:ſſane. * Were Syrenia more beautiful than 
© ſhe is, the enjoyment of her without her 
© heart could give no happineſs ; and had this pa- 
© per, which accidentally fell from your pocket in 
© the hurry this morning, happen'd ſooner into 


* my hands, I ſhould not have proceeded as I f 
) 


have done. 
In ſpeaking this he gave Leontine the paper he 
had up; the other immediately ſaw 


what it was, and receiving it with a ſmile made 


this reply : 

Leontine. I thank you, fir; but I affure you I 
© am not at all yain of theſe verſes, as they ſerve 
n was willing to be 
| 4 


= = hl 


double 
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© double armed, and in caſe one lover ſhould fail, 
| © to be provided with another.” 

After this they began to enter into a very free 
diſcuſſion on the conduct of Syrenia towards them 
both ; and there now appeared ſo much deceit,--- 
mean artifice, —ingratitude and perfidy, as well 
to the one as to the other, that it is hard to fay 
which of them entertained the moſt deſpicable 
notions of her : in fine, they agreed to re- 
ſent the impoſitions ſhe had practiſed on them in 
ſuch a manner as ſome of my fair — _ 
greatly ſoever they condemn Syrenia, x 
not perhaps eaſil abſolve them for n 

The ſervant of Leontine being arrived with the 
things his maſter had ordered to be brought, that 


gentleman roſe and got himſelf dreſſed, and Rot- 
ſano in the mean time employed himſelf in 

eee 
renia, 1 ans 
wrote on the cover, 


They went in two chairs to the houſe where 
Syrenia lodged, and the door being opened, ruſhed 
up ſtairs without any ce „and even into 
the dining-room where ſhe was tting.—Leontine 
was the firſt that entered; ſhe roſe to receive 
him ; but ſeeing his arm in a ſcarf, cried out, 
* See ſir, what accident has befallen 


ou 
2 © No one, madam ; I have, 
© indeed, received two flight wounds on your ac- 
count; but I bleſs the hand that gave them, ſince 
© they have been the means of curing one of a 
© more dangerous nature in my heart.” 
She had no time to aſk what he meant by theſe 
words. Roſſano was now in the room, and 


rejoined 


zuined t. 
"Ref 
anc 
« conditic 
« miſtreſs 
© have re 
* madam 
vou wil 
© rate int 
« we late 
© dreſſes, 
© you no 
Leonti 
6 what I 


— 
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rejoined to what the other had ſaid in this man- 
ner : 

Roſſano. * My heart is alſo in a pretty good 
condition too; for though I have loſt a 
* miſtreſs, I have gain'd a friend, from whom I 
have reaſon to hope more fincerity—- Y ou ſee, 
* madam, two perſons together, whom doubtleſs 
* you wiſhed to keep ſeparate, while we had — 
rate intereſts; but we have now agreed, as 
* we lately joined to perſecute you with our ad- 
dteſſes, now join in the reſolution of troubling 
* you no more.” 

Leantine. I have nothing to add, madam, to 
* what my friend has delivered, but to reſtore 
© this paper, which can be of no uſe to me, and. 
may be of ſome. to you, as change but the 
* the picture may ſuit ſome happier man.” 

Rofſans. * And I return. thoſe letters you have 
from time to time favoured me with.” 

He then laid down the packet, at the ſame time 
Leontine did the verſes, upon à table.---Syrenia 
was all this while immoveable as a ſtatue, ---ſhe 
had found from their firſt entrance that they had 
compared notes,---that ſhe was expoſed, her 
arts laid open, and her hopes irrecoverably loſt 
with both ;---fain ſhe would have ſpoke but had 
not power; and all ſhe could utter at laſt was, 

Syrenia. * Mighty well; ſo then I am to be 
© inſulted.” No. * 

Roſfſans. * madam, your | beauty 
0 3 — protection; and had your mind been 
© equal to either, neither of us, I believe, would 
© have broke his chain, or even wiſhed to regain 
that liberty we now have ſo much cauſe to tri- 
* umph-in.? 

Leontine. * Come, fir, you ſee the lady is diſ- 
* concerted,---let us leave her to meditate on this 
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adventure, it may be of ſervice in ſome future 
© one.” 

Rofſano. * With all my heart. A huſ- 
1 _ 

Leontine. * I join in the fame wiſh.--- Your ſer- 
1 — with theſe words 

T words, and I ſtaid 
not — after them, the fight of Syrenia's de- 
ſpair, how juſtly ſoever ſhe had brought it on 
herſelf, giving more pain than ſatisfaction. 


BOOK VIII. 


CHAP. I. 


ed them 


of no manner of conſequence to themſelves, or 
ſcarce to any body elſe ; while all the duties of 
religion,---all the regard for the welfare of their 
molt particular friends, —sall love of country, and 
even the deareſt intereſts of their own families, 
are totally negleQed. 

What judgment can we form of a perſon of this 
caſt, but D 
to be filled up with the firſt toy that preſents itſelt, 
and not being endow'd with a ſtrength cf reaſon 
fufficient to direct his choice, ſuffers himſelf to be 
engroſſed by ſuch things as he finds make moſt 


noiſe 


noiſe in t 
to his ow 
tion. 
Can 
man wh 
to ſollici 
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noiſe in the world, not ſuch as have moſt relation 
to his own affairs, either as to fortune or reputa- 
tion. 

Can there be a fight more farcical than for a 
man who, without any petition to prefer or ſuit 
to ſollicit ; in fine, without any call or buſineſs 
whatſoever, is continually cringing at the levee of 
a miniſter of ſtate, and when the compliments 
are paid and the circle is diſmiſſed, runs through 
the whole round of his acquaintance, reporting 
where he has been and what he has ſeen, ci- 
ouſly remarking on every nod, wink, or ſmile of 
the great man, and finding myſtery even in the 
33 or the looſe or ſtrait buttoning his 
coat 

Another, whoſe affairs at home perhaps are in- 
volved in the utmoſt perplexities, ſhall paſs the 
beſt part of his time among the jobbers in Change 
Alley, go from coffee-houſe to coffee-houſe.-— 
enquire of broker he meets with the price 
of ſtocks, in which he has no ſhare, or money to 
purchaſe any, and be more follicitous in finding 
out the uſes to which the Sinking Fund is appro- 
priated than for the means of extricating himſelf 
out of his preſent difficulties. 


to diſcover ſome latent meaning in every para- 
graph, and takes more pains to unriddle their ima- 


æni than a ſervitor at the univer- 
does to tranſlate Perſeus for a rich ſtudent 
who pays, and fathers the labour of his brain. 
Others have a taſte for building, —are ex- 
tremely curious in ornamenting the ſtructures 
cauſe to be erected with carvings, — 
ſuch like ſuperficial beauties ; but never once ex- 


: mine 


. * - 
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amine how the foundation is laid, or whether the 


outworks may not be liable to ſink very 
— a heap of —— Hors employ 
their whole cares on the breeding and well manag- 
ing their horſes, huunds, and game-cocks, leav- 
ing the education of their ſons entirely uncegard- 
ed. 


I 
with which too many, even among the higheſt 
claſs of life, ſuffer themſelves not only to be 
amuſed, but wholly taken up ;—but I think, with- 
out any danger of being accuſed of too much ſeve- 
rity, 3 juſtly ſay with Shakeſpear of ſuch 


men, 


mpoſſible is it to enumerate the various triſſes 


The earth has bubbles as the water hath, 
© And theſe are ſome of them. 


In a word, -- Muck ADO ABOUT NOTHING, 
is a play fo univerſally acted in this town, that 
one can go to very few places without being wit- 
neſs of ſome ſcenes of it. 

As inſignificant, however, as theſe may 
ſeem by the deſcription I have given of them, 
and as in effect they really are, they are yet of 
more conſequence to the publick than is general- 
believed, or than they themſelves, with all the 
k of vanity they are uſually poſſeſſed of, are 
capable of imagining ; --- this, tho” it may be 
thought a paradox, will be eaſy for me to make 
appear, as thus: | 
Theſe unjudging creatures, for I have 
proved them to be ſuch, are thy made the 
tools by which evil and deſigning men faſhion 
out their ends: when thoſe in power have 
thing on foot, from which they find it neceſſary 
to divert the attention of the nation, it is but 
throwing out ſome whiſper, though of ey 

* 2 
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abſurd and ridiculous a nature, among the people 
I am ſpeaking of, and they will immediately ring 
it in the ears of the populace *till it becomes the 
cry, and argument that truth and reaſon 
can alledge is d with the noiſe. 

It was doubtleſs by this 3822 chiefly that 
Oliver Cromwell and his ſubtle agents accom- 
pliſh'd the dreadful work of murder and 
tion; and there have been ſome inſtances, of a 
= more modern date, which have ſhewn how 

this ſpirit of enthuſiaſm hus been able to bring 
about the moſt aſtoniſhing as well as moſt pernt- 
cious events; events which all men 
and faithful patriots have beheld with horror and 
deteſtation, though unable to repel the impetuous 
torrent of a blind, bigotted, and miſtaken zeal :— 
events which we are willing to flatter ourſelves 
will no more ſpread diſtraction and devaſtation 

theſe kingdoms. 

A late moſt excellent poet ſeems, 


Who knows but we may fee again what once 


ama d we faw, 
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as alſo the moſt ridiculous and idle ſtories, invent- 
ed and calculated by men of more thinking heads, 
to amuſe and divert the attention of the public 
from what moſt demands its 

A glaring inſtance of this latter kind now takes 
up the town, all mouths are full of it, all 
ears are to it; but it a to me that 
there are eyes clear enough to diſcern the ſe- 

cret ground-work of this mountain of abſurdities, 
— what motive it was erected. 

I think it not my province, — — nor ſhall 
preſume to inform the judgmen one in this 
but ſhall only relate a — — to 
witneſs of, which every one is at liberty to deſ- 
cant upon as he ſhall think proper. 

Being one day on the other fide of the Royal- 
Exchange, where ſome buſineſs I had there being 
diſpatch d ſooner than I expected, it came into 
my head to call in at a certain celebrated coffee 
houſe, which I had been told was frequented by a 

great number of the moſt eminent and wealthy ci- 
tizens ;, but as I had no acquaintance with them, 
and ſome other more ſubſtantial reaſons for not 


appearing in propria perſona, I choſe to go in my 
Inviſible capacity. 
ſtepp'dinto the firſt 


Purſuant to this reſolution I 
obſcure alley I could find, and there girded on m 
precious Belt, which, as well as my Tablets, I 
ſeldom went out without a ii, ad on 
haſted to the place I mentioned. 

I found the room very full of company, moſt 
of whom were of that ſe& of diſſenters from the 
eſtabliſhed church which are under the denomina- 
tion of Preſbyterians ;—I would not here be un- 
derſtood to mean any thing in ridicule of thoſe 
for I love and revere every man of 


gentlemen 
real and ache: hat 
virtue and good ſenſe, what perſua- 
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How far the perſons I have juſt now occaſion to 
ſpeak of anſwer to either of theſe characters I will 
not pretend to fay,—let their own words 
I ſhall, according to the phraſe of the inſpired 
ery port A eas 
not with my li to proceed, 

Three or » Who I afterwards perceived 
were leading men among the fanQified tribe, 
were m a very warm diſpute with a gen- 
tleman who endeavoured, with a deal of 
ſpirit, to expoſe the groſs abſurdities and falſhood 
of a cauſe they took upon them to maintain, and 
with a kind of magiſterial air attempted to enforce 
the belief of in others. 

The odds appeared to me at firſt, I confeſs, to 
de a little ungenerous; but I was the more 
ſtrengthen'd in this opinion when I heard the man- 
ner in which they delivered their arguments, and 
that were urged in favour of one of the moſt pre- 

and ridiculous complaints that ever en- 
fer faying this, — to add, i 
—after ſaying Wee 
utterly unacquainted with the names either of 
thoſe who defended the cauſe of the latter, or of 
bim who treated it with contempt, I ſhall diſtin- 
guiſh the one by that of Aſſertors, and the other 
by that of Opponent. 

The converſation which paſs'd on both ſides, 
after I had got a convenient place to poſt myſelf, 
and had ſpread my Tablets, I ſhall give the public 
a faithful tranſcriptof, as taken from thoſe unerring 
teſtimonies, and was as the reader will find under- 


written. 

Fir ertor. © T am furpriſed, 
* Fac « e 
© of innocence and virtue in diftreſs.” 
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Second Aſertor. * Tis barbarous, tis cruel.— 
Where ſhall we find an object of n if 
© Betty Canning is not one We know her, fir, 
© —know her to be pure and unpolluted.“ 
Third Ajfſertor .* Ay,—She is of our con 
* on,--has 4 been a diligent frequenter ts 
6 houſe, and fervent in her devotions.” 
Opponent. © So becauſe ſhe is of your congre- 
- * 
and pious ;— the lambs of your flock never go 
© aſtray ;—but I forbear to make any reflection 
* on this ſcore, and ſhall only ſay, I never ſhall 
* give credit to a ſtory ſo full of inconſiſtencies and 
improbabilities as this which has been forged by 
2 — 
ad; 7 ertar. Sir, there is no reaſoning againſt 
6 has ſworn to the truth of it before a 
c 


and that magiſtrate has teſtified his 
© belief of it. 


Oppanent. * Yes, the ſtory ſhe told was ro- 
mantic, it ſuited his taſte, —he thought it 
© might be a proper ſubje& to work up into a 
Farce or Puppet-ſhew, fo was willing to pro- 
2 of it.“ 1 
* ſſertor. ſpite | 
nl and I doubt not but the 
impoſition will be fully laid open by another 
© magiſtrate, ſuperior in every degree to him 


gipſey, fuch as Mary Squ and known 
As wires z A 

12 — ſuch as mo- 

© ther Wells.“ Fn 
Second Aſſertor. © Oh'tisan abomination to all 
© good men, and every word in favour of thoſe 
* vile wretches ſmells rankly of the breath of the 
Opponent 


© old ſerpent.” 
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Fore. 
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Opponent. * Gentlemen, I have nothing to al- 
* ledge in defence of theſe creatures; but that 
© however guilty they may have been, or conti- 
nue to be, in other reſpects, they are entirely 
innocent in this they are now accuſed of.” 

Firſt Aſſertor. * No, no, tis impoſſible.? 

Oppenent. * Saying a thing does not prove it 
to be ſo;— but give me leave only to offer a 
few queries, in relation to ſome of the many 
* inconſiſtencies in the tale told by that idle wench, 
Betty Canning,” 
Second Aſſertor. * Do fo, e ſhall know 
© how to anſwer them.” 

Opponent. Firſt then, — ſuppoſing her to have 
© been robb'd in the manner ſhe pretends by two 
© rufhans, —— what could induce fellows who 


© of other booty and loſe their time in dragging 
© her into the country, only to throw her into the 
© houſe, and then leave her there ; for ſhe does 
, accuſe them of making any attempt upon 
. 


highly 
c they might be fee d by mother Wells 
© to bring the firſt young woman they could meet 
* with to her houſe, in order to be made a ſacrifice 
: mercenary views, and the luſt of fome 
c * 


Opponent. Then they would certainly have 
choſe an object of a more tempting aſpect, or 
would have deſerved little for their pains ;—but 
let that paſs. If it were as you imagine. 
would any woman, who it is ſaid has long been 
ice in the ſeducing trade, have behaved 
prey brought into her clutches in the 
did to Betty Canning ?—— Would 
the not rather have ſood d the frighted maid,— 

Ig- 


- uy — 
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© reviv'd her drooping ſpirits with good eating 
* and —— her fine cloaths, and 
© then introduced ſome man to her, who might 
© have allured her to the fin ſhe aim'd to make her 
* guilty of ?——Surely the way to tempt her to 
© be a proſtitute was not to lock her up alone in a 
wild deſolate room, without a bed to lie upon, 
or any other refreſhment than a little bread and 
© water;—ſuch uſage, one mult think, was intend- 
ed to mortify, not excite a carnal inclination.” 
Nin Aﬀertor. Sir, I am grieved, — greatly 


- ſpirit, to find & ian of cs 
« Fees of virwe—T tell you, fir, that the cou- 
© rage and reſolution of ths | virgin ſtruck 


pious 
© ſuch an awe into the minds of thoſe profligate 
| among, that they had 


© helpleſs i 

Opponent. Very ex 
I why did rhe fling in remain fo 
the roof of ſuch abandon'd crea- 
= ce all accounts agree that in three da 
nay in three hours after her confinement, 
had the ſame ity of making der allege 
as at the time ſhe pretends to affect it? 
Second Afſertor. * Her Eyes were not open to 
© the means of her deliverance till that bleſſed 
< moment ;——it was ordained ſhe ſhould under- 


gentlemen, theſe argu- 
6 ments will never be ſwallow'd any where but in 
© a conventicle.” 


te 


Betty Conley cant who, if he had 


The Inviſible S v v. 307 
Opponent. How, fir l 
The Opponent was fo much incens'd at theſe 
words, that he ſtarted from his ſeat, and was a- 
bout to reply with his fiſt, but ſome of the more 
moderate part of the company interpoſed, and 
prevented the miſchief that might otherwiſe have 
enſued :——by their perſuaſions he ſat down again, 
and the diſpute would doubtleſs have been re- 
new'd, it may be with r vehemence than 
before, if a drawer from a neighbouring tavern 
had not luckily come and told him that two gen- 
tlemen, w names he mentioned, deſired to 
ſpeak with him; on which he went away, per- 
haps to the ſatisfaction of the aſſertors of 
ſtaid and 
continued his queries, might probably have been 
a little puzzled to find anſwers to them. 

During the debate I have WN 
one in the room kept a profound ſilence; at 
terwards the converſation became 
ral other ſubjects were ſtarted by particular per- 
ſons, but they were not liſten'd to,—the majority 
ſeem'd to have their heads fo full of Betty Canning 
that they could ſcarce think or ſpeak of any thing 
beſide :>——'tis true, indeed, they did not all give 
credit to her ſtory, yet the poſitiveneſs with which 
they heard it d made the leaſt credulous di- 
vided in their thoughts, and afraid to paſs a judg- 
ment either on the one or the other fide of the 
queſtion. 

The reader will doubtleſs naturally that 
it was impoſſible for me to live in the world, and 
have any acquaintance in it, without having 
long before I came to this place, much 
talk of Elizabeth Canning, —her pitiful diſtreſs, 
all the other prodigies of that amazing wy 

is 


0 
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308 The Invifible S Þ v. 


Tis true, indeed, I was a ſtranger to no part of 
it; but then my converſation being chiefly a- 
mong the gay part of the town, I was not much 
furpriſed that people who can find very little to 
employ their thoughts ſhould be fond of a tale 
which had ſo much of the marvelous in it; 

as children, before they arrive at years ca- 

pable of being inſtructed in more ſolid matters, 

ten with pleafure to their nurſes ſtories of giants, 

————— and enchanted caſtles, as ſuch I 

regarded all they ſaid, and thought no — 
It. 


But when I heard grave citizens, — men of 
buſineſs, of a ſedate deportment and good un- 
derſtanding in other things, argue with ſerious 
countenances on ſuch a heap of wild abſurdities, 
I cannot ſay whether my aſtoniſhment or indigna- 
tion had moſt dominion over my faculties ; but 
this I know, that both together deſtroy d all the 
little ſtock of patience I am maſter of, and would 
not ſuffer me to ſtay any longer to liſten to thoſe 
inſignificant debates which I found were likely to 
continue among this company. 


CHAP. IL 


Relates ſome farther incidents of a pretty particular 
nature, which fell under the Author”*s obſervation 
in the ſame evening's Inviſible progreſſion. 


I had juſt come from being witneſs 
rais'd in me, being ſomewhat 


But I | 
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But I found that the remains of my ill- humour 
were not to be fo ſoon diſſipated as I had imagin- 
ed. Here was indeed a vaſt deal of company, 
——clerks in publick offices, —lawyers,— 
phyſicians, —tradeſmen, and ſome few divines, 
compoſed the promiſcuous aſſembly ; but all were 
engag'd on the ſame dirty draggle-tail ſubject, as 
- — oy wy = juſtly terms it, the names 

ing, the Gipſey, and mother Wells, 
ww wes & from each +> of the crouded 
room, and the cauſe ing between 
theſe creatures made the whole converſation at 


places; but ſo deform'd with 
ſcarce be known for what it was ;——amix'd rabble 
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though I doubted not but the fellow had been guilty 
of ſome atrocious crime ;—but I was ſoon unde- 
ceived in this point, and let into the whole affair. 
A tradeſman who happen'd to be ſtanding at 
—— 1 to the place where I 
had taken ſhelter, ſtepp'd forward and aſk'd what 
was the matter, and by what accident the poor 
man on the bier was reduced to that condition he 
ſaw him in 5—»— on this ſeveral of the mob ga- 
ther'd about him, and anſwer'd his interrogatories 
in theſe terms : 


0 > Ap6, "Toe md matter if ke had 


© been kil'd 


had not all at once fallen upon him 
and beat the words down his throat.” 


2 
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ventured into a third ; but the motive which ex- 
cited me to do fo was this : 

As I was g by I perceived thro? the win- 
dows, for the candles within were lighted 
up, ſeveral gentlemen with news-papers before 
them, on which they ſeem'd to be diſcourſing 
with each other with a great deal of ſeriouſneſs 
_—_— _——_— - 
ſion for knowing the affairs of the world, of 


gentlemen, moſt of whom were ſome way or o- 
ther concern'd in the Britiſh Herring- ; 
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more or lefs natural to all mankind, that of be- 
ing moſt eager to explore what is hid from us 
with moſt care. 

I obſerved at a little table, which was placed at 
one corner of the room, a good diftance from the 
others, two elderly perſons, who ſeem'd very 
earneſt in diſcourſe on fome 1 t and ſecret 
affair: by the winks, the nods, and other ſig- 
nificant which accompanied 2 
of their lips, I doubted not but that they w 
— politicians, and were diſcuſſing — 
tranſaction of the cabinet. 

"Their heads were pretty cloſe together, and 
they ſpoke in ſo low a voice as to render it i ; 
ſible to be heard by any one except by each o- 
ther; but this precaution had no effi 
when once my wonderful Tablets were diſplay 
which had this excellent property of een 
the impreſſion of whatever was faid within 
ices Yr, hugh wr in th ok 
ſoft whiſper. 

On my near to them they ſeemed a 
little impatient for the coming of a perſon who 
2 and who — — 

01. II. — 
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as ſoon as he had ſeated himſelf, the follow - 
ing dialogue enſued : 

Firſt Man. * Oh, mr. Slycraft, I am glad you 
6 = beginning to think you 
* ng 

Shcraft. I am ſomewhat beyond my hour, in- 
© deed ; but I aſſure you nothing could have 
© made me ſo but the good of the Ss 

Second Man. Your zeal and diligence are not 
© to be doubted ;— but let us hear what ſucceſs 
© have your endeavours met with.” 

Shcraft. * Truly not ſo much as I hoped ; 
.< I do not think there is a more difficult thing in 
© the world than getting people to ſubſcribe ; 
© have been half the town over and have been 
© able to procure no more than three.” 

Firft Man. Then I hope they are fat ones.” 

Shcraft. © Pretty well, as times go ;—Credu- 
8 : has fot his nome for twen- 


* Man. Very handſome; ſi ve or 
* fix hundred ſuch as hs would do the buſineſs.” 

—_— Aye, but where ſhall we find 
© them?” 

Second Man. Well, but who are the others? 

Shcraft. * Why there i is mr. Nathaniel Vain- 
* good,---twelve eas. 

Firſt Man. We muſt take the will for the 
© deed ; — — above ſixty or ſeventy 
6 pounds a to live u 

Shcraft. 7 Then there is mr. Simon Gooſly, 
© the haberdaſher, ten guineas, but has pro- 
© miſed to prevail on ſome friends of his to ſet 


© their names very 1— 
Second Man. I dare ſay he will do all he can 
ſeen mrs. Waver? 


But have 
Shcraft. * Yes, but ſhe ſtill defires a little 
© more time to conſider ;———ſays, ſhe will en- 


© quire 
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ire farther into the affair, and hear what her 
think of it; and all I could get from her 
© was an aſſurance, that if ſhe found it proper to 
* ſubſcribe at all, ſhe would not ſet her name for 
© leſs than an hundred pi | 
Firſi Man. Then we may be pretty certain 
© of her; for I know ſhe will be directed by mr. 
E Cantwell, the Nonconformiſt preacher, who 
© labours all he can to promote the cauſe in que 
© ſhon.” 
Second Man. © Have you found an oppor- 
' with the Orator ? 
craft. * | was with him above an hour, and 
L ee fg orgy ry 
© find his account in it, he gave me his word and 
5 till his cha- 
bel ecchoes in favour of the 
Firſt Man. That is well; | engines muſt 
© be ſet to work, or the town will grow cool on 
© this buſineſs, and begin to renew their clamour - 
* againſt Naturalization of the Jews and Clande- 
* {tine bills the ſpirit of the people 
© will have vent on ſomething or another, and 
* you know it behoves us to keep them lent on 
© thoſe ſcores, — nothing ever did it more eſfectu- 
ally than this we are upon ;— but it muſt be 
© kept up for a time :---I could wiſh, methinks, 
© we had the Weſtleys on our fide.” 
M.. pf Wy 
* now grown too rich to accept 722 
* ty; and I much queſtion whether their exhor- 
* tations would anſwer the expence.” 
Shycraft. * I am of your opinion : beſides, 
© you know there is a perſon who can influence 
© their congregations as much as any thing they 
can hear from the pulpit.--- But I will tell you 
* what I have done — CIT n 
2 , - 
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clergyman of the eſtahliſhed church to write a 
E ee 


Firſt: Man. © A of the eſtabliſhed 
© church employ his pen in behalf of ſuch a 
© cauſe !---Prithee, Sham, how didſt thou work 
© upon him ? it muſt certainly be by ſome very 
07 method.” 2 e ee eee 


WK „„ „ 


Hitherto things go pretty ſwim- 
c ſide. But let me fee the ſub- 
5 AI have received five gui 
© today from mr. Obadiah Prim, and muſt inſert 
© his name. 


at the loſs, as *tis pro- 
der will be, to know what all 
in whoſe favour, or on what ac- 
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ALrsr of thoſe worthy Perſons 
wH'o 
Have ſubſcribed to the relief 
O F 


ELIZABETH CANNING. 


| The windes einJerwritien in this 
numerous to be inferted,-—-I ſhall t 
ſay, that the ſum of what was rais'd by their ſub- 
ſcription amounted to little leſs than a thouſand 
pounds ;---Monitrous abuſe of charity !--- Prepo- 
ſterous benevolence l which will hereafter reflect 
more ſhame than honour on the beſtowers. 
My aſtoniſhment was greater than I can ex- 
; but Thad not then time to 1 t. 
book being returned to mr. Sl , he ad- 

dreffed his companions in theſe terms : 
| © You know, gentlemen, that tho” 
it is highly neceſſary a ſum of money ſhould be 
© raiſed for this girl, to prevent her ſqueaking, as 
* Virtue Hall has done, yet the intent of thoſe 
© who ſet us to work was not to make her fortune, 
© but by the of the ſhe tells tk 
© amuſe the populace, and divert their attention 
* from thoſe things which they ought not to be 
* too well acquainted with.? 

Firſt Man. Very true; and I think it anſwers 
© the end.” 

Second Man. * Aye, and much better than could 
© de ex 

Shcraft. * It has indeed ; but I have been 
© thinking of ways and means to make it do fo 
yet more; — ſuppoſe we advertiſe this ſub- 
EY * ſcription 
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22 in the public papers ; —T have drawn 

for that purpoſe, which I ſhould 

6 be glad to have your approbation of? 
3 By all means; — pray let us fee 


Mr. Slycraft then took a ſmall piece of paper 
out of his pocket and read theſe lines : 

Shycraft. * Whereas many well-diſpoſed and 
« compaſhonate perſons, in regard to the ſevere 
4 diſtreſſes, cruel] uſage, wonderful preſervation, 
« and miraculous eſcape of that chaſte maid Eli- 
% Zabeth Canning, are inclined to contribute to- 
«© wards her future relief, all fuch are deſired to 
0 ſend what ſums they | ſhall think fit to beſtow to 
2 the follow places: 

Shcraft. * We ſhall eaſily find ſhops and cof- 
© fee-houſes where the money be received, 
© if any ſhall be ſent, — s there will by 
© ſeveral perſons who we have not an opportunity 
© to addreſs. But that is the leaſt part of the 
© buſineſs ;—theſe advertiſements will reach the 
© country,—the people there will be curious to 
© know the ſtory, which they ſhall be informed 
© of, by ballads and penny books ſent down to 
© them.---What do you think of it? 

Firſt Man. As of the moſt excellent ſtrata- 

« gemlever heard of in my lite.” 
Second Man. It is certainly a thought; — 
© the innocent country people will be quite alarm- 
oung men will talk of nothing but 


© brance of what has been done by their ſuperiors 
© will be buriedin oblivion, and elections may go 
© how they will” 


Sheraft 


ſtruck : 
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Slycraft. © I wrote the advertiſement in a hur- 
© ry,—juſt as the thought ſtarted into my head. — 
© I am ſenſible it will admit of ſome emendati- 
ons. Suppoſe we adjourn to a tavern, where 
* we may conſult farther upon it with more — 
© vacy than here? 

Firſt Man. With all my heart.” 

Second Man. And mine, as all our e 
© on this occaſion are ſure to be reimburſed.” 

Theſe brethren in iniquity went out of the cof- 
fee-houſe as the laſt repeated words were ſpoken, 
and I had not the leaſt inclination to follow them, 
nor to hear what farther contrivances would be 
formed to impoſe on the credulous, infatuated, . 
deluded multitude :--- indeed I was fo thunder- 
ſtruck at what I had already been witneſs of, that L 
+ could ſcarce forbear — into exclemations, 
which if uttered an unſeen mouth muſt needs 


ly withdrew, deſigning to attempt no future dif- 
coveries that night. 


The mean artifices which I found ſome men, 
miſcalled the great, make no ſcruple of putting in 
practice to gain their ends, filled me with an equal 
ſhare of indignation and contempt; but when 
F reflected how I had juſt now ſeen charity, the no- 
bleſt of all virtues, perverted and proſtituted to re- 
ward infamy and vileneſs, it ſtruck me with a 
horror which forced from me theſe or the like 
words : 

© Good God! faid I to myſelf, in an 
© when numberleſs, nameleſs miſeries AJ 
© when all our oriſons labour with the weight of 
© wretches confined within their walls, many for 
© ſmall debts which their neceſſities obliged them 
© to contract, and ſome by unjuſt and malicious 


© proſecutions, —while every pariſh, nay almoſt 
P 4 * every 
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* every ſtreet, affords ol jets of real diſtreſs, 

© while the remains of the moſt antient and ho- 
© nourable families are reduced by the fatal South- 
© Sea ſcheme, andother more latent public cala- 
* mities, to the extreameſt want, ſhall all theſe, 


© or any of theſe, ſend unavailin petitions to 
© hate from whom they maigh G 


© nations which the as little knows how to make a 


proper uſe of as to deſerve |! a girl, who if 
© ſhe had really ſuffered all ſhe pretends to have 
© done, would indeed have had a claim to j 

© againſt thoſe who had her, but none 
* to the bounties ſo laviſhly beſtowed upon her.” 

Theſe kind of meditations would doubtleſs have 
accompanied me to my 4 door, if they had 
aa been hays rrupted, as well as my courſe to- 
; home, by an an unexpected accident, which 
þ wag reader 


faithfully related in the ſuc- 
ceeding chapter. 
CHAP. III. 


it appears ta be no more than a continuation 


the ſame 22 it pre the 
tunce to the public EDEN 


laft foregoing chapters. 


HE human heart is liable to many bad pro- 
penſities, which if not timely corrected by 
reaſon ſhoot forth into and vices; 
ut of theſe there are two ſorts, — 
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ample, and rooted in us by cuſtom, which is a ſe- 
cond nature. | 

Thoſe born with us, as the indulging them is 
attended with ſome pleaſure, urge in their de- 
fence the unconquerable defire of gratifying the 
ſenſes :-—-the luſtful man pleads the warmth of his 
conſtitution, and the ſtrong allurements of beau- 
ty ;---the ſoul of the ambitious triumphs and exults 
on every degree of power he gains over his fel- 
low-creatures ; ---the miſer thinks himſelf happy 
in counting over his bags, and being maſter of a 
thing that will purchaſe all things elſe ;---and the 

- epicure feels no care, no forrow, while he is 

emptying the full-chagged goblet, and pallating 
the delicious viand. | | 

But what has the blaſphemer, --- the profane 
ſwearer, or the gameſter to alledge in his vindicati- 
on; - theſe are crimes in which nature has no 
part, nor are the ſenſes any way concerned in 
them, as they neither excite nor feel any fatis- 
faction in them ;---one might therefore be apt to 
imagine, that men thus guilty ſinned merely for 
the ſake of finning ;---but I will not allow myſelf 
to think that there are many ſo impudently daring, 
--2 few diſtinguiſhed perſons will ſerve to bring up 
a mode, and every one knows that at preſent an 
indiſcriminate imitation is the reigning folly of the 
Engliſh nation. | 

Theſe were reflections which occur'd to me 
after I came home, as I was about to tranſcribe 
the remaining part of my evening's progreſs out 
of my precious Tablets : --- I had fome farther 
thoughts oa the occaſion, but as they might ſeem 
more proper for the pulpit than to be inſerted in 
a work of this nature,. I ſhall add no more, but 

proceed to the narrative of that adventure which 

gave riſe to them. 


P5 As 
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As I was paſſing in my way home, through a 
ſtreet of no very good repute, two perſons from a 
little narrow alley bolted haſtily upon me, to the 


no ſmall danger of my Inviſibilityſhip, if an agi- 


lity not very common with me not that in- 
ſtant enabled me to give a ſudden ſpring, by 
— ruſh I muſt iſe have re- 
ceiv 


They went on before me ;--.the night was ex- 
tremely dark,---neither moon nor ſtars to aſſiſt the 
viſual ray ; but by the help of ſome candles 
burning in a ſhop not yet ſhut up, I diſtinguiſhed 
that the one was dreſſed, and had 
much the appearanceof a man of faſhion ; and 
that the other was a fellow I had often ſeen on 
many occaſions, and whoſe character I was per- 
fectly acquainted with. 

Scarce is there a greater villain to be found in 
low-life ;---I fay in low- life, becauſe ſhould any 
pe in authority, or dignified with titles, which 

forbid, ever a in this nation, to de- 
ſerve ſuch black denominations, their crimes 
would, like their ranks, be diſtinguiſhed, and ſe- 
perior to thoſe which the reſt of mankind have 
the power to put in practice, and though placed 
in an orb too high to be reached by the juſt ven- 
geance of their ed fellow-creatures, would 
doubtleſs incur what mr. Addiſon makes Cato 
132 ſay in relation to Julius Cæſar, on 
is endeavouring to ſubvert the old Roman conſti- 
tution, and become abſolute and perpetual Dicta- 
tor : 


Sure there are bolts in the right hand of Jove, 
© Red with uncommon wrath to blaſt the Man 
* Who owes his greatneſs to his country's ruin.” 
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But to return to my little knave. The 
wretch is now called mr. Makeplea, ——he was 
formerly ſervant to a lawyer whom I employed in 
ſeveral Fairs I had the misfortune to be engaged 
in „living with that gentleman a conſider- 
able time he picked up ſome ſcraps of law, 
and all the terms and phraſes of that abſtruſe ſci- 
ence by rote, knew how to take out a writ, 
ſet an officer to work, fill up a bail-bond, and pro- 
cure evidences in a dubious cauſe —With this 
fund he had the impudence, after his maſter's 
death, to pretend he had been his clerk, got 
himſelt entered as an attorney, and has ever hinge 
practis'd as ſuch. 

His ſole buſineſs, however, as may be eafily 
ſuppoſed, has always been among the very mean- 
eſt ſort of people, fomenting litigious quarrels, 
and then making them up, after having drained 
the purſes on both ſides: tallymen and uſurers, 
_ to get in their weekly payments or to juſti- 
their extortions, and harlots to revenge them- 

Ives by law on thoſe who called their honeſty in 
queſtion, were the chief of his clients, and 
the beſt of thoſe with whom he is accuſtomed to 


converſe, the greateſt part of his acquaintance. 


being bailiffs and their followers. 

I could not therefore av being very much 
ama⁊ d on ſeeing him in the company I now did; 
but my wonder foon ceas'd on hearing, as I was 
cloſe at their heels, the following diſcourſe be- 
tween them: 

Makeplea. It is very lucky, mr. Coaxum, that 
© I happened to be at home when you came ;— 
© there are ſome of the profeſſion who would 
© have ſcrupled to undertake this buſineſs ;—— 


©. but for my part, I ain always ready to venture 


© eve;y thing to ſerve my friends. 


Coaxum. . 
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— Gaxum. * My dear you never loſt 
thing, nor ever ſhall, by our fraternity ;— 
C w there are ſome who will ſneak their 
0 * the collar and leave their lawyer in 


. © the lurch.“ 


Makeplea. © Aye faith, I narrowly eſcaped the 
5 pilury once j——s vite Gags who, after I had 

© procured him three evidences, pretended a pa- 
© nic in his conſcience, threw up his cauſe, and 
« ſuffered himſelf to be — 

Cnarum. © You know we ſcorn ſuch doings 3 
and I can tell you this will be a pretty good j 
to you; we 5 
en hundred pieces before * 

© credit, ſo that there is enough in bank to make 


. © you a handſome preſent for your trouble.” 


— Well, but concerning this reverſion, 
4 hope he has loſt enough to give an air of 
« juſtice chat is, 2 quantum ſuffici 

. over his eſtate —— 


of a thouſand pounds. 
© beſides a watch and a fine diamond ring, 
* which he ſeems to ſet a high value 
© the two laſt Count Cogdy has agreed 


regard his dirty arces,---the — 
is What we want, and he may pay the mo- 
ut of his wite's fortune, and be clear of us 


Makeplea. 
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- Makeplea. © Oh, then it will be a ra- 
ther than a fale.Who are with him ?” 


Coaxum. Only Count Cogdy, 
. 


hands.“ 


; 


Lf 
7 


j 


jr 
A 


the room humming an old tune; a gentleman, 
I had not yet heard, had thrown 
ki two chairs with all the tokens of 
ſpair about him ; Tom Wheadle ſtood near 1 
im, as we came in was endeavouring to give him | 
ſome conſolation, in theſe terms : U 
Tom Wheadle. * Prithee, dear Clerimont, do £ 
© not be thus diſconcerted,---I have loſt as much 
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Clerimont made no anſwer, nor ſeemed to re- 
what he faid, *till hearing the name of 
akeplea, and Count Cogdy beginning to inſtruct 
him in the buſineſs he was to do, that unfortu- 
nate gentleman ſtarted up at once from the po- 
ſture he had been in, and ſtaring ſomewhat 
wildly in the face of Makeplea, cryed to him, 

Clerimont. * Are you the fiend who is to con- 
© vey my ſoul, that is, my eſtate, into the regi- 
© ons of eternal darkneſs, whence it can never, 
D- never more return l' 

Makeplea. * What do you mean, fir l' 

Count Cogdy. * The gentleman is only a little 
© out of humour.---Faith, mr. Clerimont, you 
do not do well to behave in this faſhion you 
© have loſt ſome money, indeed, but you have 
© loſt it fairly; ---I never take an advantage of 
any man, and ſhall be ready to give you your 
revenge at any time.” 

þ Hazard. Aye, I will ſay that for the 
0 nt, that he ſcorns a mean thing.“ 

Count Cugdy. I believe there is not a more un- 
© lucky fellow at play in the world than myſelf 
© though I have happened to win to night ;--— 
« yet, as I ſaid before, I am ready to give mr. 
« Clerimont an opportunity of retrieving all he 
© has loſt whenever he pleaſes :---for my part, I 
* would ſtake all I am worth againſt a pairof ſhoe- 
© buckles, rather than any gentleman ſhould think 
I unpos'd upon him.“ 

Coaxum. * No, no,—you are above any ſuch 
© thing.” | 

Fack Hazard. * We all know that.” 

Makeplea. * Come, come, gentlemen,—this is 
doing nothing,-- all loſs of time, and every 
moment ine is precious; there are two 

— N _ noblemen 
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© noblemen now for me at the Garter ta- 
© yern pray proceed to the buſineſs ; let me 
© know how the deeds I have brought with me 
7 * ately 

Count Cogdy will t immed 3— 
© but firſt n 
* Here, fir, are the watch and ring you ſtak'd, 
© the value of which, you know, is ed to the 
© other ſums.” 


Count went on repeating to Makeplea the fub- 
ftance of what he was to write : ---the latter, at 


the end of every article, demanded of Clerimont 
* he agreed to it ;--to which he ſullenly re- 
8 © I do ;---I ſee no other remedy.” 

The lawyer having diſpatched his part, 
mont was defired to execute,---that is, to fign 
and feal ; ---he did both, but with ſuch a trem- 
bling hand and viſible diſtraction of mind that my 
— bled for him. In delivering the writings to 
the Count be ſaid, 

Clerimont. © There, fir, pal ſuppoſe this is all 
6 on required of me,---and I may now de- 
6 part 7 


© and a bird together, to ſhew we are ftill good 
© friends.* 
Fack Hazard. Aye, and each of us a wench 
© too ;---I know where there is a covey of as 
© young, pretty, plump patridges as any in Co- 


© vent 
Clerimont. * Rot your bottle and your bird and 
© your wenches; — I have done with them, and 
you, and the whole worlg for ever.” Fa 


CountCogdy. © No, no,---we muſt have a bottle 


— 
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In ſpeaking theſe words he ſnatched up his 


ſword and hat. and was about to go out of the 


room ; but they all laid hold of him, crying at 
the ſame time, | 
Count Cogdy. * Nay, Clerimont, you muſt not 


© leave us in this humour upon my ſoul no 


© man withes better than myſelf.” 
Fm Wheadle, + 3 


ſo.” 
He made not the leaſt anſwer to all this, nor 
ſeemed in the leaſt affected with their pretended 


Le traverſe the 


ſtand quite ſtill and motionlefs as a ſta- 
it was well that the darkneſs of the 
befriended him, otherwiſe whoever had met 


have taken him to be mad. 


In 


; coming that 1 
head, 2 


eiern 
of this friendly element, may all my follies 
——— be hid for ever from the talking 
I feared nothing leſs would enſue, than that I 
tly attempt to do as. his 
— I therefore drew as near to 
to t ſo ſad an ef- 
N 

— py prot of pe 
nd 12 ſnatched from his 
ſible hand, he would doubtleſs 
preſervation owing to the in- 


But how he would have ated on ſuch an odd 
occaſion is uncertain ; for after a pauſe, and dif- 
ing himfelf of ſome few ſighs, he ſtarted 

from the 


he had been in, and cry d, 
Clerimont, © No,—it muſt not be 3 —— I have 
© ſome buſineſs ſtill for life, revenge on the curſt 
© cheat, the villain that has undone me.— Love 
* too, demands ſomething from me ;— but by 


« what means I ſhall repay that mighty debe 1 
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* know not.— Oh Charlotte Charlotte! —on 
© how loſt a wretch haſt thou beſtowed thy 
© heart 
Theſe words were uttered with a groan which 
ſeemed to cleave his breaſt, and were the laſt I 
heard from him at that time :—he turned back, 
and went haſtily to the houſe where he had firſt 
the door was opened on his knocking, 
and too ſuddenly ſhut again for me to have enter- 
ed with him if I had intended to do fo; but the 
variety of accidents preſented to me in this even- 


ing's ramble had ſufficiently filled my 
head, and made me glad to retire to my repoſe. 
CHAP. IV. | 


Relates ſome paſſages which, if the Author is net 
very much miflaken in bis conjeftures, will draw 
Agb. of compaſſion from many a tender beart of 
beth 


fexes. 


"I nee ng in running over in my 
mind the detail of the tranſanQtions of the 
evening before, the vexation I had received on the 
ſcore of Betty Canning very much ſubſided, and 
L looked upon the whole thing as below a ſerious 
confideration;—I could not help, indeed, retaining 
fome concern that the people of England ſhould 
be ſo infatuated as to ſuffer their thoughts to be 
led aſtray and alienated from affairs of the great- 
eſt conſequence by ſuch an idle v but as I 
doubted not but that the impoſition had been 
guilty of would be detected, though her abettors 
migit perhaps find means to ſcreen her perſon 
from the pumſhment, I became more eaſy, and 
reſolved to baniſh as much as poſſible all remem- 
brance of it. . 
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But my ideas were widely different in regard to 
poor Clerimont ;—as much a ſtranger as he was 
to me I was convinced, by what I had feen and 
heard, that as he had no ſtock of ready money to 
prevent the mortgage he had made of his rever- 
ſion, fo I was equally aſſured, by his deſpair, that 
he had no viſible means of raiſing a ſum ſufficient 
to redeem it. His calling on the name of 
Charlotte with ſo much vehemence made me alfo 
not doubt but that he had fome tender attachment, 
which he fear'd would be broke through by what 
he had done. | 

Though I know no vice for which I have a more 
real contempt than the love of gaming, yet the 
age of this gentleman, which could not exceed 
above two or three and twenty, ſeem'd to me a 
very moving plea in his behalf, and the graces of 
his mein and aſpect ſo much intereſted me in his 
favour, that I lefs blamed his inadvertency than 
compaſſionated the misfortune it had brought him 
into. I 

In fine, — his perſon and his ſufferings had made 
a very ſtrong impreſſion on me ;——he was the 
firſt object of my waking thoughts, and my im- 
patience to he better acquainted with his circum- 
ſtances obliged me to leave my bed fome hours be- 
fore the time in which I was accuſtomed to do fo ; 
I roſe in a hurry, —— tranſcribed what I 
have been relating, and got the dialogues ex- 
from my Tablets by the pure fingers of 
my little Virgin, ——— then haſted to the houſe 
where I had ſeen Clerimont enter the night before, 
and which, by the help of ſome lamps in the 
ſtreet, I had taken ſufficient notice of to be able 
to know again. 

The door was luckily open when I came to it; 
— a ſervant-maid, who ſeem'd to have more in- 
clination to hold a goſſip's tale than to do the bu- 
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ber hands upon her mop, very earneſt in diſcourſe 
with one of her own occ in the neighbour- 
hood ; a few words ſerv'd to convince me that 
- theſe wenches were deſcanting on the affairs of the 
families they liv'd in, which, as I was not at pre- 
ſent in a hamour. to pry into, I ſtaid not to hear 
what was faid, but went directly into om 
ado vin, frrgakag Cliciment — 

I was not decerved,— I found him writing at 
his buroe in the dining-room, —a letter lay by 
him directed to Count Cogdy ;——this was fold- 
ed and ready for ſealing, fo it was not in my power 
to examine the contents; but his pen on my en- 
trance was employ'd on another, which, looking 
over his ſhoulder, I ſaw was dictated in the fol- 
lowing terms : 


44 To miſs Cunantortt „.. 


« My only dear and for ever 

% dear cnaxrorrz, 

a" Thouſand heart-rending 
141 pangs, more terrible than 


thouſand 
any death can 


_ << ſo near being fulfilled in a happy union, muſt 
3 © be now broke off at once, —diffolved for ever 


mm Ry nz) 5 = 


—— 
—— 
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4 only to be a vagrant —a wretched exile from 


4 father, country, friends, and you more dear 


« than all! 
In fine, Charlotte, ſuch is the ſad ne- 
<< cefſity to which I have reduced myſelf, as com- 


.*© pels me to do a thing which nature moſt abhors ; 


very morning either io kill or to be 
4 killed, —which of theſe two ſhall happen is in 
<< the hand of heaven ;—each tears me 
* won every earthly comfort.---I to ac- 
« quaint you previouſly with this accident, to the 
«© end you may be the leſs ſurpriſed when you 
« ſhall hear it the mouth of others. I can 
& fay no more.--—-Farewel, thou lovelieſt, beſt, 
« and deareſt of thy ſex Hate not the me- 
«© mory of 
* The undone 
* CLERIMONT. 


« P. S. As I have render'd myſelf of 
« preſerving any marks of your affection, I re- 
turn the ring with hed os you bleſt my finger 
in our happier days.-—Accept once more 
«© laſt adieu ;---may endleſs bleſſings wait you, 
« ſuperior if poſſible, to my woes.” 

This unhappy gentleman diſſembled not in 


the lines he wrote,---his heart now labour'd with 
greater than cculd be expreſs'd with 


Agonies 
words, and ſhew'd themſelves in every look and 


After having carefully incloſed the ring, and 
V and the * under a cover, he 
order d a chairman to be calFd, and delivering, 
him to both theſe diſpatches, and telling him where 


they were to be carried, he proceeded to give 
fore farther infiruQtions : 
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Clerimont.. * This, to miſs Charlotte, you are 
© to leave with het ſervant, with orders to give it 
© to her lady when ſhe is ſtirring :---this to Count 

© Cogdy requires an immediate anſwer, which you 
< muſt wait for.” 

The fellow, having aſſured him that he would 
be punctual in obeying his commands, went on 
his errand, and Clerimont continued walking 
backwards and forwards in the room with a motion 
extremely diſcompoſed,--- then threw himſelf down 
on a ſettee, and preſently ſeem'd buried, as it were, 
in a profound reſvery. 

IL am pretty certain it was a full half-hour be- 
fore be exchang d this fix'd and death-like poſition 
for one in a quite contrary extreme ;-—his looks 
and geſtures now, methought had ſomewhat like 
frantic in them; he beat his head againſt the 
Wainſcot —ſtamp'd,—-and ever and anon burſt 
into the moſt vehement — -ſome of 
which are : 

Clerimont. * How —_—_ a creature is man | 
- the very reaſon we are ſo proud of makes us 
© miſerable !—-the brutes equally void of paſſions 
© as of ſorrow, neither feel torments here nor 
© dread a future hell !--- What will poor Charlotte 
© ſay on reading of my letter I— How will m 
© father ſupport the ſtory of my fate when it 
© reach his ears !-----Wretch ! wretch that I am, 

born to be a curſe to all who love me!” 

The return of the chairman brought him a little 
to his ſenſes, and he demanded haſtily whether he 
had got an anſwer from Count Cogdy ;---to which 
the man reply'd, 

Chairman. © No, fir ;---1 went there farſt, but the 
© people of the houſe told me he was not flicring, 
© nor they believed would be for a while, 
* fo I went on to madam Charlotte's, and left 
6 the letter with her maid,as your honour bid me ; 

« but 


— _— ——— ; —— — — . 


\ 
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© but I had not got above half the ſtreet be- 
© fore her footboy ran after me and faid his =P 
© would ſpeak to me, on which I went back wi 

© him.” | 

Clerimont. * Charlotte already up,—that's ſtrange. 
© — What did ſhe ſay to you?” 

Chairman. Sir, ſhe only aſk'd where the gen- 
© tleman was that {ent the letter by me, and whe- 
© ther you are alone :—1 told her you were at 
© home, and that there was no y with you 
© that I ſaw; ſhe ſaid it was very well, and I 
came away, went again to the Count's, and 
© waited there till his own man told me that his 
© maſter had not been in bed above two hours, 
«© 
4 
. 
4 
4 


and he was ſure would not riſe till twelve or one 

o'clock at ſooneſt; ſaid I might leave the letter, 

and come about that time for an anſwer ;—now 
as I did not know whether that would be proper, 

I thought beſt to bring it back.” 

Clerimont. * You did well ;——1 ſhall fee him 
© myſelf.” 

On this the Chairman laid down the letter on 
the table, and finding Clerimont had no farther 
commands for him withdrew— Clerimont then 
fell into a ſecond pauſe, but it laſted not long, and 
he cry'd out, 

Clerimont. © Yes, —I will go,—and perhaps tis 
© better that he did not fee my billet ;—he might 
have found ſome way to evade the challenge 1 
© ſent him ; but I ſhall now ſurpriſe and force him 
© to accept it.” 

While he was ſpeaking he ſtepp'd to the cloſet 
and brought out a pair of pocket piſtols, with 
ſome ammunition to ad 1 2 2 
juſt beginning to perform work when 
— of Es up and told him a lady 
defired to ſr:ak with him. — Clerimont turn'd 
haſtily about, but before he had time to ſpeak his 
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fair gueſt was in the room. Charlotte, for it was 


ſhe herfelf, was very though 
diſorder'd both in her dreſs en looks. On _ 


Charkette. Oh, Clerimont !—Clerimont !-.— 
© what means that cruel —_ 
©. me !—Wherefore theſe 
© —tell me,—this inſtant tell me, or * 


you hide ought 
© from mel the worſt of 2 
© me half the pain as this —— 3-—Clhnr 
then the tempeſt on your brow,—compoſe your 
© mind, ——remove thoſe murd”rous inftruments 
from my fight, and, —Ha !—what's here! 

In pointing towards the ſhe ſaw the let- 
ter directed to Count Cogdy, which the haſtily 
fnatch'd up, and went on, ſaying, 

Charlotte. A letter to that infamous villain 
© Count Cogidy !-—ah, then I gueſs what has 
© happen'd,-—ſome curs'd gaming quarrel — 
© Clerimont, I muſt read this Th 

Clerimont. * You may, it will in part re- 
* veal what my tongue has not the power to 
© utter.” 


a 


Ever 


* 
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Ever ſince my coming into the room I had 
been extremely impatient to ſee the contents of 
this billet,---ſo while the lady, with a trembling 
RD the ſeal, I ſlippꝰd be- 
hind her, and read, at the fine tive Boe bh, 
theſe Ines: | 

To Count Cocpy. 

« SIR, 
« Remember that in the midſt of my confu- 

212 laſt night you affer d to give 
revenge whenever I ſhould demand it, 5 which | 
& now do, and e ou will meet me within 
* an hour in the long field behind the baſon in 
-le-bon, * arm'd with ſword and piſtol ; 
= for .it is not with cares or Gce we now mall 
try our ſkill have left me nothing but 
« my life to loſe, and I am mpatient till I ſtake 
sit againſt yours; come without a ſecond, for 
* I know no gentleman whom I would demean 
4 ſo far as to engage him with any of your infa- 
« mous afſociates :—if you refuſe to comply with 
* this ſummons, n 


% you an eam 
2 Cowards—86 n0 more at preſent from 
| | © CLERIMONT. 


« P. 8. Send your anſwer by th bearer.” 


. Charlotte. * Then you would fight ! would ha- 
6 2apd a life ſo precious to me, 11 
e bing defrauded of =, Pray 
© how much have you loſt ?* 
 Clerimont. * My all.” 
E © Be more explicit.” 


o. II. . He 
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He then related to her all the particulars of his 
misfortunes, which, as the reader is already ac- 
quainted with it, would be needleſs to repeat.--- 
When he had given over ſpeaking, Charlotte 
ha greateſt ſerenity and ſweetneſs, ſaid to 


Charlotte. And is this all that has diſconcerted 

* you mn fo termible.s menner 

Clerimont. * What means my Charlotte! —-- 
Am I 2 a beggar, irrecoverably a 
L begga r » 

Charlotte. * How can that be, when you 
© ſay the writings will be return'd to you on pay- 
* ment of a thouſand pounds? and am not] in 

© poſſeſſion of eight times that ſum, which with 
© myſelf, you are ſhortly to be maſter of? | 

Clerimont. * Plunder my Charlotte! — no, 
3 juſtice, love !——firfſt let me 
© periſh id ; 

Charlotte. * Be not fo raſh ——50u muſt, you 
© ſhall accept it.” 

Clerimont. * Charming generous l 
© could I abuſe ſuch goodneſs, I were a vil- 
c 
© me!” 


Charlotte. © Indeed I will not be denied; and 


Clerimant. © O ſpeak not think not of ſuch 
© a thing, unleſs you wiſh to ſee me turn againſt 
« myſelf one of theſe weagens I intended for my 


* adverſary l 
Charlotte. Hold, Clerimont,—forbear to fright 
© me thus —Juſt as ke a ſudden thought 


© ſtarted into my head as if there were a way to 
0 rd you of this incombrance without any expence 
either to yourſelf or me.” 2 


* 


22 
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Cl-rimant. * How |—by what miracle !” 
Charlatte. * The proje 
on'd in my brain; but muſt come with 


4 

* me to my lodgi for I dare not truſt you 
with elf ;—— as we go perhaps I may 
* be able to bring my to more per- 
© feftion.” 


* 
85 

— 

- 


Charlette. © No "tis your own deſpair unmans 

© you ;—[et me prevail on you to give only 
© ſome reſpite to theſe horrible ideas.” 

Clerimont. Well, you muſt be obey'd,—T will 
a _ the execution of my intentions till ano» 
p r 

Clarke. © That's kind.“ 

Charlotte ſeem'd tranſported at won 
thus far upon him, and a coach being calF'd they 
both went into it ; I liſften'd to the directions 
given where to drive, and eager to know what 
turn this affair would take, follow d on foot as faſt 
as I was able. | 


CHAP. V. 


May poſſibly become the ſubje? of ſome future Comedy, as 
there is nothing in the flory 32 
Licence-Office. 


MONG all the indefatigable enquiries I had 
ſo long been making after things intended to 
be kept ſecret, never had my curioſity met with 
a greater diſappointment than it did at the time 
I am ſpeaking of; I arriv'd at the houſe where 
Charlotte lodg'd the very moment that the coach 
which brought that lady and her lover thither was 
to. + ator 4 

on 


— fange 
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tion to ſee the door ſhut when I was not at the 
diftance of above ten paces from it. 

Every prefent minute however flattering me 
with the that the ſucceeding ones would be 
more fucce I waited, tho* I cannot ſay with 
much patience, the whole time, for the ſpace of 
about two hours, no one having any occaſion, I 
fuppoſe, either to go out or in ;——at laſt a 
friendly _ SW at the door, þ being 

'd, I the ty to flip in while 
n ſervant of the 
houſe. 

I went up ſtairs, and found the perſons I ſought 
ie 
a ſecond time diſappointed, —the grand conful- 
tation between them was over my en- 
. in could 


1 imagine 
you have oblig'd me by this ready conceſſion ; 
© — but I will not detain you left the villain 
© ſhould be gone out. Remember to fix the ap- 
bointment at ſeven, — adn, as 
© the 

Clerimont. « Yes, yes.” 

. Charlatte. * By that time I ſhall be able to get 
© every thing in order, —— and will ſee I 
+ ſhall play my part as well as the actreſs of 
J.... RE ans then ne ap 
© guarded or word gives the Count room 
7 wit you —— 
pretend to be. | 5 
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Clerimont. Fear not, I ſhall be cautious 
not to ſpoil ſo good a plot by my ill perform- 
© ance.” 

Charlotte. If it ſucceeds, as I have not the 
© leaſt doubt but it will, the ſtory will be a ſubject 
* of mirth for us as laſting as our lives.“ 

Clerimont. © And as laſting a ſubject for my ad- 
miration of the wit and contrivance of my dear, 
© dear Charlotte.” 
Charlotte. Well, well, —— defer your enco- 
comiums till a more ſeaſonable opportunity; 
I long, methinks, to have this buſineſs 
over, and it is high time for you to begin to ſet 
6 22 wheel of our machine in motion.” 
imont, * I am going. Adieu, m 
8 going Y 
He accompanied theſe words with a very tender 
and paſſionate ſalute, then left the room; tho? I 
eaſily perceived that Charlotte had ſomew hat of 
= importance to tranſact in this affair, yet as 
could not be in two places at once, I choſe to 
follow Clerimont. 

He went directly to the Lodgings 

„and on aſking if he were 
ſhew'd into a handſome po 
waiting about a minute and a half, 
ſervant came to him, and faid his 
been long out of bed, and was not quite irefs'd, 
but deſir d he would walk up; which he 
did, with his inviſible attendant cloſe behind 
him. 

The Count no ſooner ſaw him enter than he ran 
to embrace him with a French complaiſance, ſay- 
ing at the ſame time, 


C:int Cogdy. * Dear Clerimont, I am glad to 
© ſee you. 
Q.3 Clerimont. 
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Clerimont. * My dear Count, a lucky morning 


I behav'd ſomewhat odly laſt night, 


© you. 


© and could not be eaſy till I came and aſk'd your 


* pardon.” 

Count Cogdy. * Oh, fir, you have it, you have 
3 I thought no more of it; I 
* know 'tis natural for a gentleman to be a little 
out of humour at firſt loſing his money.” 

Cl:rimont. * But I was lefs excuſable than you 
imagine; for to confeſs the truth, I had 
in bank- bills upwards of two thouſand pounds 
* lying in my buroe at home, ſo was under no 
© neceſſity either of playing upon tick or of trou- 
* bling a lawyer to mortgage the reverſion of my 
+ eſtate.” 

Count Cogdy. ls it poſſible! 
* earneſt P 

Clerimont. * To convince you I am fo you ſhall 
© have the teſtimony of own — ä — 
« ſee here, EE han? _ 

In ſpeaking- this he took out of his t-book 
ſeveral bills to the amount of the ſum he had 
mention'd ;— the Count ſtretch'd his eyes 
broad open, look'd at the bills ——ſeem'd much 
ſurpriſed, and faid, 

Count Cagdy. * Theſe are bank - bills, indeed !* 

Clerimont. * Aye, I can turn them into 
© ready ſpecie at any banker's in town.” 

Count Cogdy. * Well, I cannot help wondering 
© how a map who had two thouſand pounds by 
* him could ſuffer himſelf to be diſconcerted at 
© the loſs of one.“ 

Cl-rimont. * Hang it ———it was not the loſs 
of the money that vex'd me; but I had got 
* the hyppo, and that damn'd hyppo makes one 
+ affront one's beſt friends.” 
 Caunt Cagdy. So then I ſuppoſe you will re- 
© deem your morigage? 

Clerimant. 


Are you in 
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_ Clerimont. * Time enough for that. But 
now I think on it, you offer'd me my revenge, 
© and Fil e'en try my chance once more. 

Count Cogdy. © As how | 

Clerimant. * Why ſtake one of theſe thouſands: 
© againſt my mortgage; ſo either win the 
© horſe or loſe the ſaddle.” 

Count Cogdy. * With all my heart, —- whenever 
© you pleaſe.” 

Clerimont Let it be to-night then.” ' 

Count Cagdy. * Agreed. Will you ſtay and 
dine with me? | 

Clerimont. * I am engag d with a young fellow 
© juſt come to town, and to the poſſeſſion of a 
great eſtate; but I will meet you at night and 
bring him with me if I can.” 
Count Cogdy. * Do ;+1 ſhall be glad of his ac- 
© quaintance.” | | 

Clerimont. * We knew one another in the coun- 
© try, he will goany where with me.—But hark'ye, 
© Count, I don't like that houſe we were in 
night, every thing in it, methinks, has the face 
© of meaneſs, poverty, and ill-luck ; --my 
* ſpark is vaſtly nice, and will be apt to turn up 
* his noſe at it; can't you think of a more 
© agreeable place? | 

Count Cogdy. © I know of ſeveral ;— the only 
© reaſon that makes me chuſe to go thither ſo often 
© is becauſe I think it the moſt ſaſe; — this curſed 
act of parliament has laid ſuch reſtriction on us 
* who love play, that it is not every, where we 
c | Ooh arora in that diver- 
4 7 | 

Cleriment. © What objection have you to Mix- 
um's, in e ftreet 82 

Count Cogdy. © "Tis a good houſe, and excellent 
accommodation. But don't you know that it 

Q4 77 _ 
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* was ſearch'd three or four nights ago by a whole 


* poſle of conſtables ?”? 
Clerimont. Yes, — but found nothing of 


© what they came to look for, - therefore the more 
© ſecure at preſent, as they will ſcarce come again 
© in haſte.” 

Count Cogdy. * Well then we will meet there if 

© you pate. ——At what hour ?” 

Cler:ment. © Seven, or a little after, —if it ſuits 
© you. 

ru Cogdy. © Extremely well: then we 
© ſhall have the whole evening before us.” 

He was about to take his leave, and had roſe 
up for that purpoſe, when Tom Wheadle, Jack 
Hazard and Coaxum came all into. the 
room; they ſeem'd a little furpriz'd at ſee- 
ing bim there, but ſaluted him with their uſual 
familiarity. 

Fack Hazard. Hah! — dear Cleriment, good 
morning to you.” 

Tom Wheadle. * Now you look like yourſelf 

22 —ů — quite another man laſt 


N faith,—you muſt ee to. be 
— 


Clerimont. * 1 know I deſerve it; but you ma 
* defer, your farcaims till night ; for ! 


ys cat of me pocket ace you dire them tome 
2 There 


the CC 
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There paſs'd no more between them,—Cleri- 
mont went haſtily down ftairs, and I gladly would 
have follow'd him, but Jack Hazard and Tom 
Wheadle happen'd to ftand between the door and 
the corner where I had unluckily poſted myſelf, fo 
that it was impoſſible for me to remove my quar- 
ters without running a very great riſque of being 
felt either by the one or the other. 

During the ſhort time I was compell'd to ſtay I 
heard the following converſation, which I would 
not trouble my readers with the repetition of, but 
to ſhew what monſters of mankind theſe dege- 
nerate wretches are who get their livelihood by 
gaming. 

Coaxum. * What does he mean by writings ? 
H — ſure he is not going to redeem his mort- 
© gage ( 

Crunt Cogdy. © No; but he is going to ſend a 
* thouſand, or tis likely two thouſand pounds after 
© We have made an appointment to play 
again to night.” 

Fack Hazard. * What ! upon tick? : 

Tam Wheadle. * Phoo,———that is doing of 
& nothing, ——the fool has no more eſtates in 
« reverſion to make over. 

Count C guy. You cannot imagine me ſo weak 
0 „r 
0 nor effects; no, no, I alwa 
0 good grounds. I tell you he hn hop ang 
8 pounds in Bank- bills, he ſhew'd them 
© tome.” 

Fack Hazard. How did he come by them?“ 

Count ©*Tisno matter to us how he came 
© by them, we are ſure of making them ours be- 


* fore we fleep.” 
Tom Wheadle. They muſt certainly be bills 


© his father has intruſted him with, to buy ſtock 
either for himſelf or ſome of his friends in the 
Qs country; 
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the young fellow will hang him- 
* ſelf to-morrow, when he reflects on what he 
© has done.” 

Fack Hazard. Let him hang himſelf when we 
© have got all he has to loſe.” 

Count Cogdy. Aye, aye, ——tis beſt for him 
and us too that he ſhould put himſelf out of the 
way. But J can tell you better news than 
this, —he brings a rich young heir with — 
one that knows nothing of the world, 
mere ſap, a greenhorn ;—— there will be 
fleecing, my boys l' 

4 as the Count had done ſpeaking ſome 
hatle noiſe in the ſtreet made them all run ts the 
windows, by which means I got the ſo-much 
wiſh'd for opportunity of eſcaping from my con- 
finement. 

When I found myſelf at liberty I began to con- 
ſider not only on alas 1 fed fron ted heard, 
but alſo en what I had not ſeen nor heard; 
I was ſtill as much in the dark as ever as to 

Charlotte's contrivance, and could not keep my- 
ſelf from fretting at the many diſappointments I 
had met with on that account ;——1 was doom'd, 
however, to receive yet one more. 

Though I doubted not but when the gamefters 
met the whole would be laid open to me, yet the 
time ſeem'd too tedious for my impatience, — 
I wanted to know the buſineſs of the plot before I 
ſaw it acted, and ſet myſelf to think on the moſt 
probable means to accompliſh my deſigns, — 


«> 4.4 © 


accordingly I went to the lodgings of Charlotte, 


hoping to find Clerimont there, and diſcover 
ſomething farther by the — they would 
have together ; but to my great mortification per- 
ceived the rooms quite empty, excepting a little 
lap-dog lying on a cuſſuon before the fire. 


I had 


4 
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I had now no other reſource than to go home 
to dinner, which I did, and after having got my 


347 


Tablets made ready to receive a new impreſſion 


diverted myſelf in the beſt manner I could till the 


hour arriv'd which enabled me to explore what at 
. Preſent appear d fo myſterious to me. 


CHAP. VL 


Will put a final period to the ſuſpence of my reade , 
in relation to Clerimont and Charlotte. 


S precious a thing as time is, and as much as 
I always knew the real value of it, the hours 
hought, moved flowly on *till the clock ſtruck 
ſeven, and told me that I might now 


hope-for the - 


full eclairciſement of an adventure I had already 


taken ſo much fruitlefs pains to ex 
Pretty ſecure, however, that 


ore. 
ſhould not loſe 


my labour any more on this occaſion, I went with 
great glee and jollity of mind to the houſe of mr. 
Mixum, Count Cogdy and his three aſſoci- 
ates came preſently after, and were ſhew'd-into- 


the beſt room, where I 


them. ——- 


On their calling for wine Mixum came up with it 
himſelf to pay his compliments, as not having: 
ſeen them a a conſiderable time, and there en- 


348 The Invifible 8 v v. 


Within about half an hour Clerimont and his 
young friend appear'd ;——the fiMt fight of the 
atter extremely ſtruck me, I thought I had 
ſomewhere ſeen that face, but when or where, or 
on what occaſion, I could not preſently recollect, 
and it was ſome minutes before I knew this ſeem- 
ing beau for a real belle; in fine, that it 
was no other than Charlotte herſelf :—ſhe was, in- 
deed, fo artfully diſguiſed in all points, that a per- 
ſon much better acquainted with her features 
might have been deceived ;— her cheeks which 
had naturally no more red in them than was ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve her complexion from the cha- 
racter of a dead paleneſs, were now, by the help 


Hehe dowwn, -6ade- ape Mc as jet; and that 
- frveet and modeſt air, ſo becoming in the ami- 
able Charlotte, converted into one all bold and 
rakrſh. 

- Clerimont, with a well-diffembled gaiety in his 
voice and countenance. 2 
pany, telling them he had taken the Ii to 
mtroduce a friend, whoſe converſation he 
not but would be to them — They re- 
ceived her with the greateſt politeneſs and good 
breeding; — for I muſt here obſerve, that tho? 
theſe' men, either through the calamities of the 
times or their own mi and ill con- 
duct, were reduced to the wretched courſe tl 
ne took for ſubſiſtence, they had all of them 
been endowed with a liberal tion, and knew 
hbw' to: behave like perſons of real honour and 
fuſhion whenever they found it ſuitable to their in- 
tereſt to do fo. 

The glaſs went round two or three times while 
they talk'd only on ordinary matters ; but our fair 


Amazon, being impatient, I ſuppoſe, to put the 
finiſhing 
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rie 
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finiſhing ſtroke to the ſtratagem ſhe had form'd 
ſtarted up on a ſudden, and ſaid, 

Charhktte. « Well but, gemttemen, how are we 
* to paſs the evening,—I hope in ſomewhat more 
than mere chit-chat ? — Clerimont 
© talk'd of play, and I fee you have implements 
7 FRY © Sir, we amuſe ourſelves that 
way - reread 


err 
8 travagantly,— the muſic of a dice-box is to 


© me all Handel's operas and oratorios ; 
* —here is more reat than in the 


* themſelves, and I could dance eternally tothe 
— 


theſe laſt words ſhe ſnatch'd up a 


Seb, and began to rattle it with all her force; 
——then fung this catch: 


© Let them fleet with the 

And wine, women, and 
© With joviat delights, 

* Engroſs all our ba. ana 


| While the 22 e 
every thing, Jack Hazard, who fat next to Coax- 
um, whiſper'd to him, 65 for 

ark Hazard. This is a ghtly ſpark; 
EDA w ſomewhat 
© more grave before we heve done with ding 
Ca. wonder what could induce Cleri- 
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© ling to bring all his acquaintance into the ſame 
© condition.” 

They had time for no more, Charlotte addreſ- 
ſing herſelf to them all in general, ſaid, 

Charlatte. Come, gentlemen, — which of you 
© will engage me,. I have ſome looſe pieces in 
* my pocket, which I am ready to throw away, 
© if chance ſhould ſo determine? 

Fack Hazard. * Then, fir, I am your man, if 
© you think fit ;—for I know the Count has made 
* an agreement to play with Clerimont on a very 
particular occaſion.” | 

Charlotte. * Then, fir, I will content myſelf a 
© while with being a by-ſtander.” 

Fack Hazard. * You need not, fir, you ſee 
© here are more tables than one.” 

Charlotte. * Aye; but I chuſe to bet on my 
« friend's fide.” | 

Fack Hazard. * Nay, as you pleaſe for that— 
© we ſhall any of us be ready to take you up.” 

The Count and Clerimont being now in an at- 
titude to play, and the writings laid down on the 
one fide and a thouſand pound bank-bill on the 
other, Charlotte ＋ out, . 

Charlotte. * What paper againſt parch- 
© ment !—theſe are the oddeſt ſtakes I ever ſaw. 
© —- Y ours, Clerimont, I think, is a thouſand 
pounds | | 

Count Cogdy. © I affure, you, fir, that mine is 
© the full equivalent” | 

Charlotte. I believe fo ;-—-——but before you 
* begin you muſt give me leave to ſpeak a word or 

two. | 

| Count Cogdy. * As many as you pleaſe, fir.” 

AE + kh back Ob-—y—o cnt hf, 
© Count.” GN 

Caunt Cogdy. * Muſt loſe, fir P 
_ Charlatte. © Aye, fir, muſt loſe.” 


Count 
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Count Cogdy. © That, fir, will happen as fortune 
© ſhall decree.” 

Count Cogdy. Sir, I ftand in the place of for- 
tune, and tell you that you muſt loſe thoſe wri- 
r 

Fack Hazard. What means all this !” 

Cunt Cog. © I do not underſtand you fir.” 


Charlatte. * I will ſpeak plainer ;— your falſe 
* dice will be of no ſervice to at this time 


* you muſt willingly return to Clerimont that deed 


r wit webde HED a0 
* ſecurity for money you had baſely cheated him 
* of; I fay willingly, —for if you do not I 
6 am come prepar'd with means to force you to it. 

Caunt Cogdy. * Sir, I ſcorn both your words and 
* thrents; | never cheated any man, nor will 
with what chance has beſtow'd upon me. 
Fack Hazard. * *Sdeath,—ſhall we be bullied 
© by ſuch a prig? 

Charktte. * None of your big words, I have 
that will filence you ;—ſee here ;—the copy of 
* a warrant from Juſtice Ferrit, to apprehend and 
* bring before him the bodigs of George Van 
> Hellmock, alias Count Cogdy,—John Hazard, 

Thomas W headle, —and William Coaxum ; 
© —the original of this is in the hands of 
© who on the leaſt ſtamp of my foot, wi 
up and put it in execution.” 

The gameſters now look'd on each other with 
all the marks of conſternation ; but before they 
had time to & reply to what Charlotte 
had faid, Mixum, all pale and trembling, came 
running into the room, and 
Mixum. Oh, gentlemen,—we are all undone ! 
© —theee or four conflebles ave at the door. 
© one of my drawers ſaw them as he went out to 
© carry a pint of wine to a neighbour's houſe ; 
6 

4 
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* ſay is a ſpy, for he does not ſtay in the room, 
© but walks backwards and forwards in the entry, 


4 and looks every 1 ſo 
4 — 1 no — 2 —_ or 
© other.” 


you 
go down and fend away the 
* officers, under pretence that the information was 


© part wich the writings we l fight our way 
* through them Þ 

Charlotte. Nay then I give the ſignal.” 

She advanced towards the door with theſe words; 
but Mixum threw F 
ro A Hold, ſir, I beſeech you, conſider 
I never offended pig: vamay ane and my 
© houſe for ever 
Clerimont. * Oh, you will be with lodg- 
« ings in — pry — theſe 
< worthy gentlemen here, your cuſtomers” 
| Count Cogdy. Well, 1 did not think mr. Cleri- 
mont would have turn'd mformer.” 
Clerimont. © Nor did I think I had affociated my- 
© ſelf with common ſharpers, cheats and villains, 
* till laſt night convinced me of it.” 
. "Charkitte. * Theſe altercations are only loſs of 
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Count © Hell and the devil Wha 
© ſay you, gentlemen ? ? | 
om Wheadle.. * Fen give up the writings, 

* and the devil go with them.” 

Craxum. * Ay, ay, give them up: 

Fack Hazard. Since there is no remedy I 
give my vote.” 

Count Cogdy, © ar ue. rogers me ſo much as 
© to be thus outwitted, gulPd, trick d. There, 
* mr. Clerimont, take back your mortgage 
© but I muſt tell you, fir, that you have not ated 
like a gentleman.” 

Clerimont. I threw off the gentleman when I 
© condeſcended to play in ſuch company 


0 r and moſt infamous of 
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Fact Hazard. It is that ſau rt K 
* Coxcomb that has ſpirited up Clerimont to do 
+ all this; but if ever I meet him in a conveni- 
* ent place PII pink him. — I'll make a loop- 
* hole in his fleſh big enough to let out twenty 
* ſuch puny ſouls.” 

I could not forbear laughing within myſelf at 
this menace, which, though it ſhew'd the villain- 
ous diſpoſition of the wretch who ſpoke it, I knew 
was impoſſible ever to reach the perſon it was 
levelPd againſt. 

The amiable and witty Charlotte kept her pro- 
miſe, and on her coming down ſtairs gave orders 
to the man who waited her commands to 
ſend away the conſtables, after which ſhe 
took coach with her lover, attended with as many 
bleſſings and good wiſhes 'from-Mixum as ſhe had 
been loaded with curſes from thoſe above. 


i, Say band ad into their clutches. 
narrative may warn any W N 
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fo avoid the ſnare, the pains I have taken to ex- 
plain it will be well rewarded. ; 


CHAP. VII. 


This the Author bas calculated chiefly for the ſpecula- 
tion of the ſerious part of bis readers, and is 
ſhort enough to be eaſily paſs'd over by the more gay 
and unattentive. 


Sometimes make one among the number of vi- 
ſitors to a good old lady, who being paſt the 
t of all the pleafures of life, except 


It was at her houſe I firſt ſaw mr. Wary, a 
gentleman of an antient family, an affluent for- 
tune, and an extreme good Character; but has 
a certain peculiarity of humour which deprives 
him of ſome part of that reſpe& he could not 
fail otherwiſe of attracting from as many as know 
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marriage, becauſe he could find no woman whom 
every body approv'd of he is the father of 
one fon, a very promiſing youth, now about thir- 
teen, of whom he is extremely tender, and fo 
very careful of his education that he would never 
truſt him at any public ſchool, and has him in- 
ſtructed at home in every thing he thinks neceſſa- 
ry he ſhould learn ; but it frequently happens that 
a great deal of time is loſt in providing tutors who 
ſeem to him every way qualrfied for the truſt to 
be repoſed in them. 

There was nothing in the character of this 
gentleman that excited my curioſity to know any 
thing-farther of him than what I did ;—Þ — in- 
deed-I could hope to make no diſcoveries worthy 
of my inviſible inſpection, in the family of a per- 
ſon who had neither wife- nor daughter, was not 
diftingaiſh'd for any particular vice or virtue, ne- 
pany, and lived in a very retir'd manner; there- 


fore I never had a thought of viſiting him. 
But it often that we are ſway d an 
— 1 
the leaſt 
- and it was in one 
his back 
g juſt 


it 


- 


£ 


$ 


: ad then I came fo op- 
Mr. Seewell. am gl N 
0 portunely,—But pray on what accoun 


: . AY © Sit down and I will tell you 


u muſt know deſirous my fon ſhould 
6 8 I am ous 
a — a little inſight a —— d 
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Mr. Wary then put the fetter into his hands, 
which I read at the ſame time he did, and found 
— 


To Lemuzri Wazr, Eſqʒ 
«SIR 


<« « J CANNOT forbear being extremely ſhocked 


at the diſappointment I have received; but 
5 at the reaſons you aſ- 
& ſign for me unworthy the honour of 
« inſtructing your fon in a INN — 
* the leaſt connexion either with religion or 
4 tics.— ! ſhall never be aſhamed to own myſelf a 
© member of the Church of Rome; but am as 
<< far from being a Jacobite as you or any one can 
de, and think it eaſy to convince you, that my 
6 the one is a ſufficient proof that I cannot 
the other. 
"NEE adenine 
« away by mere words ; but they cannot long 


„ have any influence with perſons of underſtand- 


6 ou, fir, need but give yourſelf the 
- Tr s 
* how utterly inconſiſtent it is with the 
« intereſt of a true Roman Catholic to wiſh the 
© Pretender, or any of his race, ſhould ever be 
tc ſeated on the throne of theſe kingdoms. | 
6 What, fir, could we hope for from a perſon 
£« who could not favour us, if he were fo inclined, 
% without endangering himſelf ;---a perſon, who, 
princi of the Ghurch of 

to adhere to them, 
« yet put his eldeſt fon under the tuition of three 
© the moſt zealous enemies of our religion —1 
* need not tell you I mean the lords Dunbar and 
% Inverneſs 
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* Inverneſs, both of the Kirk of Scotland, and 
* Laſcelles, an eminent divine of the Church of 
4 England. What, I ſay, could we — 
4 a revolution ever to happen in the fa of 
that family, which Heaven forbid, but to be de- 
a +: prived of all thoſe privieges the goodneſs of his 

„ preſent Majeſty permits us the enjoyment of, 
<< and to be diſcountenanced even more than the 
+ worſt of all thoſe numerous ſectaries Which di- 
« vide the natian ? 

«« Pleaſe, fir, to caſt a ſhort on the 
<< tranſactions of the late rebellion ;---Were not 
'©© the heads of Clans, and thoſe of the Nobleſs 
* who liſted under the banner of the young Preten- 
der. in Seotland all proteſtants, the duke of Perth 
<< excepted ?—Were not thoſe few whom he 
2 2 up in England Proteſtants, ſons of the 

and moſt of them of the eſta- 
< bliſhed Church.--- Thoſe of our perſuaſion nei- 
ther abetted or any way hfied the Adventu- 
6 rer*s undertaking ; and fure if our hearts had 
4 been affected to is.cauſe, our hands would not 
«© have been inactive, cur number is not fo in- 
c conſiderable as not to have done ſome ſervice ; 
< and then, if ever, was the time to have ſhew- 
cc ed ourſelves ;——but our peaceful behaviour at 
that time ought, — agg to be a ſufficient 
2 to the whole world how little we 
«© deſerve to be ſtigmatiſed with the appellation of 
* Jacobites. 

4 Thus much, fir, in relation to my politics; 
<© —— and as to the other part of your objection, 
«© I do affure you, upon the word of a chri- 
c ſtian and 'a man of honour, that I ſhall never 
* mingle matters of religion in my diſcourſe with 

4 any of PS 42 
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in the ſcience I profeſs to teach, and in all other 
«© things to prove that Iam, | 
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© Reformation has taken place, involved in blood, 
© anarchy and confuſion.” 

Mr. Mars. It is very true, indeed, mr. See- 
© well they have always ſhewn a ſpirit of per- 
© ſecution in them. 

Mr. Seewell. © Hating us as they do, it would 
© be the greateſt weakneſs to imagine they would 
© fincerely contribute any thing towards our 
© making a ſhining figure in the world ; and can- 
© not therefore be looked upon as duly qualified, 
- © however able they may be in other reſpeQs, for 
© Tutors or Preceptors to our 4 
Mr. Wary. Na, no,—T will have nothing to do 
© with him; I will not be cajoled by his fair 
© pretences.” 

Here t 


. not trouble my readers with any ani- 
madverſions either on mr. Neuter's letter or the 
converſation which enſued upon it, but leave eve- 
3 as he ſhall think moſt reaſon- 


HERE d no reſentment ſo i 

laſting as that which is occaſioned by 

8 hatred by ill treatment; 
OL. * 
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ed on all ſhe did as proceeding only from the too 
great vivacity of her temper. Sf 

Had ſhe obſerved the leaſt of circum- 
ſpection in her amours, he ſcarce ever 
have believed there was a poſſibility of her being 
guilty ;——but ſhe took no pains to deceive him, 
and tho* ſhe knew he lived but in her fight, 
was ſcarce ever at home; and, through the want 
either of artifice or complaiſance, gave herſelf 
not the pains of making any excuſes for her con- 
tinual rambles. 

This made him at laſt fall into a deep melan- 
choly ; yet ſtill he loved her, and could not for a 
great while prevail on himſelf to lay any reſtricti- 
ons on her conduct: all who had any knowledge 
of the manner in which they lived together, 
while they highly condemned her treatment of 
kim, were ready to deſpiſe his lenity- and forbear- 

ance. | 

At length, however, the tables were entirely 
turned ;—from having been at firſt the moſt ; 
and afterwards the paſſive huſband, he. became, 
all at once, the moſt cruel and tyrannic ;—he took 
from her all the jewels and other ornaments he 
had beſtowed upon her, locked her into a garret, 
ſuffered no one to come near her, except a ſervant 
who carried food to her of the coarſeſt kind, and 
no more than would juſt ſuffice to keep her from 


It cannot be but that ſo ſtrange an al- 
teration in the behaviour of the late fond, and in- 
deed madly doating Cleanthes, muſt become the 
ſubject of much converſation in town. ——A lady 
of my acquaintance, who is reckoned to have a 
tty taſte for poety, ſhewed me a few lines ſhe 
had wrote extempore on the occaſion, which I 
' think may not be diſagreeable to my 
They are as follow: | 
R 2 On 
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On the preſent 
whom he once 


of CLEeanTHEsS, to a Wir 
to as great an exceſs. 


78 b S tapers languiſh at th* a of day, 
= : A Ard, by degrees, melt their ſhine | 
© away, 
1 * Awhile they * with contracted fires, 
% * Trembling, unable to relax their ſpires ; 
43... © But when the fun's broad eye is open'd wide, 
1 | © And beams, thick flaſhing, ſhoot on ev'ry ſide, 
* No more their emulative force they try, | 
© But, ſtruck with radiance, fink at once and die. 
Zo in his heart love long maintain'd its place, 
Till full conviction glar'd him in the face, 
And forc'd th” unwilling foftneſs to give wa 
© To hate. and rage, and fierce reſentment's ſway. 
* Unhappy man | 
: 4 will —_ 180 * | 
.© wi 
© What boiſt' rous paſſions thy vex'd boſom fill? | 
Toa Rd res Conn Ak | 
© Whoe'er he be the golden main foregoes, 
* Exchanges hop'd for joys for certain woes.” 


By all the diſcourſes I heard wherever I went, 
concerning this affair, I found, that though ſcarce 
any one pitied Aglaura, yet almoſt every one con- 

- demn'd Cleanthes, no lefs for his preſent ill uſage 
of her, than they had formerly done for the ex- 
travagance of his love. a 

© It is beneath the dignity of a man of ſenſe or 


"4 


een 


= 
mn, we by 


© honour, ſaid one,—to treat thus inhu- * 
. © manly a woman, how unworthy ſoever ſhe tan: 
. © may be, who is yet his wife.” ; — 
H che is really guilty of having wronged his — 

© bed,—cryed another, --- as indeed there is not >. | 


© the leaſt room to doubt, why, on the diſcove- 
3 2 4 Ob” ry 


wife, at all which I laugh'd in 
leving, I dare ſay with a good 
in the whole world, —_— 
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dered, I ſaunter'd towards the Serpentine River, 
revolving in my mind ſome part of the converſa- 
tion I had juſt been entertained with. 

Many minutes had not elapſed in this employ- 


ment before I was diſturbed from it by the mur-. 


murs of ſome human voices, which I heard at a 
ſmall diſtance ;—my natural curioſity making me. 
draw nearer to the place whence the found 
ceeded, I eaſily diſtinguiſhed a man of a good ap 
pearance holding by the arm a genteel well dreſs d 
woman, whom he ſeemed rather to drag than lead 
towards the banks of the river ;— as theſe perſons 
were no other than Cleanthes and Aglaura, I ſhall. 
inſert what was ſaid by each of them under their 
reſpective names. 
 Aglaura. Indeed this is mighty fooliſh, Cle- 
© anthes ;---I cannot imagine what ſhould make 
© you bring me hither at this time of night. 
_ Cleanthes. * Have a little patience, you ſhall. 
© know preſently.” | 

Aglaura. © I will not ſtir one ſtep farther till. 
you tell me. 

_ Cleanthes. © Then you muſt be forced. Come, 

come, — no reſiſtance.“ 

Aglaura. How doI know but you may have 
© a deſign to murder me | 

Cleanthes. * No, I have too much regard for 
© myſelf to go ſuch lengths.—Perhaps, indeed, if 


you provoke me by your obſtinacy, I may 


© chance to ſpoil that face you are fo vain upon. 
I can uſe my ſword to other purpoſes than kil-. 
« lng.” | 

Wah theſe words he drew his ſword, the point 
of which glittering in her eyes as he pulPd her 
roughly forwards, frighted her ſo much that ſhe. 
preſently ſcream'd out. 


Agoura. 
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Aglaura. Ah !---help ! help !---Is there no bo- 


© dy near to fave mel 

anthes. * Be buſh'd ;---a ſecond outcry and 
rnoſe goes off. =y 
laura. Oh lud !---Oh lud !--Oh lud 
* How can you be ſo barbarous to uſe me thus 
only for a little innocent frolic ” 

Cleanthes. * Shameleſs wretch Can you call 
© it an innocent frolic to come to the door of a 
© public coffee-houſe and ſend in for your gallant ! 
lad I not happen'd to be there,. had not. 
© theſe eyes and ears been witneſſes of your guilt, 
you might, and doubtleſs would have deny d, 
© forſworn it.” | 

Aglaura. I meant no harm ;— I only wanted 
© to rally him a little about ſomething I had heard. 
© concerning him.” ; 

Cleantbes. Infamous abandon'd proſtitute, 
© have I not an hundred times inſiſted on your ne- 
© ver ſpeaking to that fellow more, nor to that 
other coxcomb, Le Brune, yet had you not 
© the front to run arm in arm this morning with 
© the one into the Vineyard, in the face of the- 
© whole Mall, and at wake came in purſuit of the 
© other I But this is no time for expoſtulation, 
© -— am convinced of the injury you have done. 


me, and will puniſh you accordingly.---Come,, 
4 


ſtrip. | 
| . — © Oh lud !---what do you mean!” 
anthes. < You have a raging fever in your 
blood, which I have bethought me of a more 
© effectual method to cure than all the doQtors. 
of + Europe could preſcribe ;---therefore ſtrip, I. 
6 1. | . 


the felt all the agonies which that ki 


2 with the exerciſe of his revenge, 


i much overcome her; for ſhe 


r 
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While he was "ding be heya! fo tear off 
part of her upper — 


beſeech'd him to forgive ral IS 


to offend him more ;—] but all in vain, he 
remain'd inexorable to. her entreaties, re- 
morſeleſs to her griefs, and forced her, with his 
fword pointed to her breaſt, to pluck off every 
— > *till ſhe was reduced to her birth-day ſuit, 
and lay at his feet quite naked, and trembling for. 
the iſſue of her fate. 

The vindictive huſband then ſnatch'd her rude- 
ly from the earth, 11 hold of both 
her ſhoulders plung” into the river, keepin 
her under water till ſhe was almoſt X 
then ſuffer d her to raiſe her head; but it was only 
in order to renew her torments, for the mamant 
he feund ſhe had recovered breath he preſs' d her 
down again, —— fo that without being drown'd 
of death 


inflicts. 
Weary'd, I believe, tho* not glutted, as I af- 


he threw her on the graſs, where ſhe lay for ſome 
minutes without motion, and in all appearance 

without breath; never had life ſo. much the. 
ſhew of death ; yet was it chiefly fean that had. 


< pow may pot n your oaths and prepare for . 


mg home.” 
"So mnch bs the fright had ſeiz'd her ſpirits, as. 
b'd her limbs, theſe words en- 


8 = tS 


RF 


herſelf and begin t0 gather up 
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her habiliments, of which lying ſcatter'd at 
ſome diſtance, .* with a contemptuous 
air, kick d nearer to her. She wrapp'd up her 
ſhivering body as well as ſhe could, for I cannot 
Call it dreſſing, and as ſoon as ſhe had done, Cle- 
anthes bid her follow him, —whict ſhe did, tho? 
e 

I kept pretty near to them, and found that the 
coach which brought them thither had, by his or- 
ders, waited their return at the Park wall he 
went haſtily into it, but poor was too 
feeble to reach the foot-ſtool without the aſſiſtance 
of the coachman : drove away, and E 
went home ſo much d at what I had ſeen, 


A min and, impatient 

would behave to each other after what bad pale 
between them, I went directly to their houſe 3 
Cleanthes was up alone and at breakfaſt ——Soon 
Ee 


. 
798 lady has call'd for a diſh of 
« chocolate, b but T would not preſume to carry 
up without permiſſion, as 
0 ll niche were & poſtive that the fouls be fad 
* with nothing but water-gruel and dry bread.” : 
— Clrantbes. Why then do you trouble me now ? 
Ds you think 1 gave coders at night 16-19: 


0 7 them in the morning ?!———Be — ans 
© let me hear no more of it.” 


The maid withdrew, and I follow'd her to the 
room where Aglaura was now lodg'd, which was 
indeed a wretched garret — 
weeping, but on the maid's 


a > | 
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ſhe wrung her hands,———ſhe beat her breaſi ; 
w—hut it is more eaſy for the reader to con- 
ceive her deſpair than for me to expreſs it. 
fo I ſhall only ſay the ſpectacle was too 
I could not bear it, but left the houſe i 
ately, and return'd not thither *till after eight or 
ten days, in which time the town was 'd of 
the of Aglaura, except the ducking part, 
and ſpoke of the ſtrange change of Cleanthes in 
She manner | have already related. | 


On my next viſit Cleanthes had with him an 


elderly lady, who I afterwards 
gunt ;—— ſhe came, it ſeems, to 
to treat his tranſgrefling wife with 
e ene between them was as fellows 

— 0 Tom as ſenſible as y 


© demean yourſelf by uſing in this faſhion a wo- 
though unworthy, is fill your wife. 
 Cleanthes, * Madam, I I can no longer think of 


© her as a wife, nor even as 2 woman; but. as a 


* — you. 
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The CONCLUSION. 
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